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Jhora bieny dixo d Cura, traedme, $enor hufsped, aqu/tto9 
Kbros, que los quiero ver. Que me place, reipondiS el, y en^ 
irando, en su aposento, sacS del una tnaletiUa viefa cerrada 
eon una cadenilla, y ahriindola, haU6 en ella ires libros grandeg 
y unos papeles de. may huena letra etcritos de ffumo.-^Doi| 
QuixafB^ P4|]t X. Capitulo 32i . 

It is mighty weD^ said the priest ; pray^ landlord^ hring me 
those books^ for I htTt'tt unndto see tbem. Wiih all my 
hearty answered the host; and^ going to his chamber^ he 
brought out a little old cloke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it^ and apeuiug il^ he touk uut 'dnreeiai'g^ vohlmes^ and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine duuracter.— Jartis's 
TrmtsUttion* 
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f HE HEART OF MtlKLOTHIAN; 



CHAPTER I. 

1*9 wanant that fellow bam dtawtaag, were the ihip n<» 
Btronger than a imt4hdl>— ZXe TempeU, 

Butler felt neither fatigue nor want of 
refreshmenti although from the mode in 
which he had spent, the night he might well 
have been overcome with either. But in 
the earnestness with which he hastened to 
the assistance of the sister of Jeanie Deansj 
he forgot both. . ^ 

In his firsi progress he walked with so 
rapid a pace as almost approached to run« 
ning, when he was sorprised to hear be^* 
hind him a call upon his 0ame» contending 
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with an asthmatic cough, and half-drown- 
ed amid the resounding trot of an High- 
land poney. He looked behind, and 
saw the Laird of Dumbiedikes making af- 
ter bim with what speed he might, for it 
happened fortunately for the Laird's pur- 
pose of conversing with Butler, that his own 
road homeward was for about two hundred 
yards the same ^Yith that which led by the 
nearest way to the city. Butler stopped 
when he heard himself thus summoned, in- 
ternally wishing no good to the panting 
equestrian who thus retarded his journey. 
'* Uh ! uh ! uh !" ejaculsited Dumbiedikes, 
as he checked the hobbling pace of the' 
poney by our frienfd Butler. " Uh ! uh ! 
it's a hard-set willyard beast this o' mine." 
He had. in fact just overtaken the object of 
bis chase at the very point beyond which 
it would have been absolutely impossible 
for Him t6 have continued the pursuit, since 
there Butler's road parted from that leading 
^o Dumbiedikes, and no means of influence 
or compulsion which the tider could possi- 
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bly have used towards his Bucephalus could 
have induced the Celtic obstinacy of Rory 
Bean (sueh was the ppney's name,) to loave 
diverged a yard from the path that con- 
4ucted himto his own. paddock, 
'- Even when he had. recovered from the 
shortness* of breath, occasioned by a trot 
much more rapid than Rory or he were 
accustomed to, the hi^ purpose of Dumb- 
kdikes seemed to stick as it were in his 
throat and impede his utterance, s6 that 
JButler stood for nearly three minutes ere 
he could utter a syllable; and when he did 
find voice, it was only to say, after one or 
two efforts, «* Uh ! uh ! uhm ! I say,'Mr^— 
Mr Butler, it's a braw day for the ha'rst.'* 
j ." Fine day, indeed," said Butler. " I 
wish you good mornings sir,'* 

<« Stay— stay a bit^** rejoined Dumbie- 
.dikes j .** that was no what I had gotten tp 
say/' 

" Then pray be quick, and let me have 
your commands," rejoined^Butkr} .." I 
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crave your pardon, but I am in haste/ddd. 
Tempus nemini'^^you know the proverW* ' 

Dumbiedikes d[id not know the proverb^ 
nor did^he evc^n take the trouble to endea* 
vour to look as if he did, as others in his 
place might have done. He was concen- 
trating all his intellects for one grand pro^ 
position, and could not afford any detach* 
nent to defetid outposts. 

** I say, Mr Butler,^* said he, ** ken ye if 
Mr Saddletree's a great lawyer T* 

*^ I have no perspn^s word for it hvk hh 
own," answered Butler drily j <* bat wnL 
doubtediy he best understands his own qa^ 
lities." 

<^ Umph !'* replied the taciturn Dumbk- 
dikes, in a tone which seemed to say, ^^ Mr 
Butler, I take your meaning.'^ ** In thait 
case,** he pursued, " Til employ my ain 
man o' business, Nichel Novit (auld Nidcel's 
son, and amaist as gleg as his father) to 
agent Effie's plea^** 

And having thus displayed mctf e sagacity 
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Ihan Butler expected from him, he cour- 
teously touched his gold-laced cocked hat, 
and by a punch on the ribsi conveyed. to 
Rory Bean,, it was his rider's pleasure that 
he should forthwith proceed hoipewards $ 
a hint which the quadruped obeyed with 
that degree o£ alacrity, with which tnett and 
animals interpret and obey suggestions that 
entirely conespond with their own inclina^ 
t^ns. 

Butler resumed his pace, not without a 
momentary revival of that jealousy, which 
tile honest Laird's attention to the family of 
Deans, had at different times tecited in his 
bosom. But he was too generous long 
to nurse .any feeling, which was allied 
to selfishness. ** He is,'' said Butler to' 
himself, ^' rich in what I want^ why should 
I feel vexed that he has the heart to dedi- 
cate some of his pelf to render them ser- 
vices, which I can only form the empty 
wish of executing ? In God's name, let us 
each do what we can. May she. be biit 
hiq[>py !«<-*saved ftom the misery and dis- 
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^racQ that seems impending— Let me but 
§fid. the means of preventing the fea^fut 
e:$perimentof this evening, and farewell to 
other thoughts, though my heart string* 
break in parting with them." 
f He redoubled his pace, and soon stood 
Wore the door of the Tolbooth, or rather 
before the entrance where the door had for- 
Daerly been placed. His interview. with the 
mysterious stranger, the message to Jeanie; 
his agitating conv.ersatibri with her oft tke 
subjeet of breaking off thfeir mutual engage- 
ments, and the interesting scene with old 
Deans, had so entirely occupied his mind 
as to drown even recollection of the tragi, 
cal event which he had witnessed the pre^ 
ceding evening. His attention was not re- 
called to it by the groupes who stood scat^' 
tered on the street in conversation, whidh 
Uiey buried whea strangers approached, 
of by the bustling Search of tlie a^nts of 
the city police, supported by small parties 
of the military, or by the appeiyrance of the 
Guard- House, i^fore which were. trebly 
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si^finelsi pr» finally, by the subdued and 
intimidated looks of the lower orders of 
society, who, conscious that they were lia* 
))|e to suspicion, if they were not guilty of 
accession to a. riot likely to be strictly em 
qujired into, glided about with au humble 
and dismayed aspect, like men whose spirits 
being: exhausted in the revel and the dan- 
gers q{ a desperate debauch over night, 
^re. tierve»shaken, timorous, and iinenter* 
prizing on the succeeding, day. 

None of these symptoms of alarm and 
trepidation struck. Butler^ whose mind ^as 
occupied with a. different; and to him still 
more intecesting subject^ until he stood be- 
for,e the entrance to the prison, and saw it 
defended by a douUeiile of grenadiers, in* 
stead of bolts and bars* Their'^Stand, stand y' 
the blackened appearance of the door4ess 
gate-way, and the winding stair.case and 
apartmenti^ of. the Tolbooth, noWi:open>to 
t^ public eye, reqalled the whole proceed- 
iDgs of jthf$ teyentful night Upon i his re- 
questing to speak. with £ffie Deans, the 
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traie tail^ thin, silver-hittped iumkeyf n^ttp 
lie had seen <m the preceding evening, made 
his s^pearance. 

^ I think/' he replied to Batler^s re^ei^ 
of admission, with true Scottish indirect ' 
ness, << ye will be the saiM lad that was fer 
in to see her y«treen ?** 

Butier admitted he was the same person, 

^< And I am thinkingy'' pursued the turn- 
keyi *< that ye speered at me when we lock- 
ed up, and if we locked up eiurUer tm ae^ 
eount of Porteous ?*' 

^ Very likely I might make some sqdi 
observatiQiH^' said Butler ; ^ but the ques* 
tion now is^ can I see lE&e Deans }^ 
. ^^ I dinna ken — gang in bye, and up the 
turnpike stair, and twrn till the w^rd on 
the left hand*'* 

The old man followed dose behind hioiy 
with his keys in his hand, not forgetting 
even that huge one which had once open* ' 
ed and«shut the outward gate of his domi- 
nions, though at present it was but an idloy ^ ^ 
and useless burthen. No sooner l^Bfs^ 



Icf entered the mom to which he was di^ 
feotedy^ timn the ecperienced hand of the 
warder selected Hie pr<^er key and locked 
.k on the outside. At first Butler conceit 
ved. thir manoeuvre was 4>nly an dfeet of 
the naai^s hahitaal and official caution and 
jealousy. But when he heard the hoarse 
command, << Turn out the guard," and im- 
mediately afterwards heard the clash of a 
centinel'b arms, as he was ppsted at the 
door «f his apartment, he again called out 
to the turnkey, ^< My good .friend, I have 
business of some consequence with Effie 
Dteqd, and I beg to see heir aa soon as pos« 
inble/' No answer was returned. <^ If it 
be against your rules to admit me," repeat- 
ed Butler, in a still louder tone, *f to see 
the prisorier, I beg you will tell me so, and 
let me go about my business. — JP^git irre" 
^pedUb tewqp^us /" muttered he to himself^^ 
^ If ye had business to do, you suld hae 
done it before ye cam here," replied the 
man of keys from the outside ; . *< ye'll find 
it's easier wunnin in than wuunin out here 
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— ^there's sma' likilihood o*- another PerV 
teous-mob coming to rabble >u& again-^r^the 
law will hand her ain. no^ ne^fabrai:, and 
that ye'U find to ydur cost.": i 

«« What do you mean by that, sir ??* re» 
torted Butler. *^ You. must mistake me for 
some other person* My name is. Beubeo 
Butler^ preacher o£ the gospeh'^ 

^ 1 ken that wed eoeugb,." said th^turn? 
key. 

" Well then, if you know me, I^ have a 
right to knew from you in return, what^ar* 
rant you have. for detaining me; that, I 
know, is the right of every. British subject.? 

" Warrant i*^ said the jailor— f^ the war* 
rant's awa to Libberton wi' twa sherdff of- 
ficers seeking ye. If ye had staid at hame> 
as honest men. abould do, ye wad hae seen 
the warrant ; but if ye come to . be incar- 
cerated of your aift aceo^dy wha can help 
it, my jo?" 

<< So I cannot, see Effie Dean?, then,*' 
said Butter; << and you are determined 
not to let me out T , 
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. ^ Troth Will I no> neighbour/* answered, 
tjie iAd man^ doggediyi ; *< as^for £i&e Deatis,* 
ye'ilhae eneugh a<3<:3^ to miild your ain bu- 
siness, and let her mind hers ; and for liet-.. 
ting ye out, that maun be ais the magis* 
trate will determine. And fare ye weel for< 
a bit, fo£ I maun soe^ Deacon Sawyers put 
on ane prtwa o^ the doors that your qtiiet 
A)}k broke down ytisternighf, Mr Buller.'' : 
Them wai3; something in* this exquisitely^ 
provoking, but there was also something, 
darkiy alafmidgi . To be imprisoned y e veiv 
oi> a false aeeusation, has* something laJb 
e^isagreeable and menacing even to men o£ 
more constitutional courage than Butler, 
had to boast, for although be had mucb:of| 
that resolution which arises from a sense of 
duty and an honourable desire to discharge^ 
ity yet as his imagination was lively, and 
his fraiae .of body delicate, he was far from, 
possessing that cool insensibility to danger 
which i& the happy portion of mea of 
stronger .healthy more firm nerves, apd less 
active sensibility^* An indis^nct idea of dan-- 



ger, ^hich be coxM neiAmr understttnd nor 
waird off, seemed to float befoce bis ej68« 
He tried to think over ^ events of Ihe pre« 
ceding night, in hopesof disoovenng some 
means of explaining or vinldidatii^ his coii-^ 
duct for appearing amdng the mob> since 
k immediately occurred to bim that his ^^ 
tention must be founded on that circum-" 
stance. And it was with anxiety that he 
fbund he could not recollect to have been 
ijnder the observation of any disintereisted^ 
witnes^ in the attempts that be made from' 
time to time to expostulate with the rioters^ 
and to prevail on them to release htm. The 
distress of Dfeans's family, thedangerousr^m*. 
dezvous which Jean ie had formed, and which^ 
he could not now hope to interrupt^ had 
also their share in bis unpleasant refleotions* 
Yet impatient aa he was to receive an ecl|tir«- 
dssement upon the cause of his confine* 
ment, and if pos^ble to obtain his liberty^ 
he Was affected with a trepidaticH) whicb 
seemed no good omen ; when, afta^r€imatn« 
ing an hour in this solitary, apartment^ he 



tectiv^ a summotts to attend the sitting 
Biagistf ate. He wa» conducted from pcu 
son stmngly guarded by a party of soldiers,, 
with a parade' of precauti(Mi, thai, how/^ 
evM iUrtifaed and unnecessary^ is gene^ 
tally, displayed ^^ier ao event, which, if 
used in timei such precaiatioa might^bayr 
pfsvented. 

He was introduced into the Council' 
Chamber, aa the place is caUed- where the* 
ttiagistrates hold their sittings, and which 
was then at a little distance &oni the prii* 
aoUt One or two of the senators of the 
city were pcesent, and seemed. about to en** 
gage in the examination of an. individual 
who was bfoughtfbrward to the foot of the 
long greett.4»>vered table round which the 
oooncU usually assembled. ^^^ Is that the 
preacher ?" aaid one of the magistrates, as 
the city officer in attendance ihtrodux^ed 
Butlen The man anpwer^d in theaffirma** 
tive. ^^ Let him sit down there for an inr 
stAUt; we Will finish this man's businett 
very briefly •'* 
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*« j%2dl we remove Mr Butler ?" queried 
the assistant. i 

. << It is not necessarj^-^Let hUn . remain 
where he is."* 

Butler accordingly sate down on a beach 
at the bottom of the apartment, attended 
49y one of his. keepers* 

It was a large room, partially and imperii; 
fectly %hted, but by diance, or the skill of 
the architect, who might happen to remem^ 
ber the advantage which might OGca^sionally 
be derived from such an arrangement, one 
window was so.pkoed as ta throw a strong 
light at the foot of the table at which pri? 
sonersware usually posted for examination* 
while the upper end, where the examixiants 
sate, was thrown into shadow* Butler's 
ey^s were instantly fix^d on the person 
whose examination was at present proceed* 
iog, in the idea that he might recognize 
fiome one of the conspirators of the former 
Bight. But though the features of .this 
man' were sufficiexttly.miairked and ^tr^king^ 
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be could not recdlect that ever he had 
seen them before. 

The complexion of this person was dark, 
and his age sonaewhat adiumced^ He wore 
hisown hair, combed soH^thdowst and cut 
yiery shorts It was jet Mack, slightly cuikd 
by nature, and already mottled with gray; 
The man's face expressed ratlier knavery 
than vice, more a dispositioo to sharpness^ 
eunnkfg, aiid rogvery, than the tnU^es of 
ijtormy and indulged passions. Hi9 sharp, 
quick black eyes, acute features ready 
sardonic smile, promptitude^ and effi'oBte* 
YjS g^^^ ^^^ altogether what is caUed 
among the vulgar a knowing look, which 
generally implies a tendency to koavery. 
At a fair or Bjaiketj your cbnid not for a 
momemt hiave doubted , that b©wa>»l*>ree- 
jockeyv inlimate with all the tricks of bi^ 
trade j-yet had you? met hiin on a moor^ 
you woul^ not have Apprehended any vio* 
lence from him. His dress was also that> 
Qf a horse-dealer-ra^dose buttpned Jfickey* 
coati or wrap-rascal, as it was then termed. 
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vkh hugemetal bttttoafl^ ^oame bkie uppw 
stockings^ called boot-hose, because suppfy^ 
iDg the place of bootSi and a sloadied bat. 
fie wanted a loaded ^hip under his arm^ 
and a spar uipaa one heel, to obmplete liie 
dfiCas of the diafaeter he seemed- to repre^ 
8«nt. 

*« Yous .Mme ie James Ratcli^ V^ sdd 
the magistrate. 

<^ Af^^dwaya wi' yoor . honomf s lea^.*^ 

^ That is to say, you could find me an^ 
other name, if I did not like that ane ?? 
• ^ Twenty to pick Bxtd chuse upon, al« 
ways with your hououx's leave,^ resumed 
the respondent^ 

<< But James Ratolifib is your present 
same ^••--wfaKt is yomr trade ^ 
- ** I canna just say, distinctly, that I have 
what ye wad ca*- preceesely a trade/' 
, ^ But,*^ repeated the magistrate, ^ what 
are ycmr means of Uuing-p^your occupa* 
tion?^ 

^ Htfut tout«^your honour,, wi' your 
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kamf» kens that as: wed as I do,** tepliat 
the examined. 

*' No matter^ I want to hear yoa describe 
ik"^ siud the examinant. 
' ^ Me describe P'^ip-siid to 3mirhmumr^«^ 
&r be it from Jemmie Ratdife^" resfioaded 
ihe prisoner* 

^* Gome^ sir^ no trHKng ■ ■! insist on a» 
Mswer*" 

'« WeeU lir/^ replied the dedannt, «' I 
maun make a clean bseast,. for j^eseep (wif 
yottr leave) . I am looking for &voii&FP'De« 
scribe : my occupatioD^ 910" ye P'^-^^soth it 
vill be ill to do that, in a feasible way* isi 
a place like ldu»*^but «hi^ ht again that 
the aught command says ¥* 

'< Thou shall. not steal^*'^ aosiesred'ihe 

<« Are ye sure. o' that ?^Trolh» thoB^ my 
0OCtipAti<Mi» and that command, are sair at 
«dds# for. I read it» thou Aedt^ steals and 
that makes an unco diflerence, tbongh 
the^e'ei but a wee bit wocd: left out.'* 

<« To cut the matter short» Ratcliffe> yoa 
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Jnive bei^ a most notorious thief>" said' the 
examinant. 

^ I believe Highlands and Lowlands 'ken 
that, sir, forbye England and Holland^** 
-feplted Ratcliffe, \vith the greatest compo- 
sure aqd efff oBtery. 

•• And what d'ye think the end o' your 
calMng will be ?" said the magistrate. 

" I could have gi'en a brave guess yes^ 
terday-^biit I dibna ken saei weel the dtty," 
answered the pi:isonen 
' ^< And what would you have said would 
have been your end, had you been asked 
the question yesterday i" 

'^ Just the gallows/* replied RatcI10e^ 
with the same domposure. 
1 •* You are a daring rascal, sir," said'tlie 
magistrate ; ^' and how dare you hope times 
»re tended with yon to- day ?" 

«* Drar,.your honour," answered Rat- 
cliffe, ** there's muckle difference between 
lying in prison under sentence of death, 
and staying there of ane's ain projper accord, 
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^hen it wohM have cost a man naething 
to get up and rin awa^— what was to hin- 
der me friun »teppmg out qiiietly^ when the 
rabble walked awa* wi' Jock Porteoiis yes4> 
treen ? — and does your honour really think; 
I staid on purpose to be hanged?" ' 

^^ I do not know what you. may hare 
proposed to yourself; but I know," said the. 
magistrate, *^ what the law proposes for 
you, and t^at is to hang you next Wednes* 
day eight days.'' 

: ^< Na, na, your honour,'^ Said RaCclkFe 
firmly, " craving your honour's pardon, Tft 
Re*er believe that till I see it* I have 
kenn'd the Law this mony a y^r, and 
mony a thrawart job I kae bad wi' her &Tst 
and last ; but the auld jaud is' no sae ill as^ 
tliat comes to — I aye fand her bark waur 
than lief bite." 

" And if you do not expect the gailows,* 
to which you are condemned,(for thefoufth 
time id my ktiowledge) may I beg the fa-' 
veur to know/'^said the magistrate, V what 

a 
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it is that, you ifot expect in coMUerAtiM trf 
your not havu^ taken your flight with the 
fest qf the Jail-binfa^ which I will adnnl was 
a line ,of conduct little to have been ex- 
piated?*' 

«< I wduld never^have thought for a mo- 
ment of stayii^ in that aidd gousty toom 
liouse»'' answered EatcUief ^* but that use 
and wont had Just gi'en me a fancy^ to the 
plaoe^ and I'm just expecting a bit post 
itft** 

^< A post i** exclaimed* the magistrate $ 
^''^ a whipping<-post9 1 suppose, you mean f' 

<< Na, na, sir, I bad nae thoughts o* a 
whuppin-post. After having been four 
times doomed to hang by the neck till I was 
dead, I think I am far beyond being whup^ 

pit" 
^< Then, in Heaven's name, what dM^ you 

expect?" 

«< Just the post of under*turnkey, for I 

wderstand there's a vacancy," said the pri- 

flioner $ << I wadna think of aslpng the lock- 
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isttHi'8 ^'plaeef ower his head ; it wadna suit 
jne sae weel as kber folk, fm I never could 
pit a beast out o"" the way^ mtidi less deal 
wi* a iBan*'* 

<< That's somethiog in yoar favour," said 
the iii^8Uate» making exactly the infer« 
ence to whft^h Bat^fie was desirous to lead 
him, though he siantied his art with an af- 
fectation of oddity. *^ Bat^*' oonti&wd the 
magistratey ^'how do you think you oan be 
trusted with a charge in the prisony when 



* Hangmanf up called from the amidl qoandty of 
neal (ScotticCf lock) which he was entitled to take out 
of every boll exposed to market in the city. In Edin- 
fcurgh the duty has been very long commuted ; but in 
Dumfries the finisher of the law still exercises^ or did 
kitely exercise, his privilege^' the quantity taken bbing 
fc^^ted by a sma& ironJadie, wfaidi beiises as the 
measure of his perquisite. The depression lock fur a 
small quantity of any readily divisible dry substance, as 
eorn, meal, flax, or the like, is still preserved, not only 
popularly, but in a legal description, ais the lack and 
gowpen, or small quantity and handfttj. payable in tiiir-« 
lage cases, as is^town multure. 

5 
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]^u have brbkeh at your own band hdlt the 
jails in Scotland?" 

<• Wi* your honour's leave/' said RatcKfie, 
"4f I kenn'd sae weel how to wiin out my- 
j$e)j it's like I wad be a' the better a hand 
to keep other folks in. I think they wad 
ken vtheir business weel thg-t held me in 
when I wanted to be out, or wto out when 
1 wanted to baud them in." > ^ . 

The oemark seemed to strike the magis* 
trate, but he made no further immediate 
remark, only desired Ratclifie to be remo- 
ved. 

Wheu this daring, and yet sly free-bootfer 
was outt^iiearitig, the magistrate asked the 
city-clerk*, *^ what he thought of the fellow^s 
assurance?" 

** It's no for me to say, sir," replied th^ 
clerk; ^* but if James ilatcliflfe be incli'nei^ 
t^ turn to good, there is iiot a man e'er 
came within the ports of the burgh, could 
be of sae muckle use. to the good town in 
the thief and ldck*uip line of business. Ill 
speak to Mr Sharpitlaw about him." 
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'Vf(m BstditbfB retreat, Butler was pla- 
ced at the table for examination. The ma- 
gistrate coadiicted his eaquirjr civilly, buft 
yet in a maaaer which gave him to under- 
9tand that he laboured under strong suspi- 
cion. With a frankness which at once be- 
came hia calling |md oharaoter, Butlar avow- 
ed his involuntary presence at 4^ murder of 
l^rteous, andt at the request of the magis^ 
trate, entered into a minute detail ef the 
circumstances which attended thsdt unhap- 
py i^ir. All the particulars, such as we 
have narrated, were taken minutdy down 
by the clerk ffom Biitler's diotation. 

When the narrative was eondudsd the 
<C9pss exaoitnation commenced, which it is 
a painful task even for the most candid 
witness to undergo^ since a story, especiid- 
fy if connected with agitating and alarm- 
ing incidents, can scarce be so dearly and 
distinctly told^ <but that some ambiguity 
and doubt may be. thrown upon it by a 
-atring ^ successive and minute interroga- 
>tories« 

VQU lU B 
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The magUtrate. commenced, by obser* 
ving, that Butler bad said his object was to 
return to the village of Ltbberton, but that 
-he was interrupted by the mob at the West- 
Port. " Is the West- Port your usual way 
cf leaving town when you go to Libber- 
.ton ?"' said the magistrate with a sneen 

•* No, certainly/' answered Butler, with 
-the haste of a m?^ anxious to vindicate 
the Accuracy of his evidence j " but I chan- 
ced to tte nearer that port than any other, 
and the hour of shutting the gates was on 
the 'point of striking." 

<< That was unlucky," said the magistrate 
•drily. " Pri^y^ being, as you say, under 
>coeiK;ioa.Ai)d fear of the lawless multitude, 
and compelled to accompany thetn through 
.seienes di^^reeable to £^11 men of humanity, 
.and! more; especially itreconcileable. to the 
.pcofewoki of a minister, did you not at- 
temi^t tQ struggle^ resist, or escape from 
their Viojience ?" 

Butlei^ replied, " that their numbers pre- 
vented him fcom attempting resistance, and 
their vigilance from- effecting his .escape." 



^* That was unlucky," again repeated 
the inagistrate, in the same dry inacqui^s- 
c6nt tone of voice and manner. He pro-, 
^ded with deceiicy and politeness, but 
with a stiffness whioh argued hjM (con- 
tinued suspicion, to ask many questions 
coiicei7:)ing the behaviour of the mob, the 
mapners and di'ess of the ringleaders } and 
when he cdncetved that the caution of But- 
i^r, if he. was deceiving him, dfiust b^ hiUed 
tsl^ep, the magistrate udddetily ai^d ftrifqi- 
ly returned to former parts of his declara^ 
tion, and required a new recapitulation of 
the drcuindtiaDces, to the minutest and 

A. 

most triytai point whiel)[ attepded each part 
(^.ti^e: inelanQholy $aene. Nb confusio;) 
or cootradictioQ, however, occmxeid, that 
cobld countenance the suspicion which he; 
ae^PKK}! to Jtmve /adopted agauast Butler. 
At l^pgth ^etfsaa^of his ijiterrog^torietk 



reached Madge Wildfire, at whose name 
the magistrate and town- clerk cci^cbwged 
significant glances. If the/%te<^f tlfeQopd^ 
Town h^ d^peBde4'pB her carefvt^ Wgis- 
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trate*8 kncywing the features and dress of 
this personage^ liis enquiries coukd not have 
been more* p»ticiil^. But Butler coutd 
say alinost noMng ei thi&person's features^ 
which 4Kr«r6' disguised apparently with red 
paint and^ sdot^ Hke an Indian going to bat- 
liOf besides the projecting shade of a curdl 
or coif^ which muiied the hair of the sup* 
posed female. He dedaredihat he thought 
he could not know this Madge 'Wildfire^ if 
placed before bitn in ^ i^flferent dress, but 
that he beliWed lie might recognise her 
voice* 

tFhe magistrate requested him again ta 
state by iritot gate he tdt the city. 
^<^ By the Cowgate-Poit," replied^ Butler. 
■H} Waa «hat the nearest read to Libber- 

tmr 

. 4i^^»Lamwered>Btttkr9 wi<li embarrass- 
aoevt } ^ but it was 'the nearest way to ex* 
tricate mysdf ^m the mob." 
' The ^derk and magistrate again ex- 
changed glances. 
«ft igi the Cowgate»Port a nearer way to 
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libbaiioii froai' die GrasMBArkfiU than 
BffUfto-FoirtP' f 
^ NV replied BuOer ;, '^ but I bad t^^ 

'^ jfodeed )?i'? aaui tlie iqlerrpgalor-^'^ You 
wieK-ip 4t bm^j'jto tell tbe sight ypu had 
witoes«ed|, X supi^ose ?' 

^^ Ifi^eed I wa& oot^" replied. Butler }. 
« Qc»^ did I epeak on the subject the whole 
tune 1 vfa» at Ssmt Leonard's Cragai 

'< W^h road did you tabro. to Saint 
I«eM»ld'«^€rag^?" 

<« % the foot of Saliahttry Craff^^' was 
tbe^fei^y^ 

<^ Indeed f-*^yDu seem partial^ to circuit 
toii^; routes/' agwA md the m^gistriKtet 
V Whofa did yom se«: after y<w leflt the 
cityr 

; One by one. he obtMned a descriptiou 
of every omi of the groins, who had p^gs-; 
ed Butler^, as aleeady noticedy their numi 
\ierp d^aeaaour^ and appeawnce; andji 
at lengthy came to the carcmnstance of the 
mystifiioifi . iStiMP^r. ia the Kintg'a f^tk. 
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On thk subjisct Batleir would fitin have JPt« 
itiained silent* But the magistrate bad no 
sooner got a slight hint concerning the in* 
cident, than he seemed bent to possess 
himself of the most minute particulars. ' 

** Look ye, Mr Butler/' said he; ** you 
are a young man, and bear an i excellent 
character ; so much I will myself testify in 
your favour. But we are aware there has 
been, at times, a sort of bastard and fifery zeat 
in some of your -order, and those, men irte* 
proacbable in other points, which has led 
them intodotng and countenancing greatir* 
regularities, by which the peace of the coiin-^ 
try is Uable to be shaken. — I will deal plaiiUy 
with you. I am not at alt satisfied with this 
stot-y^ of your setting oat again and again 
to seek your dwelling by two several fbads^ 
which \vere both circuitous. And, to be 
frank, n0 one wbpm we have examined on 
this imhappy affair coqld trace in your ap- 
peamnce any thing like- your acting under 
compulsion. Moreover, the waiters at the 
Cowgate-Port observed something like the 
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trepidi^on of guilt in jrour cbiidttcti-and 
declare that yoawere the first to command 
them ta open the gate, in a tone of antbo*' 
rity, >s if still presiding over the guards 
and outposts of the raUble, who h$d be** 
sieged th6m tbe whole aighf 

** God forgive them !*' ssud Butler ; •* I 
only a^ed free passage for myseif ; they 
must have much misunderstood, if they did . 
not wiliuUy misrepresent me/' 

^ Well, Mr Butler^" resnmed the magls*. 
trate, <^ I am inclined to judge the best 
and hope the best, as I am sure I wish the 
best ; but you ctiust be frank with me, if> 
you wkfa to secure my good opinion, and 
lessen the risk of inconvenience to your-' 
sdf* You have allowed you saw another 
indii?tduai iU' your pasisage through the 
King's Park to Saint Leonard's Crags-^I 
must know every word which passed be* 
twixt you." 

Thus closely pressed, Butler, who. had no 
ceas<m for. concealing what passed at that^ 
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conceraed in iit» thdiQghtit best t^^ triL tb6 
wlu>Ie truth £rom iieginiitB^ to end* - 

'* Do ydn sapfosey'^ sstd the mdgbtratei 
pausing, <' that the yonng "wommi wBl ftcw; 
cept an invitatioh iso mpbtrkfas?^ 

^ 1 fear she wfll;'^ replied Batleh 

*' Why do yo* use the wofd'j^nr if/^^ 
said the magistrate* . 

*^ Because I am ftpprehentive fat her 
safety, in medii^yat siiidiatiidieatid|iflatie, 
one who had scimethSng o£&eBiaidf!ifer of s< 
desperado^ and whose messstgd was of » 
charaetet so tnexiplicible.^^ 

«< Her safety diall be cared for,^ said the/ 
magistrate. ^ Mr Butier^ I am oraceraed 
I cannot immediateiy disdnu^e you from 
confinement, but I hope you will not be 
long detained. — Remove Mt Butler, and 
let him be provided with decent accommou 
dation in all respects." 

He was conducted back to the prison 
accordingly } but, in the food ofibrei to 
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him^ as well as in the apartment in i^hich 
he was lodged, the recommendation of the 
magistrate was strictly attended to. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Dark and eerie was the nigbV 

And lonely was the way, 
As Janet, wi' her green mantell. 

To Miles' Cross she did gae* 

Old Ballad. 

Leaving Butler to all the uncomfortable- 
thoughts attached to his new situation, 
among which the most predominant was 
his feeling that he was* by his confineiiient, 
deprived of all possibility of assisting the 
family at Sairit Leonardos in their greatest 
need, we return to Jeanie Deans, who had 
seen him depart, without an opportunity of 
further explanation, in all that agony of 
mind with which the female heart bids 
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adieu to the complicated sensations so well 
described by Coleridge,— 

y 

Hopes; and fears that kindle hopei 
An undistingukhable throng ; 

And gentle wishes long subdued- 
Subdued and cherishM long. 

* I!i; is not the firmest heart (and Jeanie; 
under her russet rokelay, had one that 
would not have disgraced Cato's daughter,) 
that can most easily bid adieu to these soft 
and mingled emotions. She wept for a few 
minutes bitterly, and without attempting to 
refrain from this indulgence of passion. But 
a moment's recollection induced her to 
check herself for a grief selfish and proper 
to her own afiections, while her father and 
sister were plunged into such deep and ir« 
retrievable affliction. She drew from her 
pocket the letter which had been that 
morning flung into her apartment through 
an open window, and the contents of which 
were as singular as the expression was vio« 
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lent «nd energetiii* ^' If ahe wauld save « 
human being from Ihe inoai damniBg guilty 
and all its desperate consequences,— if she 
desired the life and hdiiouf of faer^sister to 
be saved from the bloody fangs of an un- 
just ^aw,«— if she desired not to forfeit peace 
of mind here, and happiness hereafter," such 
was^ tfaAtioatykof^thecMJtmition:, ^%he 
was ratieated to give a sitfe, secret, and 
sotilairy meeting * to the wrilen She alone 
could rescue him/' so rai^ the letter, ^^ and 
he oely could' neMue her;" He was in such 
circutestances^ the billet farther infor^a^ 
her, that an atten^t to bring any witness 
of thm oonferenoe, or even to mention to 
her father, or. any other person whatisoever, 
the letter ^hich requested it, woidd incvi* 
tably prevent its taking place, and' insure 
the destructionof her sister* The lett^ eon** 
eluded wkh iQ0Dberent but violenit protest 
ations, that in* obeying tibss sujBiinons die 
had nothing to feu peiroonaUy* 

The message delivered; to. hec l^ Butlev 
from the stranger in the Park taUied eiLactly 
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irtth tile «o»teQtfc af th6 letteir^bot 
a later hoar and a di£ferent place of meeti* 
ii^. )Af purenitlf tim maker of the letter 
had been ooJotipdlcdtelat'Butiiie aorfar into 
ImmmMeaasi 4»r^e aakeof annbuoeiog 
tUiiCfteageito Jeaakb She was more thaii 
onee'^mttkefKiiBi of prodmckag the billet^ 
ia^mdicaiuai of iheiieif-'frein her iovetY 
hal£4iiiited«iqpiaioii8« But ttere is 8Q»^ 
thiog^inirioopfiig tb jtistiicKtioii wfaidi tlie 
pride f of innocenoe does not at idl ^ timea 
wfllingilj Buixnit to, bettdea thai the threats 
cooiakied in the letter^ in case of her be^ 
tca|Hng the secret, inmg heavy cm her heart. 
It is piobdde, however* that bad they re- 
mainectloitger together, she mi^ have ta^ 
ken ()be resolattoa- to rabmitthe whole 
matter to Butler, and be guided by him as 
to ib^ line of donduct whidi she cAiould 
adopt. And ^ijicn^ by the sudden inters 
niptiofl4)£ tfaeic'conferencey 'she)lo8t tlie opu 
portuaity of doing so, she &lt as tf ske had 
be«i uvjust tor a fmndi wbose'advieemight 
have bemi Idghly usefbl, and whose altMivr 
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ment deserved -her full «id unreserved edm 
fidence. 

To have recoui^e to her father upon thf« 
occasion, she considered as highly iinprui 
ident. iThere was no possibility of conjed- 
turix^ in what UgHt the matter might strike 
old Davtd; whose manner cf acting and 
thinking inr extraofdihary circumstances 
depended upon feelings and principles pe* 
cAliar to hiinself, and' the operation of 
which could not be calculated iipon even 
by those best acquaiiited with him. To 
have requested some feoiale friend to have 
accompanied her to the place of reiidez^ 
vous, would perhaps have' be^n the most 
eligible expedient y but the threats of the 
writer, that betraying his secret would pre^ 
vent dieir meeting (on which her sister's 
safety was said to dependi) from taking 
place at all, would have deterred her from 
making such' a confidence, even had she 
known a person in whom she thought 
it could' with safety have been reposed. 
But she kad w none such* Their acqiiainU 
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ance with the cottagers in the vicioity had 
been very slight, and limited to little trifling 
acts of good neigbpurhood' ' Jeanie knew 
little of thenit and What she knew did not 
greatly incline her to trust any of theoL* 
They were of the order of loquacious good- 
humoured gossips usually found in their si- 
tuation of life i. and Uieir conversation had- 
at all times few charms for a^young wotnan# 
to whom nature and the circumstance of a 
solitary life had given a depth of thought 
and force of character superior to the fri^ 
volouff part of her sex, whether, in high of 
lowd^ree. . 

Left alone and separated from all earthly 
counsel^ she had recourse to a friend and ad- 
viser, whose ear is open to the cry of the poor* 
eat fUEid a\OBt affiicted of his people. She kndt, 
and prayed with fervent sincerity^ that God 
would please to direct hier what course to 
follpw in hec arduous and distressing situa^ 
tion. It was the belief of the time and sect 
to which shcbelonged, that special answers 
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to pn^ef, differing little in rtheir 4haracteff 
from divine iiispiratiDny were/ as they ex-» 
pressed it, ^* borne in upon Aeic minds!' ia 
answer, to their earnest petitionsiin ^ crisis 
of difficulty. . Widioot eflteri»9into^an ab^ 
struse point of diTtnityy^se thing ii^.plain ; 
namdy^ that the petsen iwhodays open His 
doubts and ifisifesser iniprayeirt :witb S»U 
ing and aiDcerity» nniat necessarily) tin the 
act of doing, so, purify hiainind from the 
dross of w^ddtjr paasimsi and intexestsy and 
bring it intoldiat states when ths^resolutiioaa 
adopted are likely ,to be selected saitiier 
from a sense of duty, than from any iiifoi 
rior iiN)tiv!e» Jeaaie arose ftom her desro* 
tionsy with her beait (fortified < to ^eadmetd^ 
flietion, aad encouaaged ta.fiwse dM3feultie& 
^< I will, meet with.' this unhappy iMm»? 
she said to hersel£^-4M BBha|ipf hemnstibe} 
sincei I doubt/he iiaa lieen the cauw o€ poor 
£ffie's misfortaiieu4>iitI^wiU m«et him^be 
it jfi>r good or ilL My: mind shall « never 
cast up tO' floe^ diat^ £ir iear of wiiat might 
be said or done to me, I lefl that un- 
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done tinit iii%I}t ev^a yet be the mcue of 
her.** 

With a miad greatly composed Mnce the 
adoption of this jresdntioiit she went to at- 
tend her father. The old man, firm in the 
{>rinc]|>le»of his yontb^ did not» in ontward 
iqppearaaee at leasts pemk a thought of 
his ^family distress to interfere with the 
stoical reserve of his eoimtenance and maiw 
ners. He even ehid his daughter for ha^ 
ving negletied; in tbe distress of themomi. 
ing, some trifling domestic duties whidi 
/ell under her department. 

** Why, what meaneth this, Jeanie 7* said 
the old ]|ian-^5^ The brown four-year* 
aiild's milk is not seiled yet, nor the bowies 
put up on the. bink. If ye neglect your 
warldly duties in the day of afflictioni 
what ccHifidedce have I that ye mind the 
greater matters that concern salvartion? God 
knows^ our bowies^ and our pipkins, and 
our draps o' milk, and our bits o' breads 
are neaifet and deafer to us than the bread 
oflifcb** 
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Je£it)te, nptunpleased to hdkr^heriltfh^r*^ 
tboughtsUhus expand themselves beyond 
the sphere of his itemediata distress^ obey- 
ed him, and proceeded to put her bmiM* 
hold matters in order; while old- Diivid 
moved frmn place to place about his ordi- 
nary employments, sciCrce shewing, untess 
by a- nervous impatience at remaining long 
stationary, an occasional convulsive sigb^ 
or twiiikle of the eye-lid, that he was la*' 
bouring under the yoke of such, bitter a& 
diction. 

The hour of noon eame on, and the fk« 
ther and child sat down to their homely 
repast. In his petition for a blessing oii 
the meal, the poor old man added to his 
supplication, a prayer that the bread eaten 
in bitterness, and the waters of Merah^ 
might be made as nourishing as those 
which had been poured forth from a full 
eup and a plentiful basket and store ; and 
having concluded his benediction, and re^ 
sumed the bonnet which he had laid *^ i^« 
irerently aside,'' he proceeded to ei^Hort his* 
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daughter to eat« not by example mdeed, 
but at least by, precept. 

*^ The raan alter God'a own heart," he 
said, '^ washed and aiioifited himself, and 
did eait bread, ia order to express his sub- 
mission under a dispensation of suffering,, 
asid it did not become a Christian man or: 
^oman so to clir^ to creatur^comfarts.o£ 
wife or bairns,*'— ►(here the words became 
too great, as ft were, for bis utterance)—-^ 
'^ as to forget the first duty-H»ubmission to 
the Divine will,'* 

To add force to his precept, be took a 
morsel on his plate» but nature proved too 
strong even for the powerful feelings with 
which he endeavoured to bridleit. Ashamed 
of his weakness, he started up, and ran out 
of the hcHise, with haste very unlike the 
deliberation of his usual movemetits. In 
less tlian live minutes he returned, having 
successfully struggled to recover his usual 
composure of mind and countenance, and 
affected to colour over his Ute retreat,! 



by mattering tkat ht thdugbt he heard ib^ 
^< young staig loose m the byre/^ 
He did not agtfin tmsl hiois^f with tiie 

subject of hiB focnieff^eottversiiioi^an^ bi> 
daughter was.glad toj see that he seemcid Hfh 
avoid fiuBthef y diw o tt fse : 00: that agUf^togt 
topic. The houfs glided 00^ as on thi^. 
must anddapassyivhether winged vttb jojf 
w laden widi.afflicticm4 The sun s^ bey9ii4^ 
the dwky eniaence of the Castle^ and the 
screen of western* hilte^ and the close aS 
evening summoned David Deans aiid hift 
daughtec to the £imily duty k^ the e\¥«wg;. 
It came bitterly upon Jeante's recoUectioii» 
how olten^ wbett: the homr ^ \po]?A^ i^ 
]^oaefaed^ ^e used^ to watch the. lep^khen^v 
ing;dbadowi, and kKik out'fwiDftlie do^ir e^^ 
the housct ta tiee if idie could spy her sutetf« 
mturn homewaiid» Aiaa! this idle asM|L, 
thoughtless waste of time> to wlmt evU« 
had it aot finally led ? and .was s^ «2t(^^ 
fiittr guiMess^ who» noticing £4k'sitt|mi t/h 
idle and ligfat society^ had not called in ^Ht 
father's authority to restrain her ?— -iPuit I. 
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Mrted^ibr the- best) she again reflected^ and 
iMlio cMild'have expected such a flood of 
mfi, from one grain of' human leaven^ in a 
^Mijposttion ik>' kind, and candid, and ge^*. 
nerous? 

As <fiey sate down to the^^** exercise,^ as 
ittf citlled, a chair happened accidentallj 
to stand in the place which Effie usually 
occupied^. David^ Deans mw his daugb^i 
tei^s eyes' swim in tears as they were direct* 
tA towards this ol^ect, and^pusbed it aside, 
with a gesture Of some impatience, as if de« 
8iraas^to>destMy every memorial of eartUy 
faMerest*w4ien about to 'address the Deity. 
The porticm of ^Scripture was read, the 
fmlm was siiiig,'tlie prayer was made ; and 
h "was rematkaMe that^ kiidisdiaTging these 
duties^ the ^Id man aiwided all passages 
ttdexpressions^ of^hieh scffipture aUbrds 
so manyi .that might be^considered as ap* 
]^ictfble tO'hi» own 4ometitie misfortunes^ 
In doing * so i t^ « was perhaps his intention 
to spwe the feelings of 4iia daughter, as 
weft aa^'to ^maintain, in^oulward show at 
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!,^ast, that dtoic£il appekranee of patietit tut* 
'durance of all the evil which eiiirth could 
btitig, whieh was, I in his^opinion, essential 
to the character of one who rated all earth- 
ly things at their own just estimate of no- 
thtngiiess. When he had finished the duty 
c^the evening, he came up to his daughter, 
wished her good-night, and, having done 
ao, continued to hold her by the hands for 
half a minute j then drawing her towaBda 
}\m^ kisised her forehead, and ejaculated^ 
." The God of Israel bless you, even with 
the blessings of the promise, my dear bairn !"; 
It' was not either in the nature or habits 
of David Deans to seem a fond father j 
)0iov was he often known to e&perience, or 
at least to evince,. that fullness of the heart 
which seeks to expand itself in tender ex- 
pressions or caresi^es even to those who were 
dearest to hitn. Od the contrary, he used 
to censure thi$ as a degree of weakness in 
several of his neighbours, and particular] j[ 
in poor widow Batlen It f<diowed, hpwt 
ever^ from the rarity, of such emotiQns in 
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this self*d«9ied and reserved mao^ that )m 
children attached to occaiional marks of his 
afijsction and apfMx>batioD a degree of high 
in^rest and solemnity} well coosiderii^ 
them as evidences of feelii^s which were 
only ei^pressed when they became too in- 
t^ffa/^ for suppression or concealment 
. .:97ith d$ep, emoti^pn^ therefore, did he 
rbestqy^nd hi3>daugbter receive, this be« 
nedictiw.and paternal cvess. ^^ And yoM» 
.mydear father," exclaimed Jeanie, when the 
;door had closed upon the v^iierable old man, 
** i9.ay yOju> have purchased and, promised 
blessiogs multiplied upon you — upon yau^ 
who walk in thi& world as though you were 
jnot of th^ world, and hold all. thj^t it can 
give or ^ke a^ay but as tike, midges that 
ihe^9un*blink brings out, and the evepir^ 
.wind aveiBps away i" 

., She 9pw iqnade preparation for her night- 
fwalk^ Her Cathqr slept, in anol^h^r part of 
jhe dwftilwg^ 9Pd, regular in a^l his; habiliSf 
seldom Qf uevpr ^eft bis apari^ment when hfi 
had bets^^enhimself teitfqr the.eyenin|^ 
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H* was therefore easy fw her to leave the 
house unobserved^ so soon as the time ap* 
poached at w^h she was jbo keep her ap- 
^ntmeiit. But the stqp she was abou^f to 
tiJ^e bad difficttlties^ and terrors in her own 
^esy though she iAd no reason 1^ apjHre- 
bend her Other's interference. Her life 
had been apent in ike quiet, uniforaiy and 
regular seclusion of their peaeeAil and 
monotonous household. The vety hoor 
whieh some damsela of Ibe present day, m 
well of her own as of higher degree^ woold 
coBsidef as tiie natnral period of cosmeil* 
eing an 0vemfig of {deasure^ brouj^ in hw 
iepinion,. awe and ademidty in it ; and the 
resolation she bad taken had a strange^ 
daringy and adventurous ohamoter^ to^vijiieb 
tbe could hardly oeeoncUe hersdf when t^ 
momtent approached for putting it into ex* 
ecution. Her handa trembled as she mood* 
ed her &ir hair beneath die tibband,* then 
the only ornament or covet ^hich y^Mnag 
unmamed women wore on tlmf head, .atiri. 
as die ai^usted the scarlet tartan aoeen or 

9 
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muffler made of plaid, which the Scottish 
women wore, much in the fiishion of the 
black silk veils still a part of female dress 
in the K^titerl^nds. A sense of impro^ 
priety as well as of danger pressed upon 
her as she lilted the latch of her paternal 
mansion to leave it on so wild an expjsdi- 
tion, and at so late ah hour, unprotected 
ttn4 without the knowledge erf* her natural 
guardian^ 

When she foitod herself abroad and in 
^^ open ^Ids, additional subjects of ap- 

r 

pi^ehension crowded upon her*, l^e dim 
eiiffs!" and scattered rocks, intir^ersed with 
^Hen sward, dntmgh whibh she bad to 
fmi td the plaice of appointment, as they 
glkDmered be^e her in a dear autumn 
fi^hti recfdled to her .memory many a deed 
irf^iriolenc^y whicb^ ateordbig to tradition^ 
been done and suffered among* them; 
earlier days they had been the haunt 
§f :'rdbbers and assiasstn^ dm memory, of 
ii^se crimes are pr$!sttved in the various 
edicts which the couilcil of the cifyi and 
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even the parliament of Scotland, had pass^> 
ed for dispersing their bands, and insuring 
safej^y to the lieges, so near the precincts 
of the city. The names of these criminals^ 
and of their atrocities, were still remember* 
ed in traditions of the scattered cottages 
and the neighbouring suburb. In latter 
times, as we have already noticed, the se- 
questered and broken character of the 
ground rendered it a fit theatre &r duels 
and rencontres among the fiery youth of the 
period. Two or three of ^e^e incidents, aU 
sanguinary, and cme of them &tal in its 
termination, had haf^ened since Deans 
came to live ait Saint Leonard's, His daugh* 
ter's recollections, therefijie, were of blood 
and horror as she pursued the small scaree« 
tracked sotitaiy path, every step of which 
convi^yed her to a greater disUmce firom 
help, and deeper into the ominous seclu« 
aion of these unhillowed piecincts. 

As the moon began to peer forth .on the 
scene with a doubtful, flitting, and js(demn 
lighty Jeani^s apprehensions took another 
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turn, too peculiar to her rank and country 
to remain unnoticed. But to trace its ori^ 
gin wiU require another chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The spirit I have seen 



May be the devil. And the devil has power 
To assume a pleasing shape. 

WicHTcaAFT and da&monology, as we 
have had already occasion to wmark, were 
at this period believed in by almost all 
rankst but more especially among the 
stricter classes of presby terlaas, whose go- 
vernment), when at the head of the states 
had been much sullied by their eager- 
ness to enquire intOy and persecuie these 
imaginary crimes. Now, in this ' point of 
view alfio^ Saint Leonard's Crags and the 
adyacent Chase were a dreaded and iU-re- 
puted district. Not only had witches held 
their meetings there, but even of very 
late years the enthusiast, or impostor, men- 
tioned in Baxter's World (^ Spirits, had, 
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among the recesses of these romantic cli&f 
found his way into the hidden retreats 
where the fairies revel in the bowels of the 
earth. 

With all these legends Jeanie Deans was 
too well acquainted, to escape that strong 
impressron which they usually make on 
the miaginatien. Indeed, relations of this 
ghostly kind had been familiar to her from 
her infancy, for they were the only relief 
which her father's conversation afforded 
from controversial argument, or the gloomy 
history^ of the strivings and testimonies, 
escapes, <;aptures, tortures, and executions 
of those martyrs of the covenant, with 
whom it was his chiefest boast to say he 
had been acquainted. In the recesses of 
mountains, in caverns, and in morasses, to 
which these persecuted enthusiasts were so 
ruthlessly pursued, they coaceiired they 
had often to contend with the visible as* 
saults of the Enemy of Mankind, as in the 
cities, and in the cultivated fields, they^ 
were exposed to those of the tyrannical go- 
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vernineiit and their soldiery. Such were 
the terrors which made oiie of th^ir gifted 
seers exclaim^ when; bis companion return- 
ed to him, after having left him alone in a 
haunted Cavern ib Sorn it Galloway, <* It 
is hard living in this world«-^incarnate de- 
vils above the earth, and devils under the 
earth ! Satan has been here since ye went 
away, but I haVe dismissed him by resist- 
ance J we will be no more troubled with 
him this night*" David Deans believed 
this, and many other such ghostly encQun« 
ters and victories, on the faith of the An- 
sars, or auxiliaries of the banished prophets. 
This event was beyond David's remem- 
brance. But he used to tell with great awe, 
yet not without a feeling of proud superior- 
ity to his auditors, how he himself had been 
present at a field-meeting at Crochmade, 
when the duty of the day was interrupted 
by the aipparition of a tall black man, who, 
in the act of crossing a ford to join the 
congregation, lost ground, and was carried 
down apparently by the force of the stream^ 
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AU were instantly at work to assist hiin, 
but with: so little success, that ten 6r twelve 
stout men» who had hold of the rope which 
they had cast in to his aid, were rather in 
danger to be dragged into the stream, and 
lose their own lives, than likely to save that 
of the supposed perishing man. <* But fa- 
mous John Semple of Carsphairn," David 
Deans used to say with exultation, ^* saw 
the whaup in the rapei— * Quit the rope,* 
he <;ried to us, (for I that was but a callant 
had a haud o' the rape my sell ;) * it is the 
Great Enemy; he will burn, but not drown; 
his design is to disturb the good wark, by 
raising wonder and confusion in your minds ; 
to put off from your spirits all that ye hae 
heard and felt' — Sae we let go the rape," 
said David, ^' and he went adown the water 
screeching and bullering like a Bull of Ba«i 
shan, as he is c^^d in scripture." 

Trained in these and similar legends, it 
was no wonder that Jeanie began to feel 
an ill-defined apprehension, not merely of 
the phantoms which might beset her way. 
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but of the quality^ nature, and purpiise 6f 
the being who bad thus appointed her a 
meetings at a place and hour of horror^ and 
at a time when her mind must be necessi* 
rily fuU of those tempting and ensnaring 
thoughts of grief and despair, which wer* 
supposed to lay sufferers particularly 6p'en 
to the temptations of the Evil One. If 
such an idea bad crossed even B^j tier's wtllt 
informed mind, it was calculated to make 
a much stronger impression upon her'i^ 
Yet firmly believing the possibility of an 
encounter so terrible to flesh and blood» 
Jeanie, with a degree of resolution of which 
we cannot sufficiently estimate the merit, 
because the incredulity of the age has ren-^ 
dered us strangers to the nature and extent 
of Tier feelings, persevered in her determi^ 
nation not to omit an opportunity of doing 
something towards saving her sister, d< 
though in the attempt to avail herself of it 
she might be opposed to dangers so dread- 
ful to her imagination. So, like Christiana 
in the Pilgrim's Progress, when traversing 



THJB BJSAET OF MII><L07HUN. 57 

mifa a isinid yet xMolved stq> the terrors 
of the Valley of the fibadow of Deaths she 
gHdod on by rock and stone» ^ now in 
gUsainer and now in gloom/' as her path lay 
thro|]^b moonlight or shadow, and endea- 
voured to overpower the suggestions of 
fear, sometimes by fixing her mind upon 
the distressed condition of her sister, and 
the duty die lay.upder to aflford her aid, 
du>uld that be in her power ; andmore fre- 
quently by recurring in mental prayer to 
tihie protection of that Being to whom night 
is as poon-day*. 

Thus drowning at one time her .fears by 
fixing her mind on. a subject of overpower-; 
ing interest, and arguing them down at 
others by referring herself to the protection 
of the Deity, she at length approaphed the 
place assigned for this mysteriot^ confer- 
ence# ^ 

It.was situated in the depth of the valley 
behind Salisbmry Crags, which has for a back 
ground the north- weste]:n shoulder of the 
mountain called Arthur^s Seat, on whose 

c S 
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detcent still remain the nuiis of what was 
once a chapel^ or hennitage, dedicated to 
Saint Anthony the Eremitei. A better site 
for such a building could hardly have beai 
selected ; for the chapel, situated among the 
rude and patMess cMSb, lies in a dessertt 
even in the immediste vicinity of a lidi, 
populous, and tumultuous capital : and &e 
hum of the capital might mingle m1^ liie 
orisons of the reclusesi ccmveying as little 
of worlAy interest as if it had been the roar 
of the distant ocean. Beneath the steep 
ascent on which these ruins are still visiUe, 
was^ and perhaps is still pointed out, the 
place where the wretch Nidiol Muschat, 
who has been already mentioned in diese 
pages, had dosed a long scene of craelty 
towards bis unfortunate wife, by murdering 
her, with circumstances of uncommon bar- 
barity. The execration in which the man's 
crime was held extended itself to the {dace 
where it was pej^^efarated, which was mack, 
ed by a smaU^oira, or heap of stones^ com- 
posed of those which each chance passen- 
ger had thrown these in testimony of ab* 
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hcrrence, and cm the principle, it would 
seem, of the ancient British malediction, 
<* May you have a cairn for your burial* 
phcei'' 

As oHr herdoe approached this ominous 
and unhallowed spot^ gAic panaed and lodc«. 
ed to the moon,, now rtsifig broad on the 
north-west, and shedding a more distinct 
light than it had afforded during her walk 
thither. Eyeing the planet for a moment, 
she then slowly and fearfolly turned her 
head towards the cahrn, from which it was 
at first averted. She was at first disappoint* 
ed* Nothing was visible beside the little 
pile of stoneS) which shone grey in the 
moonlight A multitude of confused sug- 
gestions mshed on her mind. Had her 
correspondent deceived her» and broken his 
appointment ?— *was he tocr tardy at the ap^ 
pointment he had made?-^dr had some 
strange turn of fate prevented him ftom ap- 
pearing as he proposed ?-*-or If he were an 
unearthly being, as her secret apprehensions 
suggestedf was it his obJ€iot merely to de^ 



60 tAJ[.£6 €^ M¥ LAHBUmih 

l«(Ie her with fake hQpes^ and put iiei^ U> 
unnecessary toil and terror, accordia^ ta 
the nature, as she had heardt of those wan« 
dering daemons ?— -or did he purpose to 
blast her with the sudden horrora of Mi 
presence when she had come . dose to the 
place of rendezvous ? These anxious, re-* 
flections did not prevent her 'approaching 
to the cairn with a pace that, though slow» 
was determined* 

When she was within two yards of the 
lieap of 8t6nes, a figure rose suddenly up 
from behind it, and Jeanie scarce forbore 
to scream aloud at what seemed the realiza^ 
tion of the most frightful of her anticipa* 
tions. She constrained herself to silence, 
however^ and^ making a dead pause, 8u& 
fered the figure to open the conversation^ 
which he did, by asking, in a voice which 
agitation rendered tremulous tod hoUow^ 
*< Are you the miet of that ill-fi&ted young 
woman ?'^ 

«< I am— I am the sister of Effie Deam ^ 
exclaimed Jeanie. f And as ever you hope 
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God iviU faeaf'yoa^st jour need, t6ll me, if 
you can tell, what can be done to save lier!"^ 

^^lAonat hope God will hear me at my 
need*'' was the singular answer. <Vl do 
not deserve— I do not expect he will." This 
desperate language Ke uttered in a tone 
cakner than that with which he' had at first 
apoken, probably because the shock of first 
addressing her was what he fdt most difiK* 
cult to overcome. Jeanie remained mnte 
with horror to hear language expressed so 
utterly foreign to all whith she had ever 
been acquainted with, that it sounded in 
her ears rather like th^t of^ fiend than of 
a human. beiog. The stranger pursued his 
address to her without seeming to notice 
her surprise. V You see before you a wretch, 
pred^tined to evil here and hereafter.'- 
t ^Fi)T the sake of Heaven, that hears and 
sees us,'^ said Jeanie, <* dinna speak in this 
dei^eraie fashion ! The gospel is sent to the 
chief of sinners — to. the most miserable 
among the miserable." 

*• Then should I have my own share 
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therein^ s^ the stranger, <* if you call it 
sinful to have been the destruction of the 
mother that bore me— -of the friend that 
loved me— -of the woman that trusted 
me — of ijfke innocent child that was born 
to me» if to have done all^tiits is to be a 
sinner, and to survive it is to be misera- 
ble, then am I most guilty and mostmiser- 
able indeed." 

*« Then you are the wicked cause of . 
my sister's ruin ?" said Jeanie, with a na- 
tural touch of indignation expressed in her 
tone of voice. 

" Curse me for it, if you will," said the 
stranger ; << I^have well deserved it at your 
hand." 

<« It is fitter for me," said Jeanie, *< to 
pray to God to forgive you." 

«* Do as you will, how you will, or what 
you win,'' he replied, with v^emence; 
<< only promise to obey my directions, and 
save your sister's life." 

" I must first know," said Jeanie, " the 
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means you would have me loe in her be- 
half." 

M No !-^QU mvBt first swear«'--soleiniily 
swear> that you will emfioy diem, when I 
make them koowii to you." 

<* Surdy, it is needless to swear that I 
will do idl that is lawful to a Christian, to 
save the life of my fidster ?" 

^< I will have no reservation P' thundered 
the stranger ; << lawful or unlawful. Christ- 
ian or heathen, you idiall swear to do my 
hest, and act by my counsel, or— you little 
haow whose wrath you provoke !" 

^< I will tlrink on what you have said," 
said Jeanie, who began to get much alarm- 
ed at the frantic vehemence of his manner, 
anid disputed in her own mind, whether 
she spoke to a maniac, or bx\ apostate spirit 
iAcaonate«i^^< I will think on what you say, 
and let you ken to-nxorrow." 

<^ To»morrow ?" exclaimed the man, with 
a laugh of scom~^ And where will I be 
to-morrow? — or, where will you be tia- 
night, unless you swear to walk by my 

6 



64 TAL^d QF MT^I^AKDLpail* ^ 

coun^L !«*-Tl]^re wa» one aGCurs€4 deed 
done at thia spot before nowj and there 
shall t)e another to match it, unless ybu 
yield. ^ to my guidance body and souL'* 

As he spoke, he offered a pistol at the 
unfortunate young woman. -She neither 
fled nor fainted, but sunk on her kbees^ 
and asked him to spare her life. ' ; 

** Is that aH you have to say ?'* 

«* Dp not dip your, hands in the blood of 
a defenceless, creature that has. trusted td 
you," said Jeanie, still >Qn her knees* 

" Is that all you can say for your life f*-^. 
Have you no promise to give ?-T-Will you 
destroy your sister, and compel me to shed 
more blood ?" 

«* I can promise nothing,'* said Jeahie» 
^^ which is unlawful for a Christian." 

He cocked the weapon, and held it Up- 
wards her. 

•* May God forgive you !" she said, 
pressing her hands^ forcibly against lier 
eyes. 

*^ D-— n, !" muttered the man j , and. 
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iumiiig aside from her, he uticocked the 
pistolt and replaced it in his pocket—.** I 
am a villain,^ he said, << steeped in guilt 
and wretchedness, bat not wicked enough 
to do you any harm ! I only wished to ter* 
rify you into tfey measures — She hears me 
not — she is gone . — Great God I what a 
wretch am I become !'* 

As he spoke, she recovered herself from 
an agony which partook of the bitterness 
of death ; and, in a minute or two, through 
the strong exertion of her natural sense 
and coiirage, collected herself sufficiently 
to understand he intended her no personal 
injury. 

*« No 1'* he repeated j «* I would not add 
to the murder of your sister^ and of her 
child) that of any one belonging to her !-— 
Mad, frantic, as I am, and unrestrained hy 
either fear or mercy, given up to the pos- 
session of an evil being, and forsaken by 
all that is good, I would not hurt you, were 
the world offered me for a bribe ! But, for 
the sake of all that is dear to you, swear 
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you will follow my counseL Take this wesu 
pon^ dKxA me through the head» and with 
your own hand revenge your sister's wrongs^ 
only follow the course«-the only course^by 
which her We can be ^aved." 

*< Alas ! is she innocent or guilty ?' 

« She! is guiltless— rguiltless of every 
thing, but of having trusted a. villain !-^ 
Yet had it not been for t&ose that were 
worse than I am-^yes, worse than I am, 
though I am bad enough— this misery had 
not befallen*'' 

^ And my sister's child-^does it live ?" 
said Jeanie. 

•* No J it was murdered — the new-born 
infant was barbarou^y murdered,*' he ut- 
tered in a I0W9 yet stern and . sustained 
voice ;— but," he added hastily, •* not by 
her knowledge or consent." 

** Then, why cannot the guilty be brought 
to justice, and the innocent freed ?" 

*^ Torment tne not with questions which 
can serve no purpose," he sternly replied — 
** The deed was done by those who are far 
enough from pursuit, and safe enough from 
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discovery !— No one can save EflBebot your- 
self.'' 

** Woes me ! how is it in my power 7* ask- 
ed Jeanie> in despondency. 

" Harken to me!— You have senses— 
you can apprehend my meaning— I wiQ 
trust you-^Your sister is innocent of the 
crime charged against her^ 

'' Thank God for that !" said Jeanie. 

'^ Be still, and harken! — The person 
who assisted her in her illness^ murdered 
the child ; but it was without the mother's 
knowledge or consent^he is therefore 
guiltless, as guiltless as the unhappy inno* 
cent, that but gasped a few minutes in this 
unhappy worid-*-the better was its hap to 
be so soon at rest She is innocent as that 
infant, and yet she must die — it is impossi- 
ble to clear her of the law i** 

« Cannot the wretches be discovered 
and given up to punishment ?" said Jeante. 

** Do you think, you will persuade those 
who are hardened in guilty to die to save 
another ?— Is that tiie reed you would lean 
tor 
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«< But you ' said there was a remedy,** 
again gasped out the terrified young wo^ 
man. ' '. 

" There is,** answered the stranger, " and 
it is in your own hands. The blow which 
the law aims cannot be broken by directly 
endbuntering it, biit it may be turned aside.^ 
You saw your sister during the period prie- 
ceding the birth of Her ehiM*T«what is so 
natural as that bhe i^oqld have mentioried 
berobndition to you ?'The doarig so Would; 
as thek cant goes, tiake the case^hom un« 
derdre statute, for it removes the quality 
of concealment. 1 know their jargon, and 
have had sad cause to know it; and the 
quality of concealment is essential to this 
statutory offence. 'Nothing is So natural as 
that Effie should have mentioned her con« 
dition to you — think — ^reflect-— I am posi- 
tive that she did.'^ 

"Woes me !" said Jeanie, •« she hever 
spoke to me on the subject, but grat sore- 
ly when I *spoke to her about her altered' 
looks, and the change oti her spirits." 
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'<< You asked her questions oa the sub* 
ject ?" he said, eagerly. ^< You must re- 
inember her answer was, a confession that 
she had be^n ruined by a vilUun«— y es, lay a 
strong emphasis on tlnit— a cruel, false vil- 
lain call it— rany other name is unnecessary ; 
and that she bore under her bosom the con- 
sequences of his guilt and her folly ; . and 
that he had assured ha: he would provide 
^ely for h€t approaching illness. — Well 
he kept his word !" These liust words he 
spoke as il^were to himself, and with a vio- 
lent gesture of self-accosation, and then 
calmly proceeded, " You will remember 
all this ?-*-Thatis all that is necessary to be. 
said.'' 

*^ But I cannot remember," apswer^ed 
Jeame, with stmpUdty, 'f that wHiqh JSffie 
never told me." 

** Are you s6 dijl~-so very dull of ap- 
prehension !" he ejKclaimed, suddenly grasps 
ing her arm, and holding it firm in his h^d. 
^* I tell you," (speaking, between his te$thj 
and under bis btieatiib but with great ener-* 

9 
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gjy) ^ yoa must remember that die tbid 
you all this, whether she ever said a sylfau 
ble of it <Nr no« You must sqpeat this tale^ 
in which there is no falsehood, except ia 
80 far as it was not told to you, before these 
Justtces-^asticjary-^whatsoeyer they call 
their blood-thirsty court, and save your sis- 
ter from being murdered, and Aem firom 
becoming murdeirexs* Do not hesitate-*-! 
pledge li^ and salvation, that in saying 
what I have said, you wSU only sj^^ak the 
simple truth." 

<< But," rej^ied Jeanie, whose judgment 
was too accurate not to see the sophistry 
of this Aliment, <* I shall be ttan-swom 
in the very thing in which my testimcMiy is 
wanted, for it is the conceaijiment for which 
^oor Efiie is^ lilaoledi and you would »ake 
me tell a^falsehood anent it»" 

<< 1 see,'' he said, -^ my first sujipMOtotils of 
you were right, and that you witt let yomr 
sister, innocent, fiur, and guikless,. except 
in trusting a villain^ die the dfeath of a^mur- 
dress, rather than bestow 4lie 4)PeMh ol your 
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mouth and the sound of your voice to save 

^ I wad ware the best blood hi my body 
to keep her skaithless/* said Jeanie, weep- 
ing in bitter agony, << but I canna change 
right into wrang, or make that true which 
is false." 

'< Foolish, hard-hearted girl,'' said the 
stranger, " are you afraid of what they may 
do to you ? I tell you, even the retainers of 
the law, who course life as greyhounds do 
hares, will rejoice at the escape of a crea- 
ture so young — so beautifol ; that they will 
not suspect your tale ; that, if they did sus- 
pect it, they would consider you as deser- 
ving, not otily of for^veness^ but of praise 
for yonr natural affeietion/' 

-*^ It is tiot man I fear,'' said Jcanie, look- 
ing upward ; ^ the God,, whose name I 
mu^ onH on to witnessHie truth of what I 
say, he will kn ow the fkisehood/' 

" And he will know the motive," said 
llie stranger, eagerly ; ^^ he will. know that 
3n(>u>ax^ dobg this^-^not for lucre of gain^ 
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but to save the life of the innocent, and 
prevent (he commission of a worse ctime 
than that ^hlch the la'w seeks to avenge." 

«^ He has given us a law," said Jeanie, 
** for the lamp of our path j if we stray from 
it, we err against knowledge — I may not 
do evil, even that good may come out of it. 
But you — ^you that ken all this to be 
true, which I must take on your word,— 
you that, if I understood what you said 
e^en now, promised her shelter and protec- 
tion in her travail, why do not you step 
forward^ and bear leal and soothfast evi* 
dence in her behalf, as ye may with a clear 
eonsoience ?** 

" To whom do y6u talk of a clear con- 
science, woman ?" said he, with a sudden 
fierceness which renewed her twrors,*— 
<< tome ?-— I have not known one for many 
a. year. Bear witness in her behalfi— a 
proper witness, that, even to speak these 
few words to a womaa of so little conse- 
quience as yourselfi must chuse^sucfa an hour 
and such a place as this. When you see 
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ajirls and bats fly abroadt like larks^ in the 
sunshine, you may expect to see such as I 
juniq theassemblieaof men. — Hush — ^listen 
to thfit." 

A voice was heard to sing one of those 
wild and monotonous strains so common in 
Scotland, and to which the natives of that 

« 

country chaunt their old ballads. The 
sound ceased — then came nearer, and was 
renewed j the stranger listened attentively, 
still holding Jeanie by the arm, (as she 
stood by him in motionless terror) as. if to 
prevent her interrupting the strain by speak- 
,iog or stirring. When the sounds were re- 
newed, the words were distinctly audible : 

<^ When the gledd*8 in the blue cIoud| 

The l^vrock lies still ; 
When the hound's in the green*wood, 

Tbe hilKl k^epB tfae hitt/*" 

f£9i£ poison who sung kept a strained tad 
ifomm&jtl voice at its very highest pitdb, so 
.fthatiit4XMild be hwi^ at a very . emiiidera. 

..II.. D 
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ble distance. As the soog ceased^ they 
might hear a stifled soundt as of steps and 
ivhispers of persons approaching them. The 
song was again raised, but the tune was 
changed t 

'' O sleep ye sounds Sir James, she 8aid# 

When ye suld rise and ride ? 
There's twenty men, wi* bow and bladei 
, Are seeking where ye hide." 

<« I dare stay no longer/* said the stran- 
ger ; " return home, or remain till they 
come up — ^you have nothing to fear— *but 
do not tell you saw me — ^your sister*s fate 
is in your hands/' So saying, he turned 
from her, and with a swift, yet cautiously 
noiseless step, plunged Into the darkness on 
the side most remote from the sounds which 
they heard approaching, and was soon lost 
to her sight Jeanie remained by the cairn 
terrified beyond expression, and uncertain 
whether'she ought to fly homeward with all 
the speed she could exert, or wait the s^- 
proach of those who were advancing to- 
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wards hen This uncertainty detained het 
so long, that she now distinctly saw two or 
three figures already so near to her, that a 
precipitate flight would have been equally 
fruitless and impolitic 
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CHAPTER IV. 



She speaks things in doUbt, 



That carry but half sense : her speech is nothing, 
Yet the unshaped use of it doth move 
The hearers to collection; they aim at ity 
And botch the words up fit to their own thoughts. 

Humkt, 

Like the digressive poet Ariosto, I find my* 
self under the necessity of connecting the 
branchesof my story, by taking up the adven- 
tures of another of the characters, and bring- 
ing them down to the point at which we have 
left those of Jeanie Deans. It is not, per- 
haps, the most artificial way of telling a story, 
but it has the advantage of sparing the ne- 
cessity o£ resuming what a knitter (if stock- 
ipg-looms have left such a person in the 
land,) might call our *^ dropped stitches j** 

10 



n 
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a labour in which the authbr genecaUy toils 
iBucb, without getting; credit for hia pains* 

^< I could risk a sraa* wad*," said the cteck 
to the magistrate, " thiat this rascal Bat* 
cliffe, if he was insured of his neck's safety, 
could do nioi*e than ony ten of our police- 
people and constables, to he^ us to get 
out of dws scrape of Porteous's. He is weel 
acquent wi' a' the smugglers, thieves, and 
banditti about EdiAburgh; and, indeed, 
he may be galled the fetter of a* the mis* 
doers in Seo4}laad» for he has passed amai^ 
them for dieae twenty yea^s by the name 
DsuJUie Rat" 

^ A bonny sort of asceundre^" refdied 
the auigtstrate^ ^ to expect a place under 
the city I" 

** Begging your h<Miour's paidott," said 
the city's proi^uratoK-fiscaK upon whiom the 
duties of superinte»taint of polioe devolved, 
^< Mr F^sisrieve i& perfectly in the r^t 
It is just sic asRatcHffe that the town needs 
in my department j an' if sae be that he's 
disposed to turn his knowledge to the city 
service, ye'il no find a better man.<«-Ye'lt 
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get nae Baints to be searchers for un- 
customed goodsy m, for thieves and sic 
>like ;-^and your decent sort of men, re* 
ligious professors, and broken tradesmen* 
that are put into the like o' sic trust, caa 
do nae gude ava. They are feared for this, 
and they are scrupulous about that, and 
they are na free to tell a lie, though it naay 
be for the benefit of the city; and they 
dinna like to be out at irregular hows, and 
in a dark cauld nighty and they like a clopt 
ower the croun far waur ; and sae between 
the fear o' God, and the fear o' man, and the 
fear o' getting a sair throat, or sair banes, 
there's a dozen o'our city*folk, baith waiters, 
and officers* and constables, that can find exit 
naething but a wee>bit skulduddery for the 
benefit of the Kirk-treasurer. Jock Por- 
teous, that's stiff and stark, puir fallow, Was 
worth a dozen o' them ; for he never had 
ony fears, or scruples, or doubts, or con- 
actence, about ony thing your honours bade 
him/' 

<* He was a gude tservant o' the town," 
said the Baillie, <* though he was an ower 
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firee-living man. But if you really think 
this raacal Ratcliffe. could do us ohy serviee 
in discovering these malefactors, I woukl 
iBSttre him life, reward, and promotion. It's 
an awsome thing this mischance for the city, 
Mr Fairscrieve. It will be very ill tane wi' 
abnoe stairs. Queen Caroline, God bless 
ber, is a woman-«-at least I judge sae, and 
ks nae treason to speak my mind sae far-^ 
and ye maybe ken as weel as I do^ for 
ye hae a housekeeper, though ye are nae 
miurried man; that women are wilfu', and 
downa bide a slight. And it will sound ill 
in her ears, that sic a confused mistake suld 
come to pass, and naebody sae muckle as 
to be put into the Tolbooth about it»" 

** If ye thought that, sir," said the pro- 
e^ratof*fiscal, ^< we could easily clap into 
the prison afewblackguardsupon suspiciooi. 
It will have a gude active look, and I hae 
aye plenty on my list, that wadna be a hair 
the waur of a week or twa's imprisonment ; 
and if ye thought it no strictly just, ye 
could be just the easier wi* them the neist 
ttine they did ony thing to deserve it } jthey 
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arena the sort to be lang o* geeing ye an 
opportunity to clear scores wi' them on- that 
accoant." 

^ I doubt that will hardly do in this 
ease, Mt Sbarpttiaw^'' returned the towv* 
derk ; ** they'U run their letters^ and be 
adrift again, before yn ken where ye are." 

<< I will speak to the Lord Provost^'' said 
the magistratei <^ about RaVcliffi^^s^ business* 
Mr Sfaarpitlawy you will go with me and 
receive instructionsr-^spinetlmig may be 
made too out of this story of Butler's and 
his unknown gentleman-~I know nd busi* 
ness any man has to^ swagger about in the 
King's Farki and call himself the devil^ to 
the terror of honest folks, whodinna care to 
hear mair about the devil than is said from 
the pulpit on the Sabbath. I cannot think 
the preacher himsell wad be heading the 
moby though the time has been, they hae 
been as forward in a bruilzie as their neigh* 
boars*'' 

'< But these times are lang bye/' said Mr 
Sharpitlaw. <* In my father's time, there was 
mair search for silenced ministers about the 
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Bow-head and the Covenant-close, and all 
the tents of Kedar,-as they ca'd the dwell- 
ings o' the godly in those days, than there's 
now for thieves and vagabonds in the Laigh- 
Calton and the back o' the Canongate. But 
that time's weel bye, an' it bide. And if 
the BaiUie will get me directions and aa« 
tbority from the Provost, TU speak w? 
Daddie Rat mysell; for I'm thinking III 
make inatr out o' htm than ye'll do." 

Mr Sharpitlaw, being necessarily a man 
of high trust, was accordingly empowered, 
in the course of the day, to make such ar- 
rangements, as might seem in the emergen- 
cy most advantageous for the Good Town. 
He went to the jail accordingly, and saw 
Ratcliffe in private. 

The relative positions of a police-officer 
and a professed thief bear a different com- 
plexion, according to circumstances. The 
most obvious simile of a hawk pouncing 
upon his prey, is often least applicable. 
Sometimes the guardian of justice has the 
air of a cat watching a mouse, and, while 



he suspends his purpose of sprmging upon 
the pilferer, taking care so to calculate bis 
. motions that he shall not get beyond bis 
power. Sometimes, more passive stilly he 
: uses the art of fascination ascribed to the 
. rattle^ snake, and contents himself with gla- 
ring on the victim, through all his devious 
flutterings; certain. that his terror, oan- 
^ fusion, and disorder of ideas, will bring 
him into his jaws at last. The interview 
between Ratcliffe and Sharpitlaw had an 
aspect different from all these. They sate 
for five minutes silent, on opposite sides of 
a small table, and looked fixedly at each 
other, with a sharp, knowing, and alert cast 
of countenance, not unmii^gled with an in- 
clination to laugh, and resembled, more 
than any thing, else^ two dogs, who, prepa- 
ring for a game at romps, are seen to coueh 
down, and remain in that posture for a lit- 
. tie time, watching each other's movements, 
. and waiting which shall bqgin the game. 

*^ So, Mr Ratcliffe," said the officer, con- 
ceiving it suited, his dignity to speak first, 
<< you give up business, I find ?* 
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<< Yes, flic,'' replied RatcUfib ; "« I shall 
be on that lay nae mair-*-and I think that 
will save your folk some trouble, Mr Shar^- 
iOaw?" 

^ * Which Jock Dalgleish" (then finisher 
of the law in the Scottish metropolis,) 
^^ wad save them a« easily,'' returned the 
procurator-fiscaL 

<< Ay ; if I waited in the Tolbooth here 
to have him fit my cravat— 4»ut that's an 
idle way o' speaking, Mr Sharpitlaw." 

*< Why, I suppose you know you are on-* 
der senteqqe ctf* death, Mr liatcliffe ?' re- 
plied Mr Sharpitlaw. 

*^ Ajf so are we a', as that worthy mini- 
st(^ said in the T<4booth Kirk the day Ro*^ 
bartson wan. off; but naebody k^ns when it 
will be executed. Gude faith, he had bet- 
t^ rea3on to say sae than he dreamed of, 
before the play was played opt that mornt 

^' This Robertson," said Sharpitlaw, in 
9 lower, and something like a conficl6ntial 
tone, <^ d'ye ken, Rat--*that is, can ye 
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giis US any inkling wbere he iir to be^ard 
tello*?* ' 

" Trotfe, Mr Sbarpitkw, 111 be ftai* wr 
ye ; Robertson is rather a cut abune ne— >* 
a wild deevil he was, and mony a dafl 
prank be played ; but except the Collec- 
tor's job that Wils<m led him into, and some 
tuilzies about run goods wi' the gaugers 
and the waiters, he never did ony thing 
that came near cRir line o' businefis.** 

«< Umph ! that's singular, eonsidering the 
company he kept." 

" Fact, upon my honour and . credit^** 
said Ratclifie, gravely* '^ He keepit out &~ 
our little bits of affairs, and that's mair than 
Wilson did ; I bae dune business wi' Wil« 
son afore now* But the lad wffl cmne eo^ 
in time ; there's nae fear of him ^ naebody 
will live the life be had le^ but whi^t h^l 
come to sooner or lat^n"^ 

^' Who or what is he, Ratclifie ? yon 
kiiow, I suppose ?" said l%arpitlaw« 

^ He's better born, I judge, than he 
cntes to let on ; he's been a soldier, and he 
has been a play-actor, and I watna what he 
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kas bee» er luisea been, for as young as M^^ 
is, sae that it had dafBng and nonsense 
about it." 

<< Pinettj pranks he has played in his time» 
I 8U|)p(»e r 

«^ Ye may say that," said Ratcliflfe, with 
a saerdonic smile } ^ and^"^ (toueHhig his 
nme^y ^ a deevi! amang the lasses.*^ 

^ like enough,'' said Shaq^itlaw. *«Wee]^. 
Ratclifll^t I'll no stand nifleriBg wi' ye y ye 
ken the way that ^vour's gotten in my of* 
&;e ; ye maun be usefu',*^ 

*^ Certainty, sir, to the best of my power 
— naething for naething — I ken the rule of 
the office^'' said the ex>»depredaton 

<< Now the prinoipal thing in band e'eir 
now," said the official person, ^ is this job 
of Porteous's ; i»& ye can gi^ us a lift—* 
why^ the inoer turnkey 'q office to begin 
wi', and the captainship in time-*-ye un- 
d.«tand my meaning J*' 

^ Ay, tfoth do I, sir ^ a wink^Sc as gude 
as a nod to a blind horse ; but Joek Por« 
teouflTs job— Lord help ye, I was under 
sentence the bale time. God! butlcould* 
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na help Umghing when I heard Jock skirl- 
ing for mercy in the lady's hands ! Mony a 
het skin ye hae gi'en me, neighbour, thought 
I, tak ye what's gaun^ ; time about*9 fair 
play ; ye'll ken now whftt hanging's gude 

for.'' 

<< CcMne, come, this is all nonsense, Rat» 
Ye canna creep out at that hole^ lad } 
you must speak to the point, you under- 
stand me, if you want favour ; gif-gaf makes 
gude friends, ye ken,'* 

^* But how can X speaks to the point, as 
your honour ca's it," said Batcli£fe, de* 
mutely, and with an air of great simplicity, 
'^ when ye ken I was under sentence, and 
in, the strong-room a' the while.the job was 
going on ?" . 

<* And how can we turn you loose on the 
public again, Daddie Rat, unless ye do or 
sp^y something to deserve it ?*' 

** Well then, d — n it!** answered the 
criminal, << since it maun be sae, I saw 
Geordie Robertson amang the boys that 
br,ake the jail } I suppose that will do me 
spflpie gu^e r ; 

8 
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. «< .Thatffl speaking to the pnrposey indeed," 
said the offioe-^bearer ; *' and now, .Rat, 

.where think ye we'll find him ?" 

<^ De'il haet o' me kens/' said Ratcliff^ ; 

J* he'll* no likely gang back to ony o' his auld 
howifs ; hell be off the country by this 
time* He has gude friends some gate or 

, other, for a' the life he'is led j he's been 

• weel educate." 

" He'll, grace the gallows the better," 
said Mr Sharpitlaw ; << a desperate dog, to 

* murther an officer of the city for doing his 
' duty! Wha kens wha's turn it might be 

ne&t ?•»— But you saw him plainly ?" 

** As plainly as I see yoti," 

** How was be dressed ?" said Sharpitlaw. 

'^ I couldna weel see j; something of a 
. woman's bit mutch on his head ; but ye 
never saw sic a ca'-throw. Ane couldna 
hae een to a' thing." 

" But did he speak to no one ?" ^said 
Sharpitlaw. 

*• They were a' speaking and gabbling 
through other," said Ratclifie, who was ob* 
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viously untitling to carry his evidence far* 
ther thaa be could possibly help. 

« This will not do, RatcMflfe,*' said the 
procurator j ** you must speak aut^^out — 
0ut,^ tapping the table emphatically as he 
repeated that impressive monosyllable. 

<< It's very hard, sir ; and but for the un« 
der-turnkey's place" 

" And the reversion of the captaincy-^ 
the captaincy of the Tolbootb, man— -that 
is, in case of gude behaviour." 

« Ay, ay," said RatclifiS?, " gude behavi- 
our 1-^there's the deeviL Anid then it^'s wait- 
ing for dead folks shoon into the bargain." 

'^ But Robertson's head will weigh some- 
thing," said Sharpitlaw ; *< something gay 
and heavy. Rat } the town maun show cause 
---that's right and reason — and then ye'U 
hae freedom to enjoy your gfear honestly." 

** I dinna ken," said Ratcliffe ; << it's a 
queer way of beginning the trade of ho- 
nesty — but de'il ma care. Weel, then, I 
heard and saw him speak to the wench 
Effie Deans, that's up there for child*mujr« 
der." 
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« Tbe de'il ye did ?. Rat, this is finding 
SL nnre's neyt wP a witness. — ^And the mati 
Aat qK>ke t» Bader ki the Park, and that 
mas to meet wi* Jeanie Xteans at Muschat^ 
Gairn-«->wbew ! huf that and that thegither. 
As sure as I live he's^been the father of the 
lassie'^s wean." 

^' There faae b^een waur guesses thm tha^ 
Pmt thiiricing^" observed Ratcliife, turning 
his quid of tobacco in kjs^ cheeky and squirt^ 
iog OQt Idle jmce* ** I heard something a 
*hile ^«e about \m A»wing up m' a 
berniy quean about thePleanantS)^ and that 
it was a' Wiison could do to keep kiin £tae 
manykig her." ' 

Here a city officer entered, and told 
Sbarptllaw that they had the woi^fian in cus* 
tody whom he had directed them to bring 
before him. 

« It's little matter now," said he, ** the 
thing is taking another turn j however, 
George^ ye may bring her in." 

The ofBcer retired, and introduced upon 
his return, a tali, strapiping werich of eigh* 
teen or twenty, dressed fantastically, in a 
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sort of blue riding jacket, with tarnished 
lace^ her hair clubbed like that of a man, 
a Highland bonnet, and a bunch c^ broken 
feathers, a riding skirt (or petticoat,) of 
scarlet camlet, embroidered with tarnished 
flowers. Her features were coarse and 
masculine, yet at a little distance, by dint 
of very bright wild-looking black eyes,^ an 
aquiline nose, arfd a commanding profile, 
appeared rather handsome. She flouridbed 
the switch she held in her hand, dropped a 
curtsy as low as a lady at a birth-night in- 
troduction, recovered herself serasingly ac- 
cording to Touchstone's directions to An- 
drey, and opened the conversation withoot 
waiting till any questions were asked. 

<« God gi'e your honour gude e'en, and 
mony o* them, bonny Mr Sharpitlaw-^Gude 
e'en to ye, Daddie Ratton — they tauld me 
ye Were hanged, man ; or did ye get out o' 
John Dalgliesh's hands like half-hangit 
Maggie Dickson ?" 

*« Whisht, ye daft jaud," said RatcliflFe, 
<< and hear what's said to ye." 

•* Wi' a' my heart, R^ttcm. Great pre- 
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fennent for poor Madge to be brought up 
the street wi' a grand man, wi' a coat a' 
passemented wi' worset-lace, to speak wi' 
provosts, and baiUies, and town- clerks, and 
prokitors, at this time o' day-p-and the hale 
town looking at me too— This is honour on 
earth for anes !" 

^* Ay, Madge," said Mr Sharpit}aw, in a 
coaxing tone ; *^ and ye're dressed out in 
jour braws, I see ; these are not your 
every-days' claiths ye have on." 

*' De'il be in my fingers, . then," said 
Jfadge— *< Eh, sirs!" (observing Butler 
QDme into the apartment,) *' there's a mi- 
nister in the Tolbooth«-<-wha will ca' it a 
graceless place, now ? — I'se warrant he's in 
for the gude auld cause — but its be nae cause 
^ mine," and off she went into a song. 

^ Hey for cavaliers^ ho for cavaliers, . 

Dub a dub, dub a dub ; 

Have at old Beelzebub,-^ 
01iver*8 rnnning for fear."«^ 

** Did you ever see that mad- woman be* 
fore ?" said Sharpitlaw to Butler. 
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<< Not to toy knowledge, sir/' Belied 
Butler. 

^* I thought as much,'' said the proean- 
tor-fisca], looking towards RatcltlS?, who 
answered his glance with a nod of accfoics* 
cence and intelligence* 

^< But that is Madge Wildire^ as she caUa 
herself ?*' said the man oC Uiw to Butlet. 

«^ Ay, that I am/' said Madge, '' »d diat 
I have beefi ever since I was somefehiqg 
better — Heigh hor-i*(aiid sometbii^ like 
melancholy dwelt on her features for a mi- 
nute)— 1^<^ But I canna miQdwhe»that waa 
— ^it was lang syne, at ony xate, and HI 
ne'er hsh my thumb about it«"*^ 

*^ I glance like the wildfire througb country, aad torn ; 
Pm seen on the causeway — Pna seen on the down^ 
The lightning that flashes so bright and so free. 
Is scarcely so blithe or so bonny as me." 

<< Haud your tongue, ye skirling linu 
mer/' said the <^cer, who had acted as 
master of the ceremonies to this extraof- 
dinary performer, and wl»^ was rather. 
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soandalized at the freedDni of her demea* 
nour before a person of Mr.Sbarpitlaw's im« 
portatiee — ^^ haffd yoyrtmgue, or Tse gie 
ye 'Something to Bkiifl for.'' 

^< iLet ber alon^ George," said Sharpit- 
law ; ^ dinna put her out o^ tune ; I hae 
some questions to ask her-— But fijfst, Mr 
Butler, take attothl&r look cif htsr." 

<^ 'T)o siae, fiiiDisler<«^o sae," cried 
l^iSge ; *' I am as weel worth looking at 
as oajr book in your aught-^And I can 
say the single carritch, and the double 
carritch, and justification, and effectual call- 
ing; and the assembly of divines at West- 
minster, that is,'' (she added in a low tone) 
<( I could say them anes--^but its latig isyne 
-^and ane forgets, ye k<5n;" And poor, 
Hadge heaved another det^ aigh« 

** Weel, sir/' said Mr Sbarpi^w ;to But* 
ter, ^ what think ye aow ?" 

^« As I did before," «aid Butler y «« that I 
never saw the poor detnented creature in 
my Kfe before." 

. ** 9Eten she ris iidt the pecsori whom you 
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said the rioters last night described as 
Madge Wildfire ?*• 

« Certainly not,'* said Butlcn « They 
may be near the same height, for they are 
both tall, but I see little other resemblance,'' 

*« Their dress, then, is not alike ?; said 
Sharpitlaw. 

« Not in the least,** said Butler. 

<^ Madge, my bonny woman," said Sharif- 
itlaw^ ih the same c^lalting manner, << what 
did yt do Wi* your ilka days claise yester-: 
day?'* 

<< I dinna mind/' said Madge. 

« Where was ye yesterday At e'en, 
Madge r 

^< I dinna niind ony thing about yester« 
day," answered Madge ; «* ae day is aneugh 
for ony body to wun ower wi' at a time, and 
oWer miickle sometimes.^ 

<^ But maybe, Madge, ye wad mind 
something about it, if I was to gie yb this 
half-crown ?" said Sharpitlaw, taking out 
the piece of moneys 

^* That might gar me laugh, but it could- 
na gar me mind." 
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r«rBut, Madge,** continued Sharpitlaw, 
« were I to send you to the wark-house in 
Lckh-Wynd, and gar Jock Dalgliesh lay 
the taw^ oii your back"-^ 

" That wad gar me greet," said Madge, 
sobbings << but it couldna gar roe mind^ ye 
keUi" 

^ She is- ower faf past reasonable fblk*a 
motives, sirj,?' said Ratcliffe, •• to mind siHer, 
or John Dalgliesh, dr the cat and nine tails 
either j bat I think I could gar her tell us 
something." 

<* Try hfer then, Ratcliffe,'^ said Sharpit- 
law, ^* for I am tired of her crazy pate, and 
be d~d to her." 

<« Madge,^' said Ratcliffe^ '< hae ye ony 
joes iibw r* 

^« An ony body tek ye, say ye dinna ken*— 
Set him to be speaking of my joes, auld 
Dftddie Ratton !" 

«* I dare sayj ye hae de'il ane ?" 

^< See if I liaena then^" said Mikdgei witk 
the toss of the head of affronted beauty--^ 
•« there's Rob the Ranter, and Will Fie- 
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ming, and then there's Geordie Robertseni 
lad — that'sGentleman Geof die — whattibink 
ye o' that ?" 

Ratcliffe laughed, and, wmfcing to die 
procurator-fiscaly pursued the enquiry In 
his own way. << But» Madge> the lada only 
like ye when ye hae on your braws— ^they 
wadna touch you wi' a pair o' tangs when 
you are in your auid ilka day rags,'' 

^* Ye're a leeing aukl sorrow then ; for 
Gentle Geordie Robett8onj[>ut my ilkad^'s 
claise on his ain bqnnie sell yestreeUi and 
gaed a' through the town wi' them 9 -and 
g^w^ie and.grand he lookitf.like ony queen 
in the land." 

<< I dinna believe a word (^W* ^id Rat- 
cliffe, with another wink to the procui^^* 
tor. *< Thae duds were a* o* the colour 
D' moonshine in the water, I'm thinkings 
Madge — The gown wad bq a sky^bloe scar- 
let, I'se warrant ye ?" 

^< It was nae sic thiog^" said Madge, 
wbsm unfetentiv^ memory let oul; in the 
eagi^rness of contradiction, aU that she 
would have most wished to keep concealed^ 
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had her judgment been equal ta her incli- 
nation. '^ It waB neither 9carlet nor sky. 
blue, but my ain auld brown threshie-coat 
df a short gown, and my mother's auld 
ftiutch, and my red rokela^— and he gaed 
me a croun and a kiss for the use o^ them, 
blessing on bis bonnie face — though it's 
been a dear ane to me%*' 

*• And where did he change his clothes 
again, hinnie ?' said Sharpitlaw, in his most 
eonciliatory ma^nner. 

. ^« The procurator's spo2ed a*/ observed 
Ratcliffe, drily. 

And it was even so } for the question, 
put in so direct a shape, immediately awa* 
keded Madge to the proprietyv of being re. 
served upon those very topics on whichi 
Ratcliffe had indirectly seduced her to be- 
come communicative. 

** What was*t ye were speering at us» 
sir ?^ she reisumed, with an appearance of 
stolidity so speedily assumed, as shewed 
there was a good deal of knavery mixed 
with her folly. 

VOL. II. E 
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«* I asked you,'* said the procurator/ « at 
ivbat hour, and to what place, Robertson 
brought back jour clothes.'" 

<* Robertson ?— Lord baud a care 6\us, 
what Robertson T 

** Why, the fellow we were speaking o^ 
Gentle Geordie, as you call him." 

'^ Geordie Gentle ?" answered Madge, 
with well-feigned amazement — '< I di&na 
ken naebody they ca' Geordie Gentle.** 

*« ComCi my jo," said Sharpitlaw, ^* this 
will not do } you must tell us what you -did 
with these clothes of your's.'* 

Madge Wildfire made no answer, unless 
the question may seem connected with the 
snatch of a song with which she indulged 
the embarrassed investigator : — 

* 

'^ What did je wi' the bridal ring—bridal ring— *bridal 

ring? 
What did ye wi' your wedding ring, ye little eutty 

quean, O 
i gied it till a sodger, a flodgeri a sodger, 
Igied it'till a sodg^r^ an auld true love o' mine, O**' 
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Of airtfae mad-women who have sung 
ahd saidi since the days of Hamlet the 
Dane, if Ophelia be the most affecting, 
Madge Wildfire was the most provoking. 

.Tl}e procurator-'fiscal was in despair. 
^ I'll take some measures with this d d 
Bess of Bedlam," said he, ** that shall make 
her find her tongue." 

•« Wi' your favour, sir," said Ratcliffe, 
** better, let her mind settle a little — Ye 
have aye made out something." 

<* True," said the official person j *< a 
brown short-gown, mutch, red rokelay — 
that agrees with your Madge Wildfire, Mr 
Butler ?" Butler agreed that it did so. 
^< Yes^ there was a sufficient motive for 
taking this crazy creature's dress and name, 
while he was about such a job." 

^< And I am free to say »ou;," said Rat- 
cliffe 

" When you see it has come out without 
you," interrupted Sharpitlaw. 

*« Just sae, sir," reiterated Ratcliffe. « I 
am free to say, now since it's come out 
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Otherwise^ that these were the clothes I saw 
Robertson wearing last night in the jiaiV 
when he was at the head of the rioters.'' 

<< That's direct evidence," said SharpiU 
law ; ^' stick to that, Rat— I will report fa- 
vourably of you to the provost, fcKr I have 
business for you to-nigbt. It wears late 9 
I must home and get a snack, and TU be 
back in the evehihg* Keep Madge wkh 
you, Ratcliflfe, and try to get her into a 
good tune again." So saying, he left the 
prisoUi 
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CHAPTER V. 

And some they wmBtled-^-and tome they sang, 

And BOfl^^^ tapdly say. 
Whenever flBBvuifeji^ bora it blew* 

*< Awayi MusgmWAway T'— 

Ballad of LiUk Uuigruve. 

When the maa of office returned to the 
fiieart of Mid-Lotliian» he resumed his con- 
ference with Ratcli£fe» of whose ex{>erieiice 
and assistance he now held himself secure. 
^ You must speak with this wench^ Kat~ 
this Effie Deans— ^you must sift her a wee 
bit ; for as sure as a tether she will ken 
Robertson's haunts— 'till her. Rat— till her^ 
without delay," 

** Craving your pardon, Mr Sharpitlaw," 
said the turnkey elect» *^ that's what I am 
iK>t free to do." 

•* Free to do, man ? what the de'il ails 
ye now ?— I thought we had settled a* that." 
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** I dinna ken, sir," said Ratcliflfe ; •« I 
hae spoken to this Effie — she's strange to 
this place and to its ways, and taa* our 
ways, Mr Sharpitlaw j and she greets, the 
silly tawpie, and she's breaking her heart 
already about this wild chield ; and were 
she the means o' takirtfibtin, "^he wad break 
it outright." 4 

^* She wunna hae i^i^^^t0^9* said Sharpit- 
law } «* the woodie wiu hae his ain o* her 

4. 

before that— a woman's heart takes a lang 
time o* breaking.? 

** That'5 according to the stuff they arfe 
made o*, sir/* replied Ratcliflfe — «*^ But: to 
^make a lang tale short, I canna undertake 
the job. It gangs against my conscience*'' 

** Your consciencei Rat ?" said Sharpit- 
law, with a sneer, which, the reader will 
probably think very natural upon the occa- 
sion. 

" Ou ay, siir," answered Ratcliffe calm- 
ly, *« just my conscience ; a'body has a con- 
science, though it may be ill wunnin |jt it* 
I think mine's as weel out o' the gate as 
maist folks* arej and yet its just like the 
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Qoop of my elbow, it whiles gets a bit did 
on a corner/* 

*' Wcel, Rat," replied Sharpitlaw^ « since 
ye are nice, TU speak to the hussey my* 
sell." 

Sharpitlawy accordingly, caused himself 
to be introduced into the little dark apart- 
ment tenanted by the unfortunate EfHe 
Deans. The poor girl was seated on her 
little flock-bed, plunged in a deep reverie. 
Some food stood on the table; of a quality 
better than is usually supplied tp prisoners, 
but it was untouched. The person under 
whose care she was more particularly placed, 
said, ^* that sometimes she tasted naething 
from the tae end of the fourand-twenty 
hours to the t'other, except a drink of wa- 
ter," 

Sharpitlaw took a chair, and, command- 
ing the turnkey to retire, he opened the 
conversation, endeavouring to throw into 
his tone and countenance as much com- 
m^ration as they were capable of ex- 
pressing, for the one was sharp add harsb^ 
the other^E^ly, acute,' and selftth* 
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*• Hioiy'» n' wi^ ye, Effie ?~How d^e ftid 
yoursell, hinny?'* 

' AAe^ B^ was the only answen 
. <« Are the firfk civil to ye, Effie ^--it^ my 
duty to enquire.'' 

^ Very civil, sir,** said Effie, coiapelling 
herself ito answer, yet hardly knomiBg what 
she said. 

<VAnd your vietudlB,'' conttnued Shsa^ 
itiaw, ia lUie swie condoling tone^-^^^ d^ 
you get what you like ?~or is there ony 
thing you would particularly fuiey, as yout 
health seems but silly ?• 

« It's a' very wecl, sir, I thank ye/* said 
the poor priscmer, in a tone how different 
from the sportive vivacity of those of the 
Lily of Saint Leonard's !— " il*s a* very gixde 
-— ower gude for me," 

*^ He must have l^en a great viUain,^ 
Effie, who brought you to this pass,** said 
i%.arpitlaw. 

The remark was dictated partly by a nai- 
toral feeling, of which even he could not 
^vest himself, though accustomed to prac- 
tise on the passions of others, and keep a 
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most heedful guard over his own, and part- 
ly by his wish to introduce the sort of con- 
versation which might best serve his im- 
anediate purpose. Indeed, upon the present 
occasion, these mixed motives of feeling 
and cunning harmonized together wonder- 
fully } for, said Sharpitlaw to himself, the 
greater rogue Robertson is, the more wiU 
be the merit of bringing him to justice. 
<' He must have been a great villain, in* 
deed," he again reiterated ; ** and I wish I 
bad the skelping o' him«" 
, «• I may blame mysell mair than him*** 
said EfBe ; ^^ I was bred up to ken better, 
but he, poor/ellow,"-*«---<^(Sbe stopped.) 

<« Was a thorough blackguard a' bis ltfe» 
I^date say," said Sharpitlaw* *^ Astrtogier 
be was in this country, and a companion of 
that lawless vagaboad, Wilson, I thinks 
Effie." 

*^ It wad hae been dearly telling him that 
he had ne'er seen Wilson's laoe^" 

«« That's very true that you are sayings 
ESie,'^ said iSharpitlaw. <« Wiiere was't that 

b2 
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Robertson and you were used to howfF the«> 
gither ? Somegate about the Laigh. Calton, 
I am thinking." 

The simple and dispirited girl had thus 
far followed Mr i^arpitlaw's lead^ because 
he had artfuHy adjusted his observations to 
the thoughts he* was pretty certain m9st be 
passing through her own mind, so> that her 
answers became a kind of thinking aloud, 
a mood into which those i(bo are either con- 
stitutionally absent in mind, or are rendered 
so by the temporary pressure of misfortun^e, 
may be easily led by a skilful train of sug- 
gestionse But the last observation of the 
procurator-fiscal was too mu^h of the na« 
ture of a direct interrogatory, and it broke 
the charm accordingly. 

** What was it that I was spying ?'' said 
Effie, starting up from her reclining pos- 
ture, seating herself upright, and hastily 
4ihading her dishevelled hair back from her 
wasted, but still beautiful countenance. She 
fixed her eyes boldly and keenly lipon Sbar- 
pitlaw J — « You are too much of a gentle- 
man, sir — too much of an honest man, to 
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take any notice of what a poor creature 
like me says, that can hardly ca' my senses 
my ain— God help tne !'* 

•« Advantage 1 — I woiild be of some ad- 
vantage to you if I could/' said Sharpitlaw, 
in a soothing tone ; << and I ken naething 
sae likely to serve ye, Effie, as gripping this 
rascal, Robertson." 

<^ O dinna misca' him, sir, that never mis- 
caVl you ! — Rolytertson ?-^I am sure I had 
naething to say against ony man a' the 
name, and naething will I say."^ 

** But if you do not heed your own mis- 
fortune, Effie, you should mind what dis- 
tre ss hehas brought on your family." 

** O, Heaven help me !'* exclaimed poor 
Effie — *' My poor father— my dear Jeanie 
— O, that's sairest to bide of a' ! O, sir, 
if you ]^ae ony kindness-^if ye hae ony 
touch of compassion— for a* the folk I see 
here are as hard as the wa'-stanes — If ye 
wad but bid them let my sister Jeanie in 
the next time she ca's! for when I hear 
them put her awa^frae the door, and canna 
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clirab up to that high window to see «ae 
^luckle as ber gowo-tail^ it$ like to pit me 
out o' my judgmettt/' And she looked on 
bim with a &ce of entreaty so eari^sti yet 
so humble^ that she^irly ,slu)ok the steady- 
fast purpose of his jrnnd* 

** You sjiall see ypur i»irt«r,** he began, 
** if you'll tell me,'* — then int^ruj^g bim^ 
sel^ he added, in a .mor^ hurried tooei— 
« no, d— n it, you^^all see your idster whe- 
ther you tell ijae any ihipg pr na.*^ So say- 
ing, he rose up apd l^flt the ap#r|tment. 

When he had rejoined E^di^> he ob- 
served, ** You are r^ht, Ratlvitq ; tbere^s 
no making mu(;h of jU^t lassie. But ae thing 
I have cleared<n-that ii^ that Rpbertspn has 
been the father jof the bajrn, 994 so I will 
wager a bod die it will jbe he that's t9 iQ^fit 
wi' Jeanie Deans this night at Mu^phat's 
Cairn, and there we'll nail him, Rait, pr my 
name is not Gideon Sharpitlaw." 

<< But," said Ratc^il^^a p?rh>pp ^cause 
he was in no hurry tp fieiB any ih^ii^' which 
was like to be Gonaepted with th^ discovery 
and apprehension of Robertson, ^^ an that 
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were the case, Mr Butler \mi hae keau'd 
^e man in the King's Park to be the same 
person wi' him in Madge Wildfire's claise> 
that heackd the mob.'' 

<< That makes nae diflference, man,"* replied 
Sbarpitlavr— -<< the dress» the lights the coD»i 
fusion, and maybe a touch o^ a blackit cork,, 
or a slake o' paint — ^hout, Ratton, I have 
seen ye dress your ainsell, that the deevil ye 
belang todurstna hae made oath t'ye.'' 

** And that's true, too," said Ratclifib^ • 

*« And besides, ye donnard carle,*^ coo- 
tinnied Sb^rpitlaw triumphantly, ** the mi^ 
nister iM say, that he thought he knew 
something of the features of the birkie that 
s|>pke to him in the Park, though he could 
not charge bis memory where or when ht 
bad seen them." 

^ It's evident, then, your honour will be 
rigbt,'* said Ratcliffe. 

•• Then, Rat, you and I will go with the 
pai^y oursells this night, and see biqi in 
grips or we are done wi' him.^* 

«« I scene miickle use I can be o* to your 
honour," said Ratcliflfe, reluctantly. 
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«^ Use ?'* answered Sbarpitlaw— " Ytoti 
can guide the party— you ken the gtound^^ 
Besides, -1 do not intend to quit sight o' you ^ 
my good friend, till I have him in hand.'* 

«* Weel, sir/* said RatclifFe, but in no 
joyful tone of acquiescetice ; •* Ye maun 
hae it your ain way — ^but mind he's a des* 
perate man." 

" We shall have that with us," answered 
Sharpitlaw, " that will settle hiim; if it is 
necessary*'' 

^« But, sir,'* answered Ratcliffif, ** I am 
fture I couldna undertake to guide you to 
Muschat's Cairn in the night-time; I ken the 
place, as mony does, in fair day-light, but 
howtofind it bymoonshine, amang sae mony 
crags and stanes, as like tp each other as the 
collier to the de'il, is mair than I can tell. I 
might as soon seek moonshine in water.** 

*« What's the meaning o' this, Ratcliffe ?^ 
said Sharpitlaw, while he fixed his eye on 
the recusant, with a fatal and ominous 'ex- 
pression, — *< Have you forgotten that you 
are still under sentence of death ?" 

" No, sir," said Ratcliffe, « that's a thing 
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na easily put out o' memory ; and if my 
presence be judged necessary, nae doubt I 
inaun gang wi' your honour* But I was 
gaun to tell your honour of ane that has 
pair skeel o' the gate than me, and that's 
e'en Madge Wildfire.'* 

. *• The devil she has ! — ^Doyou think me 
as mad as she is, to trust to her guidance on 
such an occasion ?" 

^^ Your honour is best judge/' answered 
Ratcliffe y << but I ken I can keep her in 
tune, and gar her hand the straight path— r 
ahe aflen sleeps out or rambles about amang 
thae hills the hale simmer night, the daft 
limmen" 

«« Well, Ratcliffe,'' replied the procura- 
tor-fiscal, ^< if you think she can guide us 
the right way— but take heed to what you 
lire about — ^your life depends on your beha- 



viour." 



** It's a sair judgment on a man," said 
Jlatclifie, << when he has ance gane sae far 
wrang as I bae done, that de'ii a bit he can 
be honest, try't whilk way he will." 

3iich was the reflection of Ratcliffci whei| 
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he was left for a few minutes to himsetf^. 
while the retainer of justice went to pro- 
cure a proper warranty and give the neces* 
saiy directions. 

The rising moon saw the whole party, 
free firom the walls of the city^ and enter-^ 
ii^ upon the open ground. Arthur'i^ Seat» , 
like a couchant Hon of ioimense size~-Sa^ 
lisbury Crags> like a huge belt or girdle of 
granitCi ytere dimly ^sible. Heading their^ 
path along the southern side of the Canon- 
gate> they gained the Abbey of Holyrood* 
House» and from thence found their way. 
by step and stile into the King's Park. 
They were at first four in number^^an offi- 
jcer of justice and Sharpitlaw, who were 
well armed with pistols and cutla^es ; Rat- 
cliffe, who was not trusted with weapons^ 
lest he mighty peradventure^ have used 
them on the wrong side ^ and the female. 
But at the last stile, when they entered the 
Chase, they were joined by other two o£BU 
cers, whom Sharpitlaw, desirous to secure 
sufficient force for his purpose, and at the 
same time to avoid observation) had direct- 
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0d to wait for him at tbit place. I^atel^ 
Mw this acce«8ion of strength with wmt 
dis(}utetude« £or he had hitherto thought it 
likely that RpbertsoBt who was a boldt stout» 
and active young fellow, might have made 
his e0cs4[>e from Sbarpitlaw and the officer^ 
i>y force or agilityt without his being impli- 
cated in the matter. But the present 
sb^ngCh of tlie followers of justice was 
overpotyering» and the only ntiode of sa» 
ving Eobertson» (which the dd sinner was 
well disposed to do^ providing always he 
could accomplish his purpose without com* 
promising his own safety), must be by eon« 
triving that he should have some lignat: 
of their approach^ It was probably with 
this view that Ratdiffe had requested the 
addition of Madge to the party, having 
considerable confidence in her propensi* 
lies to exert her lungs. Indeed, she had 
already given them so many specimens of 
her clamorous loquacity, that Sbarpitlaw 
half determined to send her back with one 
of the officers, rather than carry forward ia 
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his company a person so extremely ill qua*^. 
Itfed t6 be a guide in a secret expedition. 
It seemed, too, as if the open air, the ap^ 
proach to the hills, and the ascent of the 
moon, supposed to be so portentous over 
those whose brain is infirm, made her spirits 
rise in a degree tenfold more loquacious 
than she had hitherto exhibited. To 8i«- 
leuce her by fair means seemed impossiUe ; 
authoritative commands and coaxing em 
treaties she set alike at defiance, and threats 
only made her sulky, and altogether in« 
tractable. ^ 

^ Is there no one of you^'' said Sharpit* 
lltvr, impatiently, ^^ that knows the way to 
this accursed. place«-this Nicol Muscbat's 
Claim— ^excepting this knad clavering idioiti? 

** De'il ane o' them kens it, except my* 
sell," exclaimed Madge ; << how suld they, 
the poor fule cowards ? But I hae sat on 
the grave frae bat- fleeing time till cock- 
orow, and had mony a fine crack wi' Nicol 
Muschat and Ailie Muschat, that are lying 
i^eeping below.*' 
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^ The devil take your crazy brain," said 
Sharpitlaw ; ** will 3rou not allow the men 
to answer a question ?'* 

The officersi obtaining a moment^ au- 
dience while Ratcli^ diverted Madge's 
attention, declared that, though they had 
a general knowledge of the spot, they could 
not undertake to guide the party to it by 
the uncertain light of the- moon, with such 
accuracy as to insure success to their expe* 
dition, > 

'< What shall we So, RatcIi£Pe r said 
Sharpitlaw; ^* if he sees us before we see 
him,-— and that's what he is certain to do, if 
we go. strolling abouti without keeping the 
fttra^ht road,-«^e may bid gude day to the 
job ; and I wad rather lose one hundred 
pounds, baith for the credit of the police, 
and because the Provost says somebody 
maun be hanged for this job o' Porteous, 
come o't what likes." 

^* 1 think,"^ said Ratcliffe, <' we nuuia 
just try Madge) and PU see if Lean get hdr 
keepit in ony better order. And at ony 
catCi if he suld hear her. skirling her auld 
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ends o^ stDgi^ be's no to kefi for Uiat that 
.there's ony body wi' her." 

« That's true," said Sharpitlaw ;. « and 
if he thinks her alone he's as Uke to come 
towards her as to rm frae her. So aet for^ 
ward«-^we have lost ower mucfcle iimeial^ 
jiefady-^see to get her to keep ithe r%kt 
road.'' 

^ And what sort o^ house doea Niocd 
Mosehat and his wife keep now ?>' said Bat-^ 
cliffe to the mad-woman» by way of hii>- 
imouritig her Vein of folly; 'V they were 
¥ttt thnwn. fi>lk kag- syne^ an' a' talerbe- 
true*'' 

•• Ou, ay5 ay, ay-^but a's forgottai now,'' 
replied Madge^ in the confidential tone of a 
gossipL giving the history of her aext^doorv 
neighbour-^p-^^Te seelispoke to them myseU, 
and tauld thent byganea suld be byganea^^ 
her throat's sair misguggled and masfaacki* 
ered though ; she wears her corpse-sheet 
drawn weeL up to hide it,, but that canna 
hinder the bluid seiping through^ ye ken. I 
wussed her to wash it in St Anthony's Well,, 
and that will cleanse, if ony thing can*-But 
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they say bluid never bleaches out o' linen 
daith — ^Deacon Sanders's new cleansing 
dn4[>s wiima do't-^I tried them mysell on 
a bit rag we hae at hame that was mailed 
"wi* the bluid of a bit skirling wean that was 
hurt some gate, but out it winna come-*^ 
Weel, yell «ay that's queet; but I will 
bring it out to St Anthony's blessed Well 
some hraw night just like this, and I'll cry 
up Aiiie Muscfaat, and she and I will hae 
a grand bouking^washing, and bleach our 
daise in^he beams of the benny Lady Moon, 
that's far pleasanter to me than the ^n«— th& 
sun's ower het, and ken ye, cummers, my 
brains are het aneugh already. But the 
moon, and the dew, and the night-wind, 
they are just like a callar kail-blade laid on 
my brow; and whiles I think the moon- 
Just shines on purpose to pleasure me, when 
naebody sees^faer but myselL" 

This raving discourse she continued with 
prodigious volubility, walking on at a great 
pace, and dragging Ratcliffe along with her^ 
while he endeavoured, in appearance at 
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least, if not in reality, to induce her to mo^ 
derate tier voice. 

AH at once, she stopped short upon the 
top of a little hillock, gazed upward fixedly, 
and said not one word for the space of five 
minutes. ** What the devil is the matter 
with her now?'' said SharpitlawtoRatclifie-*- 
^ Can you not g6t her forward ?" 

•« Ye maun just take a grain o' patience 
wi* her, sir," said Ratcliffe. ** She'll no gae 
a foot faster than she Ukes herseU" 

<< D — ^n her. 111 take care she has her 
time in Bedlam or Bridewell, or both, for 
she's both mad anid mischievous." In the 
meanwhile, Madge, who had looked very 
pensive when she first stopped, suddenly 
burst into a vehement fit of laughter, then 
paused and sighed bitterly,— then was sei- 
zed with a second fit of laughter,^ — ^then fix- 
ed her eyes on the moon, lifted up her voice, 
atid sung,— 

^' Goo4 even, good fair moon, good even to thee ; 
LprkhQe, dear sioon^ now show to me 
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The form aad the features, the speech and degrei^ 
Of the maa that true lover of mine shall be. 



** But I need not ask that of the bonny 
Lady Moon-^I ken that wefel anengh 'my* 
$el — trMe-love though he wasna — But nae« 
body shall say that I ever tauld a word 
about the matter— But whiles I wish the 
bairn had lived— Weel, God guide us, 
there's a heaven aboon us a' ** — (here she 
sighed bitterly) ^^ and a bonny moon, and 
sterns in it forbye," {and here slie laughed 
once more). 

" Are we to stand here all night ?" said 
Sharpitlaw, very impatiently. ** Drag her 
forward." 

" Ay, sir," said Ratcliffe, " if we kenn'd 
whilk way to drag her, that would settle it 
at ance. — Come, Madge, hinny," address- 
ing her, " we'll no be in time to see Nicol 
and his wife, unless ye show us the road." 

** In troth and that I will, Ratton," said 
she, seizing him by the arm, and resuming 
her route with huge strides, considering it 

5 
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was & female who took them. '^ And Fll 
tell ye, RattoOy blithe will Nicol Muschat 
be to see ye, for he says he kens weel there 
isna sic a villain out o' hell as ye are, and 
he wad be ravished to hae a crack wi' you 
<— -like to like, ye ken— its a proverb never 
fails — and ye are baith a pair o^ the deeviTs 
peats, I trow — hard to ken whilk deserves 
the hettest corner o' his ingle-side.'' 

Ratclifife was conscience- struck, and could 
not forbear making an involuntary protest 
against this classificatioD. ^* I never shed 
blood," he replied. 

<* But ye hae sauld it, Ratton — ^ye hae 
sauld blood mony a time. Folk kill wi' the 
tongue as weel as wi* the hand— wi* the 
word as weel as wi* the gulley,-— 

/* It is the bonny butcher lad. 
That wears the sleeves of blue. 

He sells the flesh on Saturday^ 
On Friday tliat he slew.'' 

** And what is that I am doing now l^ 

2 
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thought Ratdiffe. ^« But TU hae nae wyte 
of Robertson's young blaid, if I can help 
it ;" then speaking apart to Madge, he ask- 
ed her, << Whether she did not remember 
ony o* her auld sangs ?* 
' ** Mony a dainty ane,'' said Madge; *<and 
blithdy can I sing them^ for lightsome 
sangs make merry gate.'* And she sang, — 

« 

'^ When the gledd't in the Uue cloudy 

The htrock lies •till; 
"When the hound's in the ^een-wpod. 

The hmd keeps the hilL'' 

** Silence her cursed noisci if you should 
throttle 'her,'' said Sharpitlaw ; '* I see 
somebody yonder*~-Keep close, my boys, 
and creep round the i^oulder of the height. 
George Poinder , stay you with Raldiflfe and 
that mad bitch ; and you other two, come 
with me round under the shadow ci the 
brae." ' - 

And he crept forward with the stealthy 
pace of an Indian savage, who leads his 
band to surprise an unsuspecting party of 

VOL. II, F 
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£K>me hostile tribe. Ratcli£Ee saw tbetn 
glide off, avoiding tbe moonlighti and keep* 
ing as miich in tfae shade as possible. 
** Robertson's done up," said he to himself; 
" thae young lads are aye sae thoughtless* 
What deevil could he hae to say to Jeanie 
Deans, ot to ony woman on earth, that he 
suld gang awa and get his neck raxed for 
her? And this mad quean, after cracking like 
a pengiin, and skirling like a pea-hen for 
the hale night, behoves just to hae hadden 
her tongue when her clavers might have 
done some gude ! But it's aye the way wi' 
women j if they ever baud their tongues 
ava', ye may swear it's for mischief. I wish 
I could set her on again without this blood- 
sucker kenning what I am doing. But 
he's a3 gkg. as.Mackeachan's elshin, that 
mn through sax plies of bend-leather and 
baU* ao iach into the king's heel." 

He then began tp hum, but in a very 
low .and: suppressed tone» the first stanza of 
a favourite ballad of Wildfire's, the words 
of which bore some distant analogy Vim 

10 
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the situation of I^obertsofi^ trusting that 
the power of association would not fail to 
bring the rest to her mind : 

'^ There'd a blop4houiid ranging Tinwidd WoofU 

Tber^^B harn^ glancing ah^n ; 
There's a maiden sits on Tinwaid brae. 

And she sings loud between.^' 

Madge bad no sooner received the catch- 
word) than she vindicated Ratclifle's sagaci* 
ty by Getting off at Aoore with the isotig : * 

^ ' . f .. ^ > 

« O sleep ye sovuid. Sir JaraeSf she saidt 
When ye suld rise and ride ? 
' There's twenty men, wi* bow and blade, 
• Are seeking where ye liide." 



f c. . 



Though Ratclilfe was at a considerable 
distance from the ^pot called Muschat's 
Cairn, yet his ey es^ practised like those of 
a cat t(> penetrate darkne^s^ could nuurk 
that Robertson had caught the alarm. 
George Poitideir) less keen of sight, or less 
attentive, was not aware of his ffight any 
more than Sharpitlaw ftnd his assistants,. 
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wliose view, though diey were: cdnsidj^abfy 
nearer -to the eairB» was iatercepted by the 
broken nature of the ground undet which 
they were screening themselves. At length, 
he'wever, after the interval of five or six tni- 
mites, they also percdved that llobei;tson 
had fled, and rushed liastily tdwards the 
place, while Sharpitlaw called out aloud, in 
the harshest tones of a voice whioh resem- 
bled a saw-^nliH«|i;irork, ^^CSiase, tads— chase 
— 4iaud the brae— I see him on the edge of 
the hilL" Then hollowing back to the 
rear-goard of his detadiment, he issued his 
farther orders^ << .Batcliffis, come Jiere, and 
detain the woman— ^Georg^ run and kepp 
the stile^ at the Duke's Walk— Ratdifi^ 
come heie -directly— but first knock out 
that mad bitch's brains.'' 

«< Ye 4iad better rin for it, Madg^^' 
said Hatdiffe, ** for it's ill dealing wi' an 
angry man«" 

Madge Wildfire was not so abaoliitely 
void of comm<m sei^e aa twit to under* 
stand this inueodo; and whil6 Batcliflfe, in 

4 
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seemingly anxious haste of obediencet haSf^ 
tened to the spot where Sharpitlaw wuted 
to deliver up Jeanie Deans to his custody^ 
she fled with all tiie dispatch she could 
exert in an opposite direction. Thus the 
whole party were separatedi and inri^id 
motion of flight or pursuit, excepting Rat- 
clifie and Jeanie, whom, although making 
no ^tempt to escape, ^ he held £aat by the 
cloak, and whoremained standing by Mus» 
cbat'is Caim« 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Tou have paid the he^venis your fanctioiii and the prisoner 
the very debt of your calling* 

Measure for Metuure, 

j£ANis Deansi—- for her own story unites 
itself with that part of the narrative which 
broke off at the end of chapter II., — while 
she waited, in terror and amazement, the 
hasty advance of three or four men towards 
her, was yet more startled at their suddenly 
breaking asunder, and giving chase in dif* 
ferent directions to the late object of her 
terror, who became at that moment, though 
she could not well assign a reasonable cause, 
-««4k«*r^*i»o cause of her interest. One of 
the party (it was Sharpitlaw,) came straight 
up to her, and saying, *« Your name is 
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Jeanie Deans, and you are my prisoner," 
immediately added, *^ but if you will tell 
me which way he ran I will let you go.** 

<' I dinna ken, sir,'' was all the poor girl 
could utter ; and indeed it is the phrase 
which rises most readily to the lips oi any 
person in her rank, as the readiest reply to 
any embarrassing question* 

^* But ye ken wha it was ye were speakr 
ing wi'i my leddy, on the hill side, and mid- 
night sae near; ye surely ken tkat^ my 
boany woman ^ 

*< I dinna ken^ sir,'^ again iterated Jeanie^ 
who really did not comprehend in her ter* 
ror the nature of the questions which were 
so hastily put to her in this moment of sur^* 
prise. 

'* We will try to- mend your memory 
by s(nd bye, hinny,'' said Sharpitlaw, and 
shouted, as we have already told the reader, 
to Ratclifie, to c#me up and take charge of 
her, while he himself directed the chase aft^r 
Robertson^ which he still hoped might be 
successfuL As Ratcliffe approached,.Sbarp« 
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itiaw pushed t^e young woman towards him 
with sotne rudenesd, and betaking him^^lF 
to fhe more iDtiportaht objects of his quest; 
began to scale crags and scramble up st^ep 
bankSt with an agility of which his profe^^' 
sion and his general gravity of demeanour 
would previously have argued him incapa^ 
ble. In a few minutes there was no One 
within sight, aod <mly a distant halloo from 
one of the pnrraers to the other, faintiy 
heard on the side of the hill, arguM thaf 
there was any one within hearkig. Jeanie 
Deans was left in the clear moonlight, stand* 
ing under the guard of a person of whobf 
she knew nothing, and, what was worse, 
concerning whom, as the reader is well 
aware, sh6 could have learned nothing that 
would not have increased her tertor. ' * 
When all in the distance was silent, Rat^ 
clifie for the first time addressed her, and 
it Was in that cold isarcastfc indifibrent tone 
familiar to-habitual depravity, whbsie crimes 
af e 'instigated by custom rather than by 
passion. •^ This is a braw night for ye, 
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4earie," he '9aid^ attempting to-pass his arm^ 
across her shoulder, ** to^be on the green* 
hill wi'' your jo.'' Jeame extricated herself' 
hqm his grasp, but did not make any re- 
ply. ** I think lads and laisses,'' continued- 
the ruffian, << dinna meet at Muschat'» 
Gsiro at midnight to oMck nuts/' and he* 
again attempted^io take hold'of hen 

*^ If ye are an officer of justice, rir,''* 
said Jcanie, again eluding his attempt i»' 
seise her, ** ye deisetve to^ have your coat^ 
sbripped from your bacMw'^ 

^* Very trae, hinny,** said he, succeed^ 
ing forcibly m his attempt to seize her, 
^* but suppoae I shduld strip your doak o9 

fifSt?^ 

-^ .. 
. ^< Ye are mora a^ man, 1 am sure^ than- 

to hurt me,^ sir,** said Jeanie ; ^ for Godlr 

sake^ have pity on a luJ£diskracted crea- 

tMre!*' 

'< Come, oome^ said Bktdifie, << you^re 

a good-looking wenoh, and iriiould not be 

arms-gtained. I wa9 g^nng to be an honest 

f2 
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man— ^but the devil has this very day fiang 
first a ktWycif) and then a womant in my. 
gfite*, lUl tell you t¥hat» Jeanie» tbey ate 
out^ on the htU-iude-^^ yoft'U be giMded:by 
xne, rU Garrf yeu to a wee bit ccxmer in the 
Plea$ance». that I ken </ in an auld wife'% 
that a' rthe pt^Igitim 0' Scotl^odf wot nae^ 
thing oV anii\<e'U;setfd^Robertaa& wDcd ter 
meet m ia Yorkshire^ for theret i» a set o' 
braw lads about the opod-land eounties».that. 
I ha^ jlnne^^ buBines^ . wi' befiMre" xmr^ and. 
sae we'll leave ]^r JSIb«rt>«daw te^wbistle om 
his thumb." ; :^ - * . 

lb waS' &)r<taDate iw Je&fiie^ in to emer^ 
gen^ like the present^ that; ^e |iii6seaaed 
presence of mind and courage, so sooni as 
the iirst hurry of surprise had embled her 
to rally her recQUect^ap*. Sht^saw theorislc 
she was in^ tmm ^ m^Sani : who not coily. mmt 
such by profession, but had that evetai^ 
been stupifying, by meanyif strong Uqnors, 
the internal aversion wliieh he felt at the 
business on which Sfaaipttiaav. had ceaolved 
to employ him* 
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^ Dinna speak sae loud," said she, in a 
low voice, « he's up yonden** 

« Who ?— Robertson ?*• said Raldifie, 
eagcrty. 

« Ay/' replied Jeanie ; ••up yonder j" 
and she pointed to the mills of the hermit- 
age and cbapel« 

•' By G--d, then !" said Katcliflfe, " I'll 
make my ain of him, either one way ot 
other— ^ivttit for me here." 

Bnt no sooner had he set off, as f$st as 
lie could ron^ towards the chapel, than 
Jeanie started in an opposite direction^ 
over high and low, on the nearest path 
homeward. Her juvenile eierctsfe as a 
htfds-woman, h*d put •• life And mettle" 
in het heels, And never liad she followed 
Dustiefoot^ when the cows were in the com, 
with half so moeb speed as die now-diear** 
ed the distance betWixi Mnschal^ Cairn 
and her father's eottage ai Saint' Leonard's. 
To lift the Iatch«— to enter--«4o shot, bolt, 
and double bolt the door — to draw against 
it a heavy article of furniture, (which she 
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coutd fiot have moved in a momeftt of less 
energy,) so as to make yet fei^r proviiieQ 
ii^aiiist violence^ was ajioost the work of 9. 
momentt yet done with such silepce as equaU^ 
le^ the celerity. 

.JSerr next attskty wm upon her £b^ 
therms accoonty and she drfew silently to. 
die 4oOK of his apaitnent^ ia oiter to 
satisfy herself whether he had heendis^: 
turbed by her return*. He was awake,— 
probably had slept but littlej but the con* 
s^tant presefice of his own iorrawsi thedls: 
taace of his apartaient £rom the ^outer^door 
of the.hous^, and the pfiectautioiis wfaic^ 
Jeanie had taken to conceal her depar.^ 
tureand return, had prevelited hkn-fioMt 
being .aensiUe. of eidier. He was ei^a^ 
ged in hi^ devotkttSi and Jeanie could 
diatiacdy hear hiflauaa these WQErds: ^ And: 
iot the otiier child &ou hast given me to^ 
be. a eomfi^ and staf to^say dd age, may: 
herdayabeiengio theland, according to 
the: promise thou hast given to those wfaor 
* shall bobouriather and mother} may ;all 



THfi HEART OT Mm-LOTHMN. 139 

heat purchased and promised blessifigS' be^ 
BiultipHed upon her; keep her in thd" 
walehes of the n^t, and in the uprising;^ 
of the noming, diat atl in this land mtf 
know that thou hdst not utterly hid thy^ 
^e from those that seek thee in truth and 
ift sineerity.'* He was atlent, but probably 
imtkiimmA fens petitionin the strong ftrveney^ 
of mental devotion. 

His daughter retired to he^. apartments 
cmnfortedy that while she was exposed to 
danger, her head had been covered 1by^ 
the prayers of ^e just aa by ah hek 
shety and under the strong eoofideneet^* 
that whfle she walked worthy of the^ j^ro^ 
teetion of Hearen, she would experience 
ita countenance, it was in that moniebt^ 
Ulat a vague idea first darted across her- 
miad, lliat something m^ht yet be achieved 
for her sister's safety, conscious as she now 
was of het innocence o(^ the unnatural »tir« 
tiler with which she stood charged* It 
came, as she described it^ on her mind l£ke 
a sun-blink on a stormy sea ; and idthouglv 
it instantly vanished^ yet she felt a degme 
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of OMBposure which she had not experK 
enoe^ for many days, and,<sould not help* 
being strongly per^suaded, that, by some 
HDieans or other, she would be called upoii». 
and directed, to work out her sister's deli* 
verance. She went to bed, not forgetting 
her usual devotions, the more fervently 
made on account of her late deHveraBoe^. 
and she slept soundly ii^: spite of her agita- 
tion* 

We mu^jt return to Rt^tcliflS^, who 'had 
started, like a greyhound from the stipa 
when the sportsman cric^ halloo^ so soon 
as Jeanie had pointed to the ruins. Whe- 
ther he meant to aid Bobertson's escape, 
or to assist bis pursuers, may be veary doubU 
fill ; perhaps he did no% know himself^ .but 
had resolved to be guided by circumstances* 
He had no oppcnrtunity, howeva*, of doing 
ather ; for he had jXQ sooner surmc^unted 
the steep ascent, and entered underi the 
btbk^n arches of the ruins, than a pistpl wi» 
presented at his. head, and a harsl^ voice 
commanded him, in the king's name, to 
surrender hipiself prisQuer. [* Mv Sharpit* 
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law," said Ratolifff^ surprised, << is this your 
honour ?" 

" Is it only you, and be d— d to you ?*' 
answered the -fiscal, still more disappoint- 
ed — ** what made you leave the woman ?'• 

<* She told me she saw Robertson go into 
the ruins, so I made what haste I could to 
cleek the callaQt/' 

<^ It's all over now,'* aaid Sharpitlaw ; 
*t we shall see no more of him t<o-night } but 
he sbaU hide bin^olf in a beaA^hool, if' he, 
reoaaiiis on Scottish ground without my 
fiiidifig liim.-^Call back the people, Rat- 
cliffe/' 

Batcliffe hollowed tb the dispersed offi- 
cers, who willingly obeyed the signal i for 
probably there was no individual among 
them who would have been iQuch desirous^ 
of a rencontre hand to hand, and at a dis- 
tance from his comrades, with such an ac- 
tive and desperate fellow as Robertson. 

^^ 4^d where are the. two wc^nen ?" ^aid, 
Sharpitlaw. 

^' Both made their heeW serve them, I 
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suspect," relied R«tcliffe, and he hufnmed 
the end of the old song — 

* » • V 

/ 

" Then hey play iip" the rin awa' bride^> 
Fbr el^ has ta'en the gee/^ 

<< One woman/' said Sharpitlii^,— ^or, lilce^ 
all rogues, he was a great calumniator of^ 
the fair sex,— ^ is enough to dark the fairest 
ploy that ever was planned ; and how could 
I be such zn^ ass^ as to expect to carry 
through a 30b that iKad two in it ? But we* 
know bow to eome by them both, if thejr 
are wanted, that's one good thing/' 

Accordingly, like a defeated general, 
sad atad sulky, he led back, his discomfited- 
forces t^ the inetrepofis^ and dismissed 
tibem fm* the night* 

The next momihg' e«rly he was under 
the necessity of making his report ta tiie^ 
sitting magistrate of the day. The gentle- 
man who occupied the chair of<>JBice <m this 
occasion (for the baillies^ jih^UcealAtrmen} 
take it by rotation) chanced to be the same 
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by whom Butler was committed, a person 
very generally respected among his fellow-- 
citizens. Something he was of a humourist, 
and rather deficient in general education i 
btJkt acute, patient, and upright, possessed 
of a fortune acquired by honest industry, 
which made him perfectly independent ; 
and, in short, very happily qualified to sup- 
port the respectability of the offifee which 
hehekl. 

MrMiddleburghhadjust taken his seat, 
and was debating, in an animated manner, 
with one of his colleagues, the doubtful 
chances of a game at golf which they had 
playf>d the day before^ when ar letter was 
ddivered to hitn^ uddMued ** For BailKe 
MKldleburgh j These ^tabeft)^araeo y^ua 
speed." It contained these- wokIs :— 

*^ i know you to be a sensible and a ooa« 
sidei-ate magistrate, and one wbo> as sueh, 
will be content to worship God, though the 
devil bid you. I therefore expect that, 
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notwithstanding the signature of this letter 
acknowledges my share in an action, whicb.^ 
in a proper time and place, I would not 
fear either to avow or to justify, you will 
not on that account reject what eviiience^ 
I place before you. The clergymfwiy But- 
ler^ is innocent of all but involuntary pre- 
sence at an action which he wanted spirit 
to approve of, and from which he endeavour-* 
ed, with bis best set phrases, to dissuade 
us. But it was not for him that it is my 
hint to speak. There is a woman in youp 
jail, fallen under the edge of a law so cruel,, 
that it has hung by the wall, like unscour- 
ed armour, for twenty years,, and is now 
brought down and .wWttcd to spill the 
hW^ vcine most beautiful and most in^ 
Hocent creature whom the walls of a pri^ 
son ever girdled ixu Her sister knows o€ 
her innocence, as she communicated to her 
that she was betrayed by a villain.r^ that 
high Heaven 

* Would put in every honest hand a whip, 
- To scourge ine such i^ villain through the world !* 
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^* I write distracteclly~-But this girl— this 
Jeanie Deans, is a peevish puritan, super- 
stitious and scrupulous afler the manner of 
her sect ; and I pray^ your honour, for so 
my phrase must go, to press upon her, that 
her sister's life depends upon her testimony. 
But though she ^ould remain silent, do* 
not dare to think that the young woman is 
guilty— far less to permit her execution* 
Remember the death of Wilson was fear- 
fully avenged ; and those yet live who can 
compel you to drin)c the dregs of your 
poisoned cha]ice«*-I say, remember PcMrte* 
ous,— and say that ymu Jiad good counsel 
from 

« One of his Slayers.'* 

The magistrate read ovor tfai^^extraprdi- 
nary letter twice or thrice* At first lie was 
tempted to throw it aside as the, production 
of a madman, so little did « the scraps JTrom 
play4)ooks,'' as he termed the pootipal quo* 
tation,^ resemble the correspondepoe of a 
rational being. . On a xe-perusal, however^ 
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be thought that, Amit) its incoberet^ce, he 
cduld di'SGOver something • like a tone' of 
awakened passion, though expressed itt. %- 
manner quaint and uriusuaL 

♦* It is a^^cruefly' severe statute/* said tbe- 
magittrate' to^liis asdistant^ ** and I wisb the 
girl could be taken fh>tn under' the letter 
of it. A child may have been born, and it 
may have been conveyed away while the 
mother was insensible, or it may have pe- 
ri^edfor "want of that felifef whidi th^poor 
creature herseli^-^elpless, terrified, dis- 
tricted, despairing, and exhausted,- — may' 
hai^^been unable to affi)rd to it Ancf yet ft 
is certain, if the woinan is found guilty un« 
der the statute, execution *rill follow. The 
crime has15een too common, and examples 
jore necessaiyr * 

« But if tbiB other wenettrwd the city- 
clerk, <^ca& speak* td^ her sister comm^Dn^ 
eating ber situation^ it will talce the case 
fiH>fO', tmdw^ tii^ 8tatute>^^ 

*• Vfery teue j and I will walk out one of 
these daya to^l% Leonardos, and examliie 
the girl myself. I know' something of their 
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fatberDeans-'-an <^d fcrue-blueCaxneiomai]. 
who would aoe bouwaod family go to wreck 
ere he would disgrace his teatimony by a 
sinful complying with the defections of the 
times.; and 9uch he will probably uphold the 
laking' an oath before a civil magistrate, if 
they^are to goon ftadflourish wi' th^iir bull- 
headed obstinacy^ the Iqi^kilature oaust pa9B 
an act to take their affirmation39 a9 in the 

* « 

case of Quakers* - Stut.surely neither a tk- 
ther nor a sister will scruple in a case of 
this kind. As I said befoi;e» I will go speak 
witii th^ffl onyself, when the harxy of this 
Porteous investigation is spoie^what over^ 
their pride and spirit of oontradiciki^B will 
be Buriless alarni^» than if th^. were oalt 
ed into a court ofjustiee at^osee.^' 

*^ And I sujpipose Butler ia to remain an- 
carcerated.^ said the city^ol^k. 

<< Sw ihe pflresent, rcartaiiily;'':aaid 4he 
aiagistiate*. ^ But I hop* ^mm to set htm 
at]ibald;yupon.basL'^ . ' 

^J>Qjm rest upon Ui» te^dbnony of that 
ligrbt^haaded letter?? said the clerk. 

^ JNot veiy maxAii^, answered the bailUe ; 
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f< andyet there is somediiiig strikitog about 
it too-~it seems the letter of a man beside 
himsdf, either from great agitation, or great 
sense of guilt/^ 

** Yes,'* said the town-clerk, *« it is very 
Jike the letter of a nf ad strolling play-actw, 
i¥ho deserves to be banged with all the rest 
<of his gang, as your honour justly observes.^ 

" I was not quite so blood- thirsty/' con- 
tinued the magistrate* *' But to the pmat. 
Butler's private character is excellent ; and 
I am given to understand, hj some enquiries 
I have been making this morning, that he 
did actually arrive in town only the day be- 
fore yesterday, so l^at it was impossible he 
could have be^n concerned m any previous 
machinations^ of these UQhapf^ rioters, and 
it is not likely that he should have joined 
them on a «uddenty." 

^ There's no saying anent that-osteal 
catches /fire at a slight spark as>fi»t as a 
brunstane match," observed tfa[e^ i3e<^etary. 
^ I hae kenn'd a miitister wad^ be fair gude 
day and fair gude e'en m' ittcs( man in tfie 
parochine, and hing just as i|Uiet^ la rocket 
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«n a stick, till ye mentioned the word ab- 
juration-oath^ OF patronage, or sic like, and 
then^ whiz, he was off, and up in the air an 
hundred miles beyond common manneis, 
common sense, and common comprehen- 
sion/' 

^< I do not appreliend,'* answered the 
burgher- magistrate, ** that the young man 
Butler's zeal is of so inflammable a charac- 
ten But I will make further investigation. 
What other business is there before us ?" 

And they proceeded to minute investi- 
gations concerning the afiair of Porteous's 
deaths and ptlier affairs through which this 
history has no occasion to trace them. 

In the course of their business they were 
interrupted by an old woman of the lower 
rank, who thrpst- herself into the council- 
room. ♦* What do you wanti goodwife ?— 
Who are you ?? 

«* What do I want'}'' replied she, in a 
sulky tone«^<* I want my bairji, or I want 
naething fiae nane o' ye, for as grand's ye 
are."' And she went on muttering to her- 
self, With the wayward spitefulneas of ^ge-— 
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V Th^y maun hae lordfihips ^and honours 
nae doubt---8et them up, the gutter-bloods} 
and de'il a gentleman amang them.'*—- Then 
again addressing the sitting magistrate^ 
** Will yimr honour gi'e me back my puir 
crazy bairn }^-^His honour ! — I hae kenn'd 
^he day when le^s wad ser'd him, the oe d 
a Campvere skippec" 

^ Goodwoman," said the magistrate to 
this shrewish supplicants-^* < tell us what it 
is you want, aod do not interrupt the 
court." 

. ** That's as muckle as ttU say. Bark, Baw- 
tie, and be dune wi't !•<— I tell ye," rusing 
her termagant voice, << I want my baiml is 
na that braid Scots i'' 

<< Who oM you i*~who 4s your bairn f 
demanded the magistrate. 

<< Wha am I?— wha suhl I be, but.Meg 
MurdockscMi, and wha suld my bairn be 
but Magdalen Murdockson ?-«>.Your guard- 
soldiers, and your constables, and yonr offi- 
cers, ken us wael aneugh when they rive* 
the bits o' duds aff our backs, and take 
what penny o' siller we hae, and hark us 
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to the Correction-houae in Leith Wynd, 

ipd pei4le us up wi' bread and water, and 

siclike sunkets/' 

. ** Who is ahe?*' said the magistrate^ 

Ipoking round to some of his people. 
<^ Other than a good ane, sir," said one 

of the city.o£Eker$» shrugging his shoulders 

and smiling. 
^ Will je say sae?*' said the termagant, 

ti^r eye gleaming with impotent fury ; << an 

l had ye amang the Frigate- Whins, wadna 
I set my ten talents in your wuzzent face 

&r that very word V^ and she suited the 
word to the action, by spreading out a set 
pf daws resembling those of Saint ;George's 
dragon on a country sign-post. 

^ What does she want here ?'' said the 
impatient magistrate — ** Can she not tell 
her business or go away ?^ 
J " It's my bairn ]—rit*s Magdalen Mur- 
dockson I'm wantin,'* answered the bel- 
damie^ screaming at the highest pitch of 
her cracked and mistuned voice — ** have- 
Hpi I been telling ye sae this half-hour ? 

VOL. II. o 
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and if ye are deaf, what needs ye sitcocldt! 
up there, and keep folk scraughin* f ye this 
gate?*' 

*« She wants her daughter, sir,*' said the 
same officer whose interference had given 
the hag such offence before — *^ her dat^gh- 
ter, who was taken up last night— Madge 
AVildfire, as they ca^ hen" 
^ " Madge Hellfire, as they ca' her!'* eclio^ 
ed the beldame ; ** and ^hat business has 
a blackguard like you to ca' an honest wo* 
man's bairn out o' her ain name ?" 

" An honest woman's bairn, Maggie!" 
answered the peace-officer, smiling and 
shaking his head with an ironical emphasis 
on the adjective, and a calmness calcula- 
ted to provoke to madnesjs the furious old 
shrew, _ 

" If I am no honest now, I was holiest 
anes," she replied ; ** and that's mair than 
ye can say, ye born and bred thieif, that 
never kenn'd ither folk's gear frae your ain 
since the day ye w^as cleckit. Honest, say 
ye ? — ^ye pykit your mother's poucli o' twal- 



TH£ HEART OF MID-LOTHIAK. 147 

penbies Scotch when ye were five ' year» 
auld, }ust as^ she was taking leave o' your 
father at the fit o' the gallows." 

«< She has you there, George," said the 
assistants^ and there was a general laugh ; 
fi^r the wit was fitted for the meridian of 

» 

the place wher^ it was uttwed. This ge 
neral applause somewhat gratified the pas.- 
sions of the old hag$ ^< the grim feature" 
smiled, and even laughed^^but it was a 
laugh of bitter scorn. She condescended^ 
however, as if appeased by the success of 
her sally, to explain her business more dis- 
tinctly, when thje magistrate^ commanding 
sileace, again desired her either to speak 
out her errand, or to leave the place, 

** Her bairn," she said^ " was her bairn, 
and she came to fetch her out of[ ill haft 
and waur guiding. If she wasna sae wise 
as itker folks, few ither folks had suffered 
as muckle as she bad done ; forbye that 
jshe could ff&nd the waur for hersell with- 
in the four wa's of a jaiK She could 
prove 1^ fifty witnesses, and fifty to that. 
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that her diiughter had never seen Jock 
Porteous, alive or dead, since he had gien 
her a loundering w? his cane» the neger 
that he was, for driving a dead cat at the 
provost's wig on the Elector of Hanover's 
birth-day." 

Notwithstanding the wretched appear- 
ance and violent demeanour of this wo- 
man, the magistrate felt the justice of her 
argument, that her child might be as dear 
to her as to a more fortunate and more 
amiable mother. He proceeded to inves- 
tigate the circumstances which had led to 
Madge Murdockson's (or Wildfire's,) ar- 
rest, and as it was clearly shown that she had 
not been engaged in the riot, he contented 
himself with directing that an eye should 
be kept upon her by the police^ but that 
for the present she should be allowed to 
return home with her mother. During the 
interval of fetching Madge from the jail, 
the magistrate endeavoured to discover 
whether her mother had been privy to the 
change of dress betwixt that young woman 

8 
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and Robertson. But on this point be could 
obtain no light. She persisted in decla- 
ring, that she had never seen Robertson 
since his remarkable escape during ser« 
vice-time ; and that if her daughter had 
changed clothes with him, it must have 
been during her absence at a hamlet about 
two miles out of town, called Dudding- 
stone, where she could prove .that she pass** 
ed that eventful night. And* in fact, one 
of the town-officersi who had been search^ 
ing for stolen linen at the cottage of a 
washer-woman in that viUage» gave his 
evidence, that he had seen Maggie Mur? 
dockson there, whose presence had const* 
derably increased bis suspicion of the house 
in which she was a visitor, in respect that 
he considered her as a person of no good 
reputation. 

*< I tauld ye sae," said the hag ; << see 
now what it is to hae a character, gude ot 
bad ! — Now, maybe after a', I could tell ye 
something about Porteoug that you coun- 
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cil-chamber bodies never could find ouft, 
for as muckle stir as ye mak." 

All eyes were turned towards her— -all 
cars were alert. " Speak out," said the 
magistrate. 

*« It will be for your ain gude," insinua. 
ted the town-clerk. 

<* Dinna keep the baillie waiting^'* urged 
the assistants* 

She remained doggedly silent for two of 
three minutes, casting around a malignant 
and sulky glance, that seemed to enjoy the 
anxious suspense with which they waited 
her answer. And then she broke forth at 
once,— »<^ A^ that I ken about him is, that 
he was neither soldier nor gentleman, but 
just a thief and a blackguard, like matst 0' 
yoursels, dears— What will ye gie me for 
that news now ? — He wad hae served the 
gude town lang or provost or baillie wad 
hae fund that out, my joe !" 

While these matters were in discussicHJ, 
Madge Wildfire entered, and her first ex- 
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clamation was^ << £h! see if there isna 
our auld ne'er-do-weel deevil'a buokie o* a 
mither — Hegh, sirs ! but we are a hppefu*^ 
family, to be twa.o' us in the Guard at ance 
—But there were better days wi' us ance — 
were there na, mither ?" 
. Old Maggie's eyes had glistened with 
something like an expression of pleasure 
when she saw her daughter set at liberty. 
But either her natural affection, like that 
of the tigress, could not be displayed 
without a strain of ferocity, or there was 
something in the ideas whioh Madge's 
speech awakenedi that again stirred her 
cross and savage temper. *< What signifies 
what we were, ye street-raking limber !'* 
she exclainled, pushing her daughter before 
her to the door, with no gentle degree of 
violence*. *' I'se tell thee what thou is 
now— thou's a crazed hellicat Bess o' *Bed^ 

A 

lam, that sail taste naething but bread and 
water for a fortnight, to serve ye for the 
plague ye hae gieii me, and ower gude for 
ye, ye idle taupie." 
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Madge) however^ escaped from her mo- 
ther at the door^ ran back to the foot of the 
tablC) dropped a very low and fantastic 
curtsey to the judge, and said,with a giggling 
laugh,—" Our minnie's sair mis-set, after 
her ordinar, sir — She'll hae had some quar- 
rel m* her auld gudeman — ^that's Satan, ye 
ken, sirs,'* This explanatory note she gave 
in a low confidential tone, and the specta- 
tors of that credulous generation did not 
hear it without an involuntary shudder* 
^* The gudeman and her disna aye gree 
weel, and then I maun pay the piper ; but 
my back's broad aneugh to bear't a' — ^an' 
if she hae nae havings, that's nae reason 
why wiser folk shouldna hae some." Here 
another deep curtsey. The ungracious 
voice of her mother was heard. 

*« Madge, ye limmer ! If I come to fetch 
ye!" 

" Hear till her," said Madge. *« But I'll 
wun out a gliff the night for a' that, to dance 
in the moonlight, when her and the gude^ 
man will be whirrying through the blue lift . 
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on a broom- sbanki to see Jean Jap, that 
they haeputten intill the Kircaldy tolbooth 
— ay, they will hae a merry sail ower Inch- 
keith, and ower a' the bits o' bonny waves 
that are poppling and plashing against the 
rocks in the gowden glimmer o' tlie moon, ye 
ken.— I'm coming, mother — I'm coming," 
she concluded, on hearing a scuffle at the 
door betwixt the beldame and the officers, 
who were endeavouring to prevent her re- 
entranci^. Madge then waved her hand 
wildly towards the cieling, and sung, at the 
topmost pitch of her voice,— 

<* Up in the air, ^ 

On toy bonnie grey mare» 

And I see, and I see, and I see her 



yet." 



And with a hop, skip, and jump, sprung 
out of the room, as the witches of Mac- 
beth used, in less refined days, to seem to 
fly upwards from the stage* 

Some weeks intervened before Mr Mid* 
dleburgh, agreeably to his benevolent reso* 

6 a 
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lution, found an opportunity of taking a. 
walk towards Saint Leonard^ in order to 
discover whether it might be possible to 
obtain ^he evidence hinted at in the anony- 
mous letter respecting Effie Deans. 

In fact, the anxious perquisitions Inade 
to discover the murderers of Porteous, oc- 
cupied the attention of all concerned with 
the administration of justice. 

In the course of these enquiries, two 

circumstances happened material to our 

story. Butler, after a close investigation 

of his conduct, was declared innocent, of 

accession to the death of Porteous ; but, as 

having been present during the whole 

transaction, was obliged to find bail not ta 

quit his usual residence at Libberton, that 

he might appear as a witness when called 

upon. The other incident regarded the 

disappearance of Madge Wildfire and her 

mother from Edinburgh. When they were 

sought, with the purpose of subjecting 

them to some further interrogatories, it was 

discovered by Mr Sharpitlaw that they had 
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eluded the observation of the police, and 
left the city so soon as dismissed from 
the council-chamber. No efforts could trace 
•the place of their retreat. 

In the meanwhile the excessive indig- 
nation of the Council of Regency, at thj^ 
slight put upon their authority by the mur- 
der of Forteous, had dictated measures, in 
which their own extreme desire of detect- 
ing the actors in that conspiracy were con* 
4iulted, in preference to the, temper of tlie 
people, and the character of their church- 
men. An act of parliament was hastily pass- 
ed, offering two hundred pounds reward 
to those wba should inform against any 
person concerned in the deed, aqd the pe- 
nalty of death, by a very unusual and se- 
vere enactment, was denounced against 
those who shou^ harbour the guilty. But 
what was chiefly accounted exceptionable, 
.wa9 a clause appointing the act to be read 
ill churches by the offiaiatiiag. clergyman, 
upon the first Sunday of every month, for 
a certain peiiodjtt.imiaediately before the 
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sermon. The ministers who should refuse 
to comply with this injunction were declsu 
red^ for the first offence, incapable of sitting 
or voting in any church judicature, and for 
the second, incapable of holding any eccle« 
siastical preferment in Scotland. 

This last order united in a common 
cause those who might privately rgoice in 
Forteous's death, though they dared not 

* 

vindicate the manner of it, with the more 
scrupulous presbyterians, who held that 
even the pronouncing the name of. the 
^ Lords Spiritual" in a Scottish pulpit wai^ 
quodammodo^ an acknowledgment of pre- 
lacy, and that the injunction of the legisla- 
ture was an interference of the civil govern- 
ment with the ju8 dititmm of presbytery, 
since to the General Assembly alone, 4& 
representing the invisible head of the ktrk, 
belonged the sole and exclusive right of re- 
gulating whatever belonged to ptiblic wor- 
ship. Very many also of. different poli- 
tical or religious sentiments, and therefore 
not much moved by these considerations, 
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thought they saw, in so violent an act of 
parUament, a more vindictive spirit tba* 
became the legislature of a great country, 
and something Uke an attempt to trample 
upon the rights and independence of Scot- 
land. The variOQs steps adopted for punish- 
ing the city of Edinburgh, by taking away 
her charter and liberties^ for what a violent 
and over-mastering mob had done within 
her walls, were resented by many, who 
thought a pretext was too hastily taken for 
degrading the ancient metropolis of Scot- 
land. In short, there was much hearfc- 
burning, discontent, and disaiection, oeca«- 
sioned by these ill-considered measures. 

Amidst these beats and dissensions^ the 
trial of Effie Deans, after many weebs coi^ 
Snement, was at length about to be brought 
forward, and Mr Middleburgh found leisure 
to enquire into die evidence concerning 
her. For this purpose he chose a fine day 
for his walk towsords her father's house. 

The excursimi into the counttywas some- 
what distant, in the opinion of a burgess of 
these days, although many of the present 
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inhiabitsuburbah villas considerably beyond 
the spot to which we allude. Three quar- 
ters of an hour's walk, however, even at a 
pace of magisterial gravity, conducted our 
benevolent Office-bearer to the Crags of St 
Leonard's, and the humble mansion ofDMr 
vid Deans*. , . 

. The old man was seated on the de^s, or 
jturf-seat, at the end of his cottage, busied 
in mending his cart-harness with his own 
hands ; for in those days any sort of ^labour 
which required a little snore skill thali. usual 
fell to the' share of i the goodman himself, 
and that even when he was .well to p^ss in 
the world. With stern and austere gravity 
he persevered in his task, after having just 
raised his head to notice the advance of 
the stranger. It woidd have been impos- 
sible to have discovered, from his counte- 
nance and manner, the internal feelings 
of ^ony with whieh he contended. Mr 
Middleburgh waited an instant, expecting 
Deans would in some^ measure aokoow- 
ledge his presence, and lead into Convei?- 
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Sfttion; but» as he seemed determined to 
xemain silent^ he was himself obliged to 
«speak first. 

" My name is Middleburgh— Mr James 
Middleburgb,one of the present magistrates 
<^ the city of Edinburgh." 

•* It may be sae," answered Deans la^ 
^onically^ and without interrupting his la- 
bour. 

^^ You must understandi" he continued, 
<< that the duty of a magistrate is sometkiies 
an unpleasant one." 

*^ It may be sae," replied David; "I 
hae naething to say in the contrair }" and 
he was again doggedly silent. 

•* You must be aware," pursued the ma- 
gistrate, ^^ that persons in my situation are 
often obliged to make painful and disagree* 
able enquiries at individuals, merely be^ 
cause it is their bounden duty." 

It may be sae," again replied Deans ; 

I hae naething to say anent it, either 1^ 
tae way or the t'other. But I do ken there 
was.ance in a day a just and Gt)d«feasing 
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magistracy in yon town o^ Edinburgh, that 
did not bear the sword in vain, but were a 
terror to evil doers, and a praise to such as 
kept the path; In* the glorious days of auid 
worthy faithfu* Provost Dick, when there 
was a true and faithfu* General Assembly 
of the Kirk, walking hand in hand with the 
real noble Scottish Aearted barons, and with 
the magistrates of this^ and other towns, 
genttes, burgesses, and commons of all 
ranks, seeiilg with one eye, hearing with 
one ear, and upholding the ark with their 
united strength— And then folk might see 
men deliver up their silver to the states* 
use, as if it . had been as muckle sclate 
stanes. My father saw them toom the 
sacks of dollars out o' Provost Dick*s win-* 
dow intlll the carts that carried tiiem to 
the army at Dunselaw ; and if ye winna be* 
lieve his testimony, there is the window it* 
sell still standing iii the X>uckenbooths-^I 
think it's a claitb-merchant's booth the 
day — at the airn stanchdls, fiv& doors 
abune Gosstbrd's Close^^JBut now we hae« 
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na sic spirit amang us; we think mair 
about the warst wally-draigle ia our aidt 
byre, than about the blessing which the 
angel of the covenant gave to the Patriarch 
even at Feniel and Mahanaim^ or the bind* 
ing obligation of our national vows ; and 
we wad rather gi'e a pund Scots to buy an 
unguent to clear our auid rannell-trees and 
our beds o' the English bugs as they ca* 
them, than we wad gi'e a plack to rid the 
land of the swarm of Arminian cateq>il« 
lars, Socinian pismires, arid deistical Miss 
Katies, that have ascended out of the bot» 
tomless pit, to plague this perverse, insi« 
dious, arid lukewarm generation/' 

It happened to David Deans on this oc- 
casion as it has done to many other habi« 
tual orators; when once he became em- 
barked on his &vourite subject, the stream 
of his own enthusiasm carried him forward 
in spite of his mental distress, while his well 
exercised memory supplied him amply 
with all the types and tropes of rhetoric 
peculiar to his sect and cause* 
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Mr Middleborgh contented himself with 
answering—** All this. may. be very true, 
my friend ; but, as yau said just now, I 
have nothing to say to it at present, either 
one way or other. — You have two daugh- 
ters, 1 think,, Mr Deans ?'' 

The old man winced,, as one whose smart- 
ing sore is suddenly galled, but instantly 
eompoaed himself, resumed the work which, 
in the heat of his declamation, he had laid 
down, and answered with sullen resolution, 
•« Ae daughter, sir—only a»e/* 

<< I understand you," said Mr Middle* 
burgh ; '< you have only one daughter here 
at home with you-^but this unfortunate 
girl who is a prisoner--^she is, I think, your 
y4>UBgest daughters'' 

. The presby terian sternly raised his eyes. 
<^ After, the world, and according to the 
flesh,. she is my daughter ;. but when she 
became a child of Belial, and a company- 
keeper, and a traitor in guilt and iniquity, 
she. ceased to be a bairn of mine.'' 
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<< Alas, Mr Deans^" said Middleburgh, 
sitting down by him, and endeavoiuing to 
take his hand, which the old man proudly 
Withdrew, '^ we are ourselves all sinners i 
and the errors of our offipring, as they 
ought not to surprise us, being the portion 
which they derive of a common portion of 
corruption inherited through us, so they 
do not entitle us to cast them off because 
they have lost themselves." 
* *^ Sir," said Deans, impatiently, ^' I ken 
a' that as weel as — I mean to say," he resu* 
med, checking the irritation he felt at being 
schoolM, — a discipline of the miod,] whieh 
those most ready to bestow it on others, 
do themselves most reluctantly submit to 
receive— ^* I mean to say, that what yeob* 
serve may be just and reasiHiabie — But I hae 
nae freedom to enter into my ain private 
a£&irs wi' strangers-— And now^ in this great 
national emergency, when there's thePor^ 
teous^ Act has come doun frae Lo^doo^ 
that is a deeper blow to this poor siufu* 
kingdom. and suffering kirk^ than ony that 
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has been heard of since the foiil and faital 
Test — at a time like this " ■ 

^< Bujt, goodman/* interrupted Mr Mid» 
dleburgh, ^ you must think of your own 
household first, or else you are worse even 
than the infidels.'^ 

<< I tell ye, Baillie Middleburgh/' retorted 
David Deans, ''if ye be a baillie, as there is 
little honour in being ane in these evil days 
—I tell ye, I heard the gracious Saunders 
Peden — I wotna whan it was ; but it was in 
killing time^ when the plowers were draw- 
ing alang their furrows on the back of the 
Kirk of Scotland'— I heard him tell hia 
bearers, gude and waled Christians they 
were too, that some o' them wad greet 
mair for a bit drowned calf or stirk, than 
for a' the defections and oppressions of the 
day ; and that they were some o^ them 
thinking o' ae thing, some o' anither, and 
there was Lady Hundelslope thinking a' 
greeting Jock at the fire-side! And the 
lady confessed In my hearing, that a drow 
of anxiety had come pwer her for her son 
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that she bad left at hame weak of a decay—. 
And what wad he hae said of me, if I had 
ceased to think of the gude cause for a 
cast-away — a — it kills me to think of what 
the is-<*'* 

<< But the life of your child, goodman— 
lihink of thati if her life could be saved/' 
said Middleburgh, 

« Her life !" exclaimed D»vid— *« I wadna 
gi'e ane o* my grey hairs for her life, if her 
gude name be gane — And yet/' said he, 
relenting and retracting as he spoke, ^' I 
would make the niffer, Mr Middleburgh— - 
I wad gi'e a* these grey hairs that she has 
brought to shame and sorrow— -I wad gi'e 
the auld head they grow on for her life^ 
and that she might hae time to amend and 
return, for what hae the wicked beyond the 
breath of their nosthrils — But 1*11 never see 
her mair. — No! — ^that — that I am deter* 
mined in — I'll nev^r see her main" His 
lips continued to move for a minute after 
his voice ceased to be heard, as if he were 
repeating the same vow internally. 
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*• Well, sir,'* said Mr Middleburg^ << I 
speak to you as a man of sense ; if you 
would save your daughter's life, you musi 
use human means*" 

** 1 understand what you mean ; but Mr 
^ovit, who is the procurator and doer of 
an honourable person, the Laird of Dumb* 
iedikes, is to do what carnal wisdom can 
do for her in the circumstances. Myseli . 
am not clear to trinquet and traffic wi^ 
courts o' justice, as they are now constitu- 
ted ; I have a tenderness and scruple in 
my mind anent them.'* 

*« That is to say/' said Middleburgb, 
" thut you are a Cameronian, arid do not 
acknowledge the Authority of our courts of 
judicature or present government P" ; 

** Sir, under your favour," replied David, 
who, too proud of his own polemical knowi- 
ledge, to call himself the follower of any 
one, " ye tak me up before I fall down. 
I canna see why I stild be termed a Came* 
ronian, especially' now that ye hae given 
the name of that famous and savoury suf- 
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ferefi not onlyuntfl a.regimefital band of 
Bouldllers, whereof I am told many can now 
curse, swear, and use profane langus^e, as 
£ist as ever Richard Cameron could preach 
or pray; but also because ye have, in as 
far as it is ifl your power, rendered that 
martyi^'s name vain and contemptible, by 
pipes, drums, and fifes, playing the vain 
carnal spring, called the Camerooian Rant, 
which'too many professors of religion dance 
to«-*a practice maist unbecoming a profes* 
sor to dance to any tune whatsoever, more 
especially promiscuously, that is, with the 
female sex. A brutish fashion it is, whilk 
is the beginning of defection with many, as 
I may hae as muckle cause as maist folk to 
testify,'* ' 

" WeH, but Mr Deans," replied Mr 
Middleburgh, " I only meai>t to say that 
' you were a Cameronian or MacMillanite, 
one of the society peoplej in short, who 
think it inconsistent to take oaths under a 
government where the Covenant is not ra* 
tified/' 
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^ Sr," riBpKed the controversialist, who 
forgot even his present distress in such dis- 
cussions as these, ^* you cannot fickle me 
sae easily as you do opine. I am not a 
MacMillanite, or a Russelite, or a Hamil- 
tonian, or a Harleyite, or a Howdenite— I 
will be led by the nose by none— and take 
my name as a Christian from no vessel of 
clay. I have my own principles and prac- 
tice to answer for, and am an humble 
pleader for the gude auld cause in a legal 
way." 

<< That is to say, Mr Deaitt)," said Mid* 
dleburgh, *^ that you are a JDeanite^ and 
have opinions peculiar to yourself." 

'* It may please you to say sae," sftid 
David Deans ; << but I have maintained my 
testimony before as great folks, and in 
sharper. times; and though I wiU neither 
.exalt myself nor pull down others, I wish 
every man and woman in . this land had 
kept the. true testimony, and the middle 
and straight path, as it were, on the rti^e 
of a hill, where wind and water shears, 
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avoidiog right-hand snares and extremes* 
and; left-hand way*8lidings, as .weel as Johp- 
ny Dodds of Farthing's Acre* and ae m^n 
mair that shall be nameless." 

** I suppose,** replied the magistrate^ 
^< that is as much as ^o say, that Johnny 
DjOdds of Farthing^s Acre, and David 
Deans c)f 8t liConard's, constitute the only 
members of the true, real, unsophisticated 
Kirk of Scotland 7' 

4 

^< God forbid that I suld make sic.a vain- 
glorious speech, when there are sae mony, 
professing Christians," answered .David; 
^ but this I maun say, that all men act ac« 
cording to their gifts and their, grace, sae 
tiiat it is nae marvel that'*—— 

« This is all very fine," interrupted Mi: 
Middleburgh, <^ but. I have no time to 
spend in hearing it The matter, in. hand 
is . thisk^I have directed, a citation.to.be 
lodged Jn. your: daughter's hands-— If she 
appears on the day of trial and gives evi« 
dence, there is reason to hope. she. may 

VOU II. c H 
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•ftve her^id8ta*ii l^N-4f» firom any constrahi- 

ed scruj^lM about the legality of her per- 

ibrming the office of an afecttonate sister 

and a good subject, i^ appearing ib a couft 

bfeld noAet the authQrity of the 'law and 

goV^mmti you become' the means of de- 

i6rnitg lief from the discharge, of this duty» 

l/tttust say^ though the truth may sound 

liarsh ita your eiars, that ybo, 'who gave life 

to this unhappy girl, will become the means 

<tf hi^r losing it by a premature and violent 

detth.** ^ 

: '&o saying, Mr Middleburgh turned to 

lesiv^hiffi/ 

' *< Bide awee — ^bide awee, Mr Middle* 

burgh/' said Dean's, ill great perplexity and 

distress of mind; biit the b^se,wh6 was 

probably sensible that )nr6ttacted cUscnssion 

might diashiiBh the efibct of his" best and 

uk>fSt'f»dhVd Brjgdtntntf tock a hasty leave, 

and declined entering further into tiie con* 

thnrersy. ! » > 

Deans saoik doim upon his seat, stunned 

6 
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with a variety of. conflicting jexnotions. It 
had been a great soujxe of controvei^j: 
amojig. those holdiog bis opinions in reli- 
^ous matters, how far the government 
which jsuopeeded the Eevolution could be» 
without sin^ acknowledged by true pres<* 
by terians,. seeing that it did not recog* 
Qize the great Rational testimony of the 
Sole«m League and Covenant f And lat- 
terlyt tbo^e ogreeing. in this general doc- 
trine^ and assuming the sounding title of 
the,aoti*popii»h^ anti-pr^latic, anti-erastian» 
anti-^ectai^jan, true presbytjprian remnant^ 
were (divided into many petty sects among^ 
tbeq^selyeS) even as to the extent of suU 
^^s^ion tP .the existing laws^ and ; rulers^ 
. whipb cqnst^tuted such an itcknawledge-. 
injpnt ^ an^ounted to sin. 
^ ,iAt.* ve^ry.stpnny aijd tumultuous meet* 

ing» held i|(i 1682» to discuss these import-^ 
ftRt.and deliqate pQint;s, the testimonies of 
the faithful few were found utterly incon* 
distent with each other* The place whera 



* 
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this conference took place was remarkably 
well adapted for such an assembly. It was 
a wjld and very sequestered dell in Tweed- 
dale» surrounded by high hilts; and far re- 
mote from human habitation. A small ri- 
ver, or rather a mountain torrent, called 
the Talla, breaks down the glen with great 
fiiry, dashing successively over a number 
of small cascades, which has procured the 
spot the name of Talla Linns. Here the 
Jeaders among the scattered adherents to 
the Covenant, men who, ''in their banish- 
ment from human society, and in the re- 
collection of the severities to which they 
had been exposed, had become at once 
sullen in their tempers, and fantastic in 
their religioui^ opinions, met Ivith arms in 
their hands, and by the side of the torrent 
discussed, with a turbulence which the 
noise of the stream dould not drown, points 
of contrdvefsy as empty &nd unsubstaiidft! 
as Its foam. 

It wis the fixfed judgment of inost of the 
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meeting, that all payment of cess or tribute 
to the existing government was utterly un- 
lawful, and a sacrificing to idols. About other 
impositions and degrees of submission there 
were various opinions; and perhaps it is 
the best illustration of the spirit of these 
, military fathers of the church to say^ that 
while all allowed it was impious to pay the 
cess employed for maintaining the standing 
army and militia, there was a fierce con- 
troversy on the lawfulness of paying the 
duties levied at ports and bridges, for main- 
taining roads and other necessary purposes ; 
that there were some who, repugnant to 
these imposts for turnpikes and postages, 
were nevertheless free in conscience to 
make payment of the usual freight at pub- 
lic ferries, and that a person of exceeding and 
punctilious zeal, James Russel, one of the 
slayers of the Archbishop of St Andrews, 
bad given his testimony with great warmth 
eveu against this last faint shade of subjec- 
tion to constituted authority. This ai;dent 
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and enlightened person and his followers 
had also great scruples about the lawful, 
ness of bestowing the ordinary names npdn 
the days of the week and the months ttf 
the year, which savoured in their iiostrils 
so strongly of paganism, that at length ^ey 
arrived at the conclusion that they who 
owned such names as Monday, Tuesday, 
January, February, and so forth, " served 
thetnsel ves heirs to the same, if not greilt- 
er punishment, than had betn denounced 
Against the idolaters i^ old."^ ^ ' 

' David Peans had been present t)n this 
memorable occasion, although too young to 
be a speaker among the polemical combat* 
ants. His brain, however, had been tho- 
roughly heated by the noise, clamour, and 
metaphysical iogentiity of the discussion^ 
and it was a controversy to which his mind 
had often returned ; and though he care- 
fully disguised his vacillation ftom others, 
and perhaps from himself, he had never 
been able to come to any precise line of 
decision on the subject. Id fact, his natu* 
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ral seose had acted as a coonterppise to 
his controversial zeaL He was by no means 
pleased with the quiet and indifferent maa- 
ner in which King William's govcrnmeat 
slurred over the errors of tlie times; whei\, 
far from restoring' the ' pitesby teriaa kitk 
to its former supremacy, they passed an 
act of oblivion even to those who had been 
its pefsecutorsy and bestowed on many of 
them titles, favours^ and employments. 
When, in the first Geneval Assembly which 
succeeded the Revolution, an overture^as 
made for the revival of the League and Gq« 
venant, it was with horror that Douce David 
heard the proposal eluded by the men of 
caxnal wit and policy, as he called them, as 
being inapplicable to the prasent times,: and 
not falling under the modern model of the 
church. The reign of Queen , Anne had 
increased his convicticm, that tihe Revolu- 
tion government was not one of the true 
presbytefian comfdexion. ^ But then, more 
sensible than the bigo|»^ hw.seett he ^ 
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not confound the moderation and tolefaiice 
of these two reigns with the active tyranny 
and oppression exercised in those of Chaiies 
IL and James IL The presby terian form 
of religi(H), though deprived of the weight 
formerly attached to its sentences of ex- 
communication, and compelled to tolerate 
the co-existence of episcopacy, and of sects 
of various descriptions, was still the National 
Church ; and though the glory of the se- 
cond temple was far inferior to that which 
had flourished from 16S9 till tiie battle of 
Dunbar, still it was a structure that, want- 
ing the strength and the terrors, retained 
at least the form and symmetry Of the ori- 
ginal model. Then came the insurrection 
in 1715, and David Deans's horror for the 
revival of the popish and prelatical faction 
reconciled him greatly to the government 
of King George, although he grieved that 
that monarch might be suspected of a lean- 
ing unto Erastianism. In short, moved by 
so many different consideratibns,' he had 



THE HEART OF MID-LOTHIAH. 177 

• • • , • ' 

shifted his^ ground at difFereat times cqii« 
oeivipg the degree of freedoin whiph he 
ftit in adopting any act of immediate ac« 
knowledgment or submission/ to the present 
flj^vernm^enty which, horwever mild aii\d pa* 
. ternal^ was still uncovenaoted ; and now 
lifi felt, himself called upon by the most 
powerful motive coneeivable, to authorize 
his daughter's giving testimony in a <»)urt 
ofjusticet whidi all who have been since 
4:alled Cameffoniana, accounted a step of 
lamentable and direct defection. The voipe 
of nature, however, exclaimed loud in 1^ 
bosom ^gainst the dictates of fanaticism ; % 
and, his imagination^ fertile in the solution 
of polemical di^ciilties, devised an expe- 
dient for extricating himself from the. fear- 
iul dilemma, in which he saw, on the one 
s^e» a M^ng off from principle, and, on 
the other, a scene from which a father's 
thobghtS; coy)d not biit turp ip j^yd^Qring 
horroj^. 

<< I have been constant and unchanged 

H 2 
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in ttiy testimony," said DovM^Dfeani-j^ "•btit 
then wHor'has said 4t of me,^that'I MVe 
judged my tieighl^our over closely, bedtuse 
he hath Had more freedom in his yrsSk 
ihsLTi I have found in' mine?' I never was 
a separatist, nor for quarrelling with, ten* 
der souls about mint, cummin, or other 
the lesser tithes. My daughter Jean mAy 
have a light in this subject that is hid 
frae my auld een-^it is laid on her co&« 
science and not on mine-^If she hath free* 
dom \o gang before this judicatory and 
hold up her hand for this poor cast-away, 
surely I will not !say she steppeth over her 
bounds } and if not*-*-^-— He paused in his 
mental argument, while a paiig of unutter- 
able anguish ^^nvulsed his features, yet, 
shaking it off, he firmly resumed the strain 
of his reasoning— *< And w not— God fbr- 
\»d that she should go into defection at 
bidding of mine ! I wunna fret the tender 
conscience of one bairn— no, not to save 
the life of the other.** 



[ 



ter to death from different feelings and 
motives, but not upm^ a more heroic prin- 
ciple of datfi 



4 « 
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CHAPTER VII. 

To man, in this his trial state, 
/ The privily is gtven» 

When tost by tides of human fete, 
To anchor fast on heaven. 

It was with a firm step that Deans sought 
his daughter's apartment, determined to 
leave her to the light of her own conscience 
in the dubious point of casuistry in which 
he supposed her to be placed* 

The little room had been the sleeping 
apartment of both sisters, and there still 
stood there a small occasional bed which 
had been made for Effie's accommodation, 
when, complaining pf illness, she had de- 
clined to share, as in hsqppier times, her sis* 
tf r's pillow* The eyes of Deans rested in* 



YiAwkismlyj on eBttring tiiQ room, upon 
this little couch, with its dark^green coaiise 
curtains, and the ideas connected with jt 
rdse so thidc upon his soul as ahoost to in- 
^pacitate him from opening his errand to 
his daughter. Her occupation bnoke -the 
ice. *He found her gazing on a slip of pa- 
per, which contained a citation to .her to 
appear as a witness upon her sdstei's trial 
in bebsdf of the accused. For, the wcnthy 
magistrate/determined to omit no diance 
of doing EflSe justice, and to. leave her sis- 
ter no apologjr for not giving the evidracfe 
w'hieh she waa supposed to possffss^ bM 
caused the ordinary citation, :ot stA^jpamOf 
of the Scottish criminal court, to be servod 
upon her by an officer during his confer* 
^nce with David. ' 

This precaution was so far favourable to 
Deand, that it saved hiiti die pain jof enter- 
ing upt^n a f6rmiil explanation . with his 
daughter ; he Only s^id, with a boUow and 
tremulous voice, ^* I perceive y« are awaie 
of t|)e matter." t- . 
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Ood^ Javsa&d mail's. Jbw9ff!rl¥h«Jb)«i0liW& 
do?^Wfaatwillweida^* r , 

JexaAe, it must be obsenr6d» bad^na 9fliBi- 
plea whatever ahottl the mere act oCapiN^ 
ibg in mcofatt jaS> ijiistice>.^ ^ She jSi%iit. Jikve 
heard the poiujb . diflcuaaed by. h^. iatl^ 
more tkaacmce ;. but we. have ake^dy i|^ 
txced, that she was accustomed to. iwtfii 
^ith reverence to mudb . which jsbe w^s in- 
cspabk: of uadcBstaodiugii aiiid.th»t :Si»l)^ 
argsmenta of catisiatQr idund bef a patieytt 
bat unediied; hearec^ . ^ UpcNpi reeeiyiDg the 
eitatieD, therefor^, her thoughti9f,::djy| QOt 
.torn upon the.cyflEieiical scruples^ l?h&ch 
alanaaed her:£ilherfa.au0d# but to the Jia»- 
guage which had beea held to her: l^,^ 
starai^tf at Muscbat's Cairo. In % word> 
^e never doubted but she . W99 to. be drag- 
ged forward into the. oovjdt jof jnsUccv. V^. or- 
der to place her in .the.BCuel ppsftioi^ of ei« 
User aacnfieing hfst. sister, by |;6lUng t)^ 
tmtb^ or xxmnnittiiQig^. pegi«y J«^ pKdfpr. to 
aave her life. And so stx«ii|j^y did j her 






thbuglits ^rufi An tiu9 jebMiiiel, Jlhat isbei^ap^ 
plied ber fathieiAiiwocd% '^ yearo4Eimre of 
tbe matter/ to- his aoipifliatance mlhttlie 
adviee ttwt bad beeniW ftwfoify^ en^oanood 
«poii ber« '■' She^ lebked^ iq^ wiUi ^ anxioui 
Mirprise^ <lot4ittn»igied<with •lOUtioEboi- 
ror, whicb biS4ie3Ct wordtr aa^sbe intMfMRet* 
ed and applied tbeniy were neit qiiflKiedjta 
remote.* 

<< Daugbter,"^ saidDarid^ ^^it'has.evA 
been my tnnd) tbat in tbings^of ane^&mbt- 
M and controveitnal natureriUL Cbri»tiaitVi 
conscience ^sai4 be bis ai& geide«-^Wbei^ 
toe deieend into yoatuit, Uy uroor iiin 
*fiiind with sufficiency af'80Dd^exerai9e,,and 
as yen sail finally find youfself deartoido 
in tiiis matt;er**^vea so beit? ^.^ 

<* fiut, father^^ said Jesnie^ whose ;miad 
irerolted at tbeconstructionwhiclLshe na- 
turally put upon his language, ^ can tfais^^ 
TBis be a doubtful or controversial matter ? 
-^^^Mtnd, father, the nkitlt oonnaandr^ 
« Thou sbalt not bear false witness agiunst 
thy neighbour*' *• . . , , 



/ 
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' :DaYid Deatas ,pauaed ;: for, still appljriog 
ber speech to.hispreconc^ivedidiffituJlief^ 
it Beened to hiib, asjf «fte, a wamaii^ and a 
.»stec» va& scarce entitled to be scrupiiloiift 
cupon tiiis occasJoOf Habere Ae^ a inati» .exf«- 
cised in tbe tiestimofiies of tbat testifyiqg 
'perk>d9 had. given indirect couotentnqjei to 
^her fiiUowing what must haye been the na- 
tui^al dictates of her own feelings. , BuJit be 
'Jkept firm his purpose^ until^ his ejpes invo- 
•hintarily; rested upon ; the. little sc^e^ed, 
and reoatled tbe form of the child^of bis old 
'OgBf as she sate upon it» pale, emaciated^ 
and broken* hearted* His miod,^as (he.pic- 
tuser arose before .him» involuntarilyccan- 
ceivedt and bis tongue Jnyc^itPtai^ly utter- 
ed — ^but in a. tone bow diffi^iieiit.friifm. his 
fmual dogmatical pr^dsioi;, argupieotsfor 
the course of: conduct lil^ely t(tiQsi)te hi^ 
child's safety^ 

*• Daughter/^ he said, " I did. not sjiy 
that your path was free from. stumbUng-— 
and, questionless, this act may be in. the 
opinion of some a transgression^ since he 
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^ho beaFeth witness unlawfully, and against 
his conscience, doth in some sort bear false 
witness against his neighbour. Yet in mat- 
ten of compliance, the guilt lieth not . in 
the compliance sae muckle^ as in the mind 
and conscience of him tiiat doth comply ; 
and, therefore, although my testimony hath 
not been spared upon public defections, 
I haena felt freedom to separate mysell 
from the communion of many who have 
been clear to hear those ministers who have 
taken the fatal indulgence, because they 
^^t get good of them, though I could 
not.'^ 

When David had proceeded thus far, his 
conscience reproved him, that he might be 
indirectly undermining the punty of his 
daughter's faith, and smoothing the way 
for her falling off from strictness of princi- 
pie. He, therefore, suddenly stopped, and 
changed his tone : — ^^ Jeanie, 1 perceive 
that our vile affections,-*-so I call them in 
respect of doing the will of our Father, — 
cling too heavily to me in this hour of try- 
ing sorrow, to permit me to keep sight ot 
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my ain duty^ or to airt you to ybuts. I 
will speak iiae mair ailent tfiis over^trying 
Biatter«— Jeaiiiiey if ye can, tii* GoNi and 
gude conscience^ speak in favour of this 
puir unhappy"— (here his voice fisitifte/^) 
•^«* she is your sfeter in'the flesh— worth- 
less and cast'away as she is, she la the 
daughter of a saint in Heaven, thflit was a 
mother to you, Jeanie, in place of your ain 
•—but if ye arena free in cbhsdehce to 
speak for her in the court of judicature- 
follow your ' conscience, * Jeaiiie,'''aiid let 
God's will be done." After this adjuration, 
he left the apartment, and his daughter re* 
n)a]|ied in a state of great distress and 
perplexity. 

It would have been no small addition to 
the sorrows of David Deans, even in this 
extremity of suffering, had he known that 
his daughter was applying the casuistical 
arguments which he had been using, not in 
the sense of a permission to follow her own 
opinion on a dubious and disputed point of 
controversy, but rather as an encourage- 
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ment to transgress one of those divine eairi* 
mandments "which ChHisitiahs of alt sectt 
and denominations unite in hoMiia^ most 
sacred. . . * 

" Can this be ?*" said Jeanie, as the dodr 
closed on her father — ^* Can these be fais 
wordg that I have l^eard, or 'ha[s the Enemy 
taken his voice and features to give height 
unto the counseWhith caaseth to pertsir! 
i— ^A sister's life, and a father pointing out 
how to save It J'Si-iO<SrOd deKvfer me !-^this 
Is a fearfu' temptation/* * ^ * 

Roaming from thought td thougfat, she 
at one tinieimagintdherfkth^ understood 
ihe mnth trommandment literally, ' as pro- 
hibiting false witness agmnst our neigh- 
bour, without exteuding the denunciation 
against falsehood uttered in favour of Hie 
criminal. But her clear and unsophistica- 
ted power of discriminating between good 
and evil, instantly rejected an- interpreta* 
tion 60 Umited, and so nnWoriSiy of the. 
Author of the law* She remained in 
a state of the most agitating terror and 
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.ui^rtaiDty--*-afTai4 to jpommunicate her 
;:Aoughts freely to her father, lest she 
^houl4 draw forth an opinion with which 
she could not comply, — wrung with distress 
on her sister's account, rendered the more 
acute by reflecting that the means of saving 
,her were in her power, but were such as 
her conscience prohibited her from using, 
.-^tossed, in short, like a vessel in an open 
roadstead during a storm, and, like thaives- 
,sel, resting on one cmly sure cable and. an- 
chor,— faith in Providence^ and a resolu- 
. tion to disc^^e her duty. . 

Butler's affectlpn and strong sense- of re« 
ligion would have been her principal sup* 
port in these distressing circumstiaaces^ but 
he was still lipder restraint, which, did not 
pisrinit him. to come to Saint Leonard's 
Crags ; and her distresses were of a nature^ 
which, with her indi£Gerent habits of scho* 
larship, she found it impossible to exfiress 
in writing. She was therefore compelled 
to trust forjguidance to her own unassisted 
sense of what was right or wrong* 
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It was not the least of her distresses, 
that, although she hoped and believed her 
sister to be innocent, she had not the means 
of receiving that assurance from her' own 
mouth. 

Hie double-dealing of Ratclifife in the 
matter of ilobertson had not prevented 
bis being rewarded, as double-dealers 
frequently have been, with favour and 
preferment. Sharpitlaw, who found in 
him something of a kindred genius, had 
been intercessor in his behalf with the ma- 
gistrates, and the circumstance of his ha- 
ving voluntarily remained in the prison, 
utien the doors were forced by the mob, 
would have made it a hard measure to take 
ihe Ufe which he had such easy means of 
saving. He received a full pardon ; and 
soon afterwards, James HatcHffe, the great* 
est thief and housebreaker in Scotland, was, 
upon the faith, perhaps, of an ancient pro* 
verb, selected as k person fo be entrusted 
wil^ the custody of other delinquents. 

Whin RiKt^lifi^'waB thus j>laced in aeon-' 



Meiit^ MtufUipQ, he.wsffi repeatedly applmd 
to ^y, ^ jff^pi^Q^ S^dktree jiQd others, who 
^k fpoiia mterf St in tbc^Dgaos' iBm%y to 
procure jan interview betweeo the sisters ; 
but the oiagistrates, who were extremely^ 
a^i^ojuis ^t^e fpftrebensioii of JLobertsou^ 
1|^ givei) strict orders to the contrary^ 
hoping) Jliait, by. keepuig them separai^^ 

%¥ "i^t?. frpmti^e 9»S or the other, ex- 
tjTfCl^ flpque ip^irmation re;specting that iu- 
gmye* On thia sulg^sct J^^ie had nothing 
to tell themt She, informed Mr Middle- 
^^mhM\ ^hp knew nothing of Robert. 
scp^ <??(c^ havipg jcpet him that night by 
aj[ipointipQ^i^t t|> give }\ei soi^e advice re- 
specting I^er lister's [COQcer% the purport 
of \15^d^,s^^, s^ yuB^ bet^^L^Qftd and her 
conscieppef Ofjiis j^ptionsgi purposes^ or 
plansi past^ presNgnt^, or future, she knew 
nothing,; and sp:ha4 n^i^g to communis. 

Effie,3iyas csgu^y^i^lent, tlipugb from % 
differj^t capfse* \% w^s \n< v^n $hat tl^y. 
oflfeBe.4.,^,coinmuUi|jon |t94 .idl^iatiw of 
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her puDidimeDt^and even. a free pardm)» if 
she would confess what she knew of her 
lover» . She answerfed only with tears ; 
unless, when driven into pettish sulkinesa 
by tiie persecution iDf the interrogator!^ 
she made them abrupt and disrespectful aa- 
swers; , 

At lengthy ^fter her trial had been de- 
layed for many :iveiekS| in hopes she might 
be induced to spe&k out on a subject infi*- 
nitely more intieresting to the magistracy 
^n her ovnti gutll and innocence, their 
patieoice was worn out, and even Mr Mid« 
dlebnrgh finding no ear lent to further 
intercession in her behalf, the day Was fixed 
for the trial to proceed. 

It was now» and not sooner, that Sharp- 
itlaw, recollecting his promise to Effie 
Deans, or rather being dinned intQ com- 
pliance by the unceasing remonstrances of 
Mrs Saddletree, who was his next door 
neighbour, and who declared it was heathen 
cruelty to keep the twa broken-hearted 
creatures separate, issued tlie important 
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mandate, ' permitting them to see eadb 
other. 

Oil the evening which preceded the event- 
ful day of trial, Jeanie was permitted to see 
her sister — an awful interview, and occur* 
ring at a most distoessii^ crisis. Thi8» how* 
ever, formed a part of the bitter cup which 
she "was doomed to drink, to atone for 
crimes and follies to which she had no ac- 
cession ; and at twelve o'clock noon, being 
&e time ' appointed for admission to the 
jail, she went to meet^ fi)r the first time for 
several months, her guilty, erring^and most 
mis^Bble feister^ in that abode of guik, er- 
ror, and utter misery. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Swieet nstar, let me live ; 

What sin you do tosave a brotber'g UCe, 

* Nature dispenses with the deed so for» 

Tfattt it beoomer a vinue. 

MeatureJbrJiediure* 

jBixdz Djsans was admitted into the jail 
by RatcHA^. This fellow, as void of ^ame 
iia of bounty, as he opened the now trebly 
secured door» ai^ed her^ with a leer which 
made her shudder, ** whether she remem* 
beredbimr 

A l>^.p™»anc«l «d ii,md ..No." 

was her answer* 

• • • 

** What 1 not remember moonfight^ and 

Mttschatfs Claini, and Rob and Rat?" said 

he, with the same sneer j— ** Tour memory 

needs redding up, mjr jo." 

If Jeanie's distresses had admitted of 

vot.n. I '- ' ' 



aggravation, it must have been to fine! her 
i^ister under the charge of such a profligate 
as this man. He was not> indeed, without 
Boqiething of good to balance so much that 
was evil in his character ^ a^d habits. In 
his misdemeanours he had never been blood- 
thirsty or cruel ; and in his present - occu^ 
pation, he had shown himself, in a pertain 
degree, accessible to touches of humanitjr* 
But these good qualities were unknown to 
J^apie, . whoy re^ieipbef^i^ the pcme, at 
JVtuscha^'s Cairfi» could ^s^ice find voice t0 
acquaint ^im, that she had an order ficom 
BaiUj^e. Midd^burgb,, permlttiag her tp ^e^ 

<^ I ken that fu^ weel, my bqapy :4o^ $ 
4Xiaiv by ^en, I havje^ a^^c^al pbffrgK to 
sky in the ward with you a' th^ ^199^ ^yp 

^^ ttiegkber.* V ; : . ./ - 

r . «^u3Vt^t.liii.«t©?"4is|ce4 Jqajiici with 
.^n imploring VQice^ 

<< Hout, ay, hianj," i^eplied the t^roi^ | 

' <<. apd v^iti^t t|^)^;waur will you 4ii|^ ypur 

titty be of Jim Ratpliffe hearing w)^/ ye 



haeto say to ilk other ?---i^DeM a word y€ll 
aay Ahat will gsLt Iwfk kea your kittle sex 
better than he kens them already; and 
another thing iS| that if <ye dinna speak q' 
breaking the. Tolbooth, de'il a word will I 
tell oweri either to do ye gude or iU."* < - 
« Thus aayingy Aatcli£fe marshalled her 
ibe way to the apartment where £ffie was 
confinedt 

^rSbl^mOi feUf and grief» had contended 
for. tnwtery ia the poor prisoner's bosom 
during the whole morning, while ahe had 
loekod '^rward to this meeting* ^ but when 
thv doof (^ned» aU gave way^to a confused 
and jfitrafige feeling ;that had a tinge of joy^ in 
it^ a9» l^owing herself an her sister's neck^i 
sheejftcfd^ted, ^> My dear Jeanie !«-«my de<ur 
j^aniel it's lang ainoe l hae seen ye*'' 
Je^t^ere^omed ^he etobrapp with an ear-i 
n^tnf&s. that' partoplp aloiost ^f xapture^ 
but^it. wa9)(H43F ^ flitting eqt^otion^ like a 
mjihb^fn 4iQqcpectedly penetrating be# 
titiixtcjthe-pl^^ds. of :a tempest, m^ lObscu^ 
f«d ^alotflfit M spon «s visible* ; The sisters 
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walked together to the side of the pallet 
bed» and sate down side by side» took faoW 
ofeach others hands» and looked each other 
in the face, but without speaking a word. 
In this posture they remained for a otiiautei 
while the gleam of joy gradua^y fkded' 
from their features, and gave way to the 
most intmse expression^ first of melanelH>-^ 
ly, and then of agony, till, throwing them"^ 
selves' again into each others arms, they, 
t6 use the language cf Scripture, lifted Op 
their voices and ^ept bitterly. 
' Even the hard-hearted turnkey, who ha4 
spent his life in scenes calculated to stifle 
both conscience and feeling, could not wit* 
ness this scene without a touch of humaii* 
sympathy. It was shown in a trifling ao^ 
tion, but whidi had more delicacy in it 
than seemed to belong to Ratclifie's cha-^ 
racter and station. The unglazed window 
of the miserable chamber was open, and' 
the beams of a bright sun .fell right upon 
the bed where the sufferers were seated* 
With a gentleness that had scmiediifig of 
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reverence in it, Ratclifife partly closed the 
shutter, and seemed thus to tibrow a. veil 
over a scene so sorrowful. 

^ Ye are ill, Effie," were the first words 
Jeanie could utter^ ^ ye are very ill/' 
. ** O what wad I gi'e to be ten times 
wliur, Jeanie,'' was the reply-^-^ what wad 
I gi*e to be cauld dead^afore the ten o'clock 
bell the morn ! And our father*-^but I amna 
hia bairn langer now«~0 I hae nae friend 
Idl in the warld !~0 that i were lying dead 
at jny mother's side, in Newbattle Kirk* 
yard P' 

<< Hout, lassie,'' satd Ratcliffe, willii^ to 
riiow Hhe interest wirich he absolutely felt, 
^ dinna be sae dooms down-hearted as a! 
that; there's mony a. tod hunted that's no 
killed. Advocate Langtale has brougl^t 
folk through waur snappers; than a' thiflf, 
and there^s no a cleverer agent than Nichel 
Novit e'er drew a bill of suspension. Hang* 
ed pt unhanged, they are weel aff has sic ati 
agents and counsel ; ane'ff sure o^ fair pls^,. 
Ye tt« a bonny lass too, an* je wad busk 
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Up your cockernonie a bit ; and a bonny 
lass will find favour m* judge and jury, 
when they would strap up a grewsome carlfe 
like me for the fifteenth: part of a flea's fiide 
and tallow, d— n them.'* 

To this homely strain <yf consolation the 
mourners returned no answer ; indeed they 
were so much lost in their own sorrows as 
to have become insensible of Ratcli£fe^s 
presence. ** O Eflfie,** said her elder sis- 
ter, *• how could you conceal your situa- 
tion from me ! O, woman, had I deserved 
this at your hand ? — had ye spoke but a'e 
ward — ^sorry we might haebeen, and shamed 
we might hae been, but this awfu* dispell- 
'{Ration had never come ower us.** 

" And what gude wad that hae dune ?*' 
answered the prisoner. ** Na, na, Jeanie, 
a* was ower when ance I forgot what I pro- 
mised when I faulded down the leaf of my 
Bible. See,** she said, producing the sacred 
volume, •* the book opens aye at the p}ac6 
o* itsell, O see, Jeanie, what a fearfu* scrip- 
ture!** 
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< Jeanih took her ^stei^9 Bibte^ and fbutid 
that the fatal mark was niiside at this impries^ 
sive text ia the' book of Job : *^ He hath 
stripped me of my- glory, atid taken Uie 
crown from my headv He hath destroyed 
me oh every side, and 1 am gone. And 
jQdiaehope liath he removed like a tree.^ 

<<' Ifiba that ower true a doctrine ?^ said 
the prisoner-^— •' Isna my crown, my honour 
removed ? 'And what am 1 but a poor wast<^ 
ed wan* thriven tree, diig lip^ by the roots, 
and flimg out to waste iii the highway,* thait' 
man and b^st may tread it under fbot ? I 
thought o' the bonny bit thorn that our ftii 
ther rootied out o'the yard last 'May, wWen 
it %ad a' the flush o' blossoms on it ; and 
then it lay in the court till the beasts had 
trod them a* pieces wi' their feet. I 
little thought, when I was wae for the bilf 
silly green bbsh audits flowers, that ! Was 
to gang the same gate mysel.** 

*« O, if ye had spoken a word,*' againf 
sobb)Bd Jeanie,— •* if I were free to' swear 
that ye had said but ae word of how it 
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stude wi* ye, tkey ootiidBa hae tonched 
your life this day." 

" Could they na ?" said Bffie, with aome- 
thing like awakiened: interest— ^or li^ 15 
dear even to those who feel it as a bar, 
then—** Wha tauld'ye that, Jeanie?" 

•* It was ane that kenned what he w^ 
saying: weel ancugb," replied Jftanie, who 
had a natural reluctance at nientioBing 
even the name of her sbter^ seducer.. 
, « -^yha was it ?— 1 conjure ye to tell me,". 
said Effie, seating herself upright.— «« ^^a 
could tak tMerest m sic a cast^bye as- 1 at^ 
now ?-^Wa6 it—was it him. f 

*f Hout," said Ratcliffe^ ** what signifies 
keeping the poor lassie in a smther ? — Vs6 
uphaud it's been Robertson thtit learned ye 
that doctrine wheaye saw him at Muschat'a 
Gairn." 

•* Was it him .>" said Effie, catching eage*. 
ly at his wotds— •« was it him, Jeanie, in. 
deed ?— 0, 1, see it was him-- poor lad, and 
I was thinking his heart was as hard as die 
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fie&er miUstoner-and him in tic danger on 
Im ain part— poor George !*V 

Soiqewbat indignant at.tbisi burst of ten- 
4^:feeliiig^ towards the autbar of Her mi- 
sery, Jeanie could not help exclaimingi^~ 
<< O, EffiCy how pan ye speiik that gate of 
sic a man as thait ?" 

^\ We maun fiHTgi'e our equsmies, ye ken^"' 

said poox Effie. with a timid Ipok and a sub- 

dued voice, for her ,c5>iisciei»ce told her 

what a diflierent cbaraiCtei: the feelings with 

.whii^.she still regarded h^r, seducer bore, 

compared with th^ Christian qharity under 

which she attempted to y^il it.. . 

. . v;And ye hae suffered a' this for ihim, 

and ye can think of loving him stiU?'', sai4 

ilner ; sjbster^ in a voice betwij^t pity and 

;WjUQe« 

. *« Love him ?'' answered Effie — ** If I had 

. na loved as womati seldom loves^ I hadna 

:been witikin these wa'a this day ; and trow 

yei| that love sic as mine is lightly foi^ot- 

tjtni-r-Na, na-rrye m»y,hew down the tree, 

12 
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bat ye catntia change its beiid^--*And 0» 
Jeanie, if ye wad do good to me at this 
Itaoinetity tell me every word that he said, 
and whether he was sorry for poor Effie or 
no:' 

^ What needs I tdl ye ony thing( abbtlt 
it,** said Jeanie. ^< Ye m^y be sure he bad 
'o#er mui^kle to do to ,save himseU, to speak 
lang or muckle about ony body beside.'* 

** That's no true, Jeanie, though a satint 
had said it^** replied 'EMe, with a «parkte 
of her former lively and irritable tempet. 
^< But ye dinna ken, though I do, how fxc 
he pat his life in venture to save mine/' 
And looking at tlatcMflb, she checked her- 
self and was silent. 

«* I ftney,'* said Ratcliffe, with one of 
his familiar sneers, *^ the lassie thinki^ that 
naebody has een but herseil-^Didna I see 
when Gentle Geordie was seeking to get 
other fblk out of the Tolbootb ifbrbye Jodk 
Porteous ? but ye are of uiy miftd, hii^y^^ 
better sit and rue, than flit- and hte^Ye 

V I 8 
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media look in xay fine sae kmued* Llffan* 
suuR thills than tbaffermaybe*'' '; / . . > ; t 
< ^< O my God! nty God I'? said EOe^I 
i^iJQgingi up and throwing herself dawa oA? 
her knees before himr--^< D'ye bsn whaare: 
tikey hae {mtten my \mmh*^Omy bairnl my 
bairn i the poor aacktess imiocent new> bomi 
vee ane-^boae of my boito^ and Besk of my ' 
flesh !-^0, man» if:ye wad e'er deserve a 
poctioa in Heaven, or a brdceb-heaited 
qifatinne^s blefishig upon earth, tell me* 
whare they bae put my baimp-^the sign of 
my shamie, and the. partner of my su£Sbdog: { s 
tell me wha. has ta!en'i away, or w^ they ; 
hae dune wi*t !'* 

. ;^*. Hout tout,'' said the tnrnkey, endt»* 
vooring; to extricate himself ^rom the firm * 
grasp with which she : held bim^ <^ thatfsf : 
taking me at my word wi' a . vt^itness*«^ ' 
Bairn, :qiio' she i How,th6 de'il suld.I kekli 
ony . thing of your bairn> hp^y ' i Ye D&aaa - 
ask that at auld Meg Murdocktota; if ye > 
dinnaiken ower n)uakle about jitybu^selV' 
1 As his '.answer destroyed the :ifr3d rand . 
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vi^e hope wludi had auddeidy 
upon her» thevniiappy prisoner lei ga hes 
bold of las OMty aod fdl with her &)ce cm 
the peremeiit of tte enactment in a. stntog 
coavulstoii fit.. 

Jeanie Deans possessed, vitir.her eauselk 
lently clear underaUndiiig, the cmiicoimp 
taut advantage of promptitude of isfmity' 
even in the extremity of distress. 

She did not suflfer herself to be overoooae; 
by her own feelings of exqoidte sorrow^ 
but Instantly applied herself to her sistei's 
relief, with the readiest remedies which cir« 
cumstances a^Ebrded j and which, to do 
Ratcliffe justice, he shewed himself anxious 
to suggest, and alert in procuring. He had 
even the delicacy to withdraw to the far*, 
thest corner of the room, so as to render 
his oflkial attendance upon them as litde «' 
intrusive as possible, when Effie was com<r 
posed enough again to resume her ooafer* * 
ence with her sister. 

The priscmer once more^ in the moat enr-^^ 
nest and broken tones, conjured Jeanie to 



tell her Aer partiedaiNi of the co B fc iW we 
wilii RobiertsQii, and Jeanie UAtit pmi k»- 
pomble t0 refuse her Am gialificatfmi.^ 

<< Da ye mmi^ die said^ ^* Eflie, whet> y% 
were in the ieirer before we left Weodeiid, 
andhDW angry your mother, that's now in 
a better place, waa at me for gi^eing ye mlHt 
and: water to drinks because ye gfat for it ? 
Ye ^mre a baun then, and ye are a wo^ 
man now» and should ken better than ask 
what canna but hurt ye^-Bot come weal 
or woe, I canna refuse yeony thing that 
ye ask me wi^ die tear in your ee." 

jA^ain Effie threw herself into her armsj 
and kissed her cheek and forehead, mlir* 
muring^ ^ O, if ye kenn'd how lang it is 
sinceiheaird his name mentionedyif ye but 
kenn'd how muckle good it does me but to 
ken ony thing o^ him, that's like goodness 
or kindness, ye wadna wonder that I widi 
to hear o! him." 

Jeanie sighed, iand commenced h& n«r^ 
rative of all that had passed bet«?ixt Ro- 
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Imrtton . and her» making it at tihe fii^t al 
hfAi^f jpa posa^lc^ Effie listened in hreatiif 
less, anxtetyi. holding?' her sister^ hand iq 
htt»^ and. keeping her eyt^ ised upda her 
fkoet as it* devoari^g em*y word she -utieii^ 
ed. The ioteijecttons of-^^ Poor fellow,.*'-^ 
5^ (mor -George,'' wbidi escaped in wimpers; 
^nd betwixt sighsi were the only sminds 
with.which she interraptedrthe story, Wbeia 
it was finished she msKle a lonfr^pause. 

♦' Aod this was his advieei ?*^ were the 
fy^i words rfie uttered. : 

« 

^ Just stci as } hae telPd ye^V replied her 
^ster* . 

f'. Afid he .uranted you to *say something* 
toyon-fii&S). that wad 4ave my young life B^^ 

^< lie watited^'' ansveml Jeanki ^ that 
I suld be mansworn/' 

. <« And youl tauld him/'^ said Effle, *« >that 
ye waidna hear o' coming between ihe and 
the death that I am to die^ and me iio 
augb teen year auld yet ?*' 
. **^ I told hinl," repliml Jeainei.wbo now 
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trembled at the tiif n ^whictr hei afatti^s .le* 
Sections seemed about to take, *^ tliat I 
dared iia swear to an ontnitb.'* 

*^ And what d'ye c^' an untruth ?? said 
Sffie, again shewing a touch of her former 
gpirit— << Ye are muckle to blami^ lass, if 
ye tkxnk a mother would/ or could, murder 
her ain bairn-^Mufder ?-— I wad bae kid 
down my life just to see a blink o' iti e'e*'' 

•* I dd believe/^ siiid Jeanie, ^* that yfe 
are as innocent of sic a purpose, as the 
«ew-bom babe itselV* ! 

<<. I am glad ye do me that justice,?^ 
said Ef&e, haughtily } << it's whiles the faait 
of very good folk like you, Jeanie, that they 
think a' the r6st of the warld are as bad Bf 
tbe warsi temptatioios can make tbeoi."* 

<« I dinna deserve this frae ye, Effie,? 
said her sister, sobbmg,' and feeling at once 
ifae injustice of the reproach^ and compas- 
sion for tbe state of mind which- dictated 
«t> « ' • ^ ■■ ' . • I • 

' 'ti Mayb^ Dto^sister," siid Effle« *f But>ye 
are angry 'bQcaase I ^ve.Rbberisoft— .How 
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can I hdp loving hioi^ that loves me batter, 
than body and soul baith ?-^Hei)e he.pot his 
life in anifTer^.to break, the.firismi to let 
Me out % and sure am \y had.it atoodnvi' him 
as it stands wi' you''-* here she paused and 
was silent. . 

*^ O, if it stttde .wi^ me to save y« wi' 
risk oimy life i'' said Jeanie* ; 
"• << Ay» lass/' said her sister, ^thafs light- 
ly said, butnosae lightly credited^fraeane 
that winna ware a word for me ; JEtnd if it 
be a wrang word, ye'U bae time aneutgh to 
repent oV* ^ . • 

<< But that word is a grievous siti, and its 
a deeper offence when its a sin wilfully and 
presumptuously committed." 

"Weel, wed, Jeanie,'' said Effie^ *^I 
mind a*^ about the. sins x>' presumption in 
the questions-**we'll ^eak nae: maur abool; 
this naatter^ and ye may save your breath 
to say your. canitch; and for me, Til soon 
hae nae breath to waste on ony body.'' 

<< I must needs say,'' interpose^ Rat- 
cliffe, << that it's d-~d hard,, thai when 
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three w<M^s of your mouth would give the 
girl the chance to nick Moll Blood/ that 
you mak sudi scrupling about rapping t to 
them. B--B me, if they would take me; if 
I would not rap to all Whatd^yecallum's 
&bbs for her life — I am used to*t, b—t 
met for less matters. Why^ I have smacked 
calfskin t fifty times in England for a keg 
ofbraijdy." 

^ Never speak mair o%'* said the prison- 
er. <* It's just as weel as it is-^and gnde 
day, sister; ye keep Mr Ratcliflfe waiting 
on— Ye'il come back and see me I reckon^ 

before** here she stopped, and became 

deadly pale. 

<< And are we to part in this way," said 
Jeanie, «• and you in sic deadly peril ? O, 
Effie, look but up, and say what ye wad hae 
me do, and I could find in my heart amaist 
to say that 1 wad do*t.** 

^ No, Jeanie," replied her sister, after an 

* tbe GaUows. t Swearing. % Kissed the book. 
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effort, ^ t am better minded now. At tiiy 
best, I was iiever half sae gude as ye wercr 
and what for strfd you begin to mak your* 
sell waar to save me» now that I am na 
worth saving? God knows, that, in my 
sober mind, I wadna wuss ony living crea- 
ture to do a wrang thing to save my life: 
I might have fled frae this tolbooth ori 
that awfu* night wi^ ane wad hae carried 
me through the warld, and friended ine, 
$tnd fended for me* But I said to them, 
let life gang when gude fame is gahe- be- 
fore it But this lang imprisonment has 
broken my spirit, and I am whiles sair left 
^to mysell, and then I wad gi-e the Indian 
mines of gold and diaihoiids, just for life 
and breathf^— for I think, Jeaniei I have 
such roving fits as I used to hae in the fe- 
ver ; but instead of the fiery een, and 
wolves, and Widow Butler's bull-segg, that 
I used to see spieling up on my bed, I am 
thinking now about' a highr black gibbet, 
and me standing up, and such seas of &ces 
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all looking up at pool* Effie' Dbatis/^nd 
asking if it be her thiat George 'Rdbertsoii 
used to call the Lily of St Leonatrd'S-i-Attti 
then they stretch out thciir' faces, and make 
mouths, and gifn at me, and which ever 
way 1 look, I see a face laughing like Me^ 
Murdockson, when she tauld me I bail 
seen the last of my wean. Gbd presferve 
us, Jeanie, that carlinis has a fbarsonib 
'face.** She dapped her hands before hA: 
eyes ai^ she uttered thii exclamation, a^ if 
to Secure' herself against seeing the featrfUI 
object she had alluded tb. . i 

* JfeanieDeaiis remained ^ith her sistei* 
for two hours, during Which she endek- 
youred, if possible, to extract something 
from her that might be serviceable ii!i her 
exculpation. But she had nothing to say 
beyond what she had declared on her first 
eisamiination, with the purport of which the 
reader will .be made acquainted in proper 
time and place, ** They wadna ' believfe 
heV she said, «* andshe had ilaething 
taair to tell them/* ' 
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At length Ra^cliffe» tbopgh reluctrntlf, 
. informed the sister^ that there was a neoes- 
aity that thqr shpuki pait. •^J^r. Novitj'* 
,he said» M was to ^ see the prisoner^, and 
maybe Mr Langtale too* — loangtale. likes 
to lopk at a bonoy }ass» whe^er in pdscm 
or out q' prison***. , . - : 

Reluctantly, theref€ire> and slowl^i after 
many a te^» and .many an efl^brace, Jesaiie 
retired from the apartment, and heard ita 
jarring bolts turned upon the. dear being 
from whom she w^s separated. SomewlHUt 
familiarized now. even with her; rude ^por 
ductor> she offered him a smaU present in 
iqoniisy, with a request he would do what 
he could for her sister's accommodatiotn. 
To her surprise hp dej(?liA!?d the fee* J^jI 
wasna bloody, when I was on thj^^pad,** he 
said, *• and I winna he greedy— that is, he- 
yond what's right and rea^;)able,r*noft thai^ 
I am in the lock. — Keep the siller i and for 
civility, your sister saU hae sic as I can be* 
stow i but I hope you'll think better on it, 
and rap an oath for her— de'il a hair ill 
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Qittt is in it, if ye are rapping again the 
crown. I kennM a worthy minister, as 
glide a man, bating the deed they deposed 
him for, as ever ye heard daver in a pulpit, 
that rapped to a hogshead of pigtail tobac- 
co^ jost for as muckle as'filled his spleuchan. 
But maybe ye are keeping your ain coun« 
cil^^weel, weel, there^s nae hann in that—- 
As for your sister, Tse see that she gets 
her meat clean and warm, and Pll try to 
gar her lie down and take a sleep after din« 
ner, lbrde*il a eii^hhe'll dose the night—t 
hae giiie experience of these matters^ ^ The 
fittt night is aye the warst &t. I hae never 
hieaiti o* ane that sleepit* the night afore 
trial, but of mony a ane that sleepit as 
sound as a tap the n^ht before their necks 
werie straughted. And ifs nae wonder«-> 
the warSt may be tholed mrhen it's kenn'd 
—Better a finger aff as aye waggmg." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

YMdMugh ^ilbou oia/st b^ 4rag|^ ift BcM 

Civ j|y|UtlV^|p|OI|]pilQ|l8 M^QRiv . 

T^u Bh^% W9t ^aqjt qne^ faithful friend . , . 
Tq sjifur^ the crael fates'^ decree. 

' " • ' JtafMT Dawsoit. 
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\AjnsEk^p<»dmg:tl\^ gfMtor ipvt of tbe 
mtfftiiag in 1h» deivQtioi^ fpr his braevo^ 
I^njt nejghboun, bwi jcim^ly ip9t8ted vpM 

DaWd Deaoft ^teffid ,;tHe ap^rtgient^ wtien 
tbfe hfeitkfiist meal wits: prf|>aM.; His:^i96f 
weoe iavolwtarily imili dQWOt f«r he w^ 
aiflraid to look $t j€»o»j% ^unf^ertali^i a^ he 
was v9\x^thfr sbe'jinifi^t.fQc^ h«n}elf at lil^«, 
ty» with a good conscience^ to attend the 
Court of Justiciary 'that day, to give the evi- 
dence which he understood tbatshe possess^^ 
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ejif in order to. her sister's exculpatioi^. ^t 
length, atter a tniQUte of apprehensive ][ifs-^ 
sitatioOt he lookpd at her dress to discover 
whether it seemed to be in her contemp]^ 
tion to go abroad that mprning* Her ap^ 
parel was neat and plain, but such as co,n« 
veyed no ^xact intimatioD of her intentions 
to. gq abroad* She h»d e^chang^ h^ 
\isual garb for ipprmng labour, f9r one* 
something inferior to that with which, ai( 
h^ b^dt^ she wa^ wont .to dre^s h^selCfbr 
churchy oi; dpy vxof^ ra^e lOipcasion of gof ifg 
iQto s^cifty^. Her sense taught her^ thf^; ii 
was' respectful to be decent, in be|:. apparel 
91^ ^uch ^u QCQasiont w^ile her feelings in- 
^Ui^e^lier to l%y ajs^l^ tihe us/? of the^^ryr 
^e^wrand simpljs personal ornaments, whiqb^ 
0J9 pther occasions^ she permitted b^r^^f 
to wear* .So t^at there opcqrf^sd notl}ii« 
iQr,)i^r/.eXjt^rnal. appearance whiqjbi could 
mark.Qut to l)er. ff^th^r^ with any thing likQ 
^erfainty^ her iptentiopa Qi} ^his 9cpftsioi)f; . 
I Th|B. f^ps^tipns for their, hufn^le meal 
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were that morning made in vain. The fa- 
ther and daughter sate, each assuming the 
appearance of eating, when this other's eyes 
trere turned to them, and desisting from the 
effort with disgust, when the affisctionate 
imposture seemed no longer necessary. 
' • At length these moments of constraint 
were removed.- The sound of St OUeii* 
'heavy toll announced the hour previous to 
the' commencement of the trial} Jeanie 
arose, and, with a degree of composure for 
which she herself cotdd not account, as- 
sumed her plaid, and made her oHier pre* 
parations for a distant walkhig. It was ft 
strange contrast between the firmness of 
her demeanour, and the vacflUtiott itid 
cruel uncertainty of purpose indicated in 
all her father^s motions) and one unae*' 
quainted with both could scarcely have 
supposed that the former was, in her ordi* 
nary habits of life, a docile, quiet, gentle, 
and even timid country-maiden, while her 
father, with a mind naturally proud and 
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^oogj and supported by religious opi- 
^liotiSy of. a stem, stoical, and unyielding 
character, had in his time undergone and 
withstood the most severe hardships, and 
the most imminent peril, without depres- 
sion • of spirit^ or subjugation of his con- 
stancy. The secret of this difference was, 
that Jeanie's mind had already anticipated 
the line of oonduct which she must adopt, 
with all its natural and necessary conse- 
quences ; , while her father, ignorant of 
^very other circumstance, tormented him- 
telf with imagining what the one sister 
might say or swear^ *or what efiect her tcs- 
timony m^htfeave upon the awful event of 
the triai * 

r He watched his daughter^ with a faulter- 
ing and indecisive look, until she looked 
IsAck upon him, with a look of unatterable 
unguis)) j as she was about to leave th6 
apartment 

• «^ My dear lassie,'' said h^, '-** I will'*-^ 

» » » 

His action, hastily and confiisedly search- 
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ing for his worked: mittans jAnd staff, shew- 
ed his purpose of accompanjriog her, 
though his tongue failed distinctly to an- 
nounce it. 

« Father," said Jeanie, replying rather 
to bis action than his wo^ds, ^ ye had betr 
ter not.'* 

" In th? strength of my God," answer- 
ed Deansy assuming firmness, ** I will go 
forth." 

And, taking his daughter'^ arm under 
his, he began to walk from the door with a 
step so hasty, that she was almost unable 
to ^keep up with Jiim. A trifiing circum- 
st^^e, but whiQh marked the perturbed s^t9 
of bis mind, checked his course,-:^* • You? 
boimet, father?" said Jeanie, who observed 
he had come out with bis grey hairs ttn^ 
covered. He turned back with somethkig 
like a bliish on hisxheek, as if ashamed t9 
have been detected in an omission whicb 
indicated so much mental confusiot), as* 
snmed his large blue Scottish bonnet, aa4 
with a step slower, but more composed^ as 
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if the circumstance had obliged him to 
summon up his resolution, and collect hi) 
scattered ideas, again placed his daughter's 
arm under his, and resumed the way to 
Edinburgh. 

The courts of justice were then, and are 
still heldt in what is called the Parliament* 
ClosCt or, according to modern phrase, the 
Parliament: Square, and occupied the build* 
ings intended for the accommodation of the 
Scottish Estates. This edifice, though in an 
imperfect and corrupted style of architec- 
ture, had then agrave, decent, and, as it were, 
a judicial aspect, which was at least entitled 
to respect from itsantiquity. For which vene* 
rable front, I observed, on my last occasion^ 
al visit to the metropolis, that modern taste 
had substituted>^ at great apparent expence^ 
f^ pUe so utterly inconsistent with every mo- 
niiment of antiquity around, and in itself 
so clumsy at the same time and fantastic, 
that it may bte likened to the decorations, of 
Tom Errand the porter, in the Trip to the 
Jubilee^ when he appears bedizened with 
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the tawdry fiiiery of Beau Clincher. Sed 
transeat mm cceteris trfiHibua. 

The small quadrangle, or Close, if we 
tnay prei^ume still to give it that appro* 
priate, though antiquated titles which at 
Litchfiekl, Salisbary, and elsewhere, is pro- 
perly applied to designate the enclosure 
adjacent to a cathedral, already evinced 
tokens of th^ fatal scene which was that 
day to be acted. The soldiers of the City- 
Guard were on their posts, now enduring, and 
^QVf rudely repelling with the butts of their 
musquets, the motley ct^^ who thrust each 
other forward, to catch a glance at tlie 
unfortunate object qf trial, as she should 
pass from the adjacent prison to the Couit 
ia which her fate was tx) be determined. 
AH must hare pccasionaily observed with 
disgust, the apathy with which the vulgar 
gaze on scenes of this xiat^re, and howset- 
dom, unless when their sympatliies are call- 
ed forth by some striking and extraordtna« 
ry circvnistance^ they evince any interest 
deeper than that of. callous, unihiuking 
bustle, and brutal curiosity. They laugh. 
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jest, quarrel, and push each other to ao^ 
fro, with the same unfeeling indifl^reace as 
if they were assembled for some holid^ 
sport, or to see an idle procession. Oc-. 
casionally, however, tliis demeanour, so na- 
tural to the degraded populace of a large 
town, is exchanged for a temporary touch 
of human afTections ; aiid so it chanced op 
the present occasion. 

When Deans and his daughter presents 
ed themselves in the Close, and endeavouif* 
ed to make their way forward to the door 
of the Court-house, they beotme invol- 
ved in the mob, and subject, of course^ to 
their insolence. As Deans repelled with 
some force the rude pushes which he re- 
ceived on all sides, his figure and antiqua^ 
ted dress caught the attention of the rab* 
ble, who often shew an intuitive sharp- 
ness in ascribing the proper character from 
external appearance.-^ 

'^ Ye're welcome, whigs, ^ 

Frae Bothweli briggs/* 

sung one fellow, (for the ipob of Edin. 
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burgh were at that time jacobitically dis- 
posed, probably because that was the line 
of sentiment most dian^etrically opposite to 
existing authority.) 

•* Mess David Williamson^ 
Chosen of twentjy 
Ran up the pu'pit stair^ 
And sang Killi^crankie»" 

* 

chaunted a syren, whose profession might 
be guessed by her appearance* A tattered 
cadie^ or errand porter, whom David Deans 
had jostled in his attempt to extricate him- 
self from the vicinity of these scorners, ex- 
claimed in a strong north-country tone, 
" Ta de*il ding out her Cameronian een-^ 
what gi'es her titles to dunch gentlemaiis 
about ?" 

•* Make room for the ruling elder/* said 
yet another; '^ he comes to see a precious 
sister glorify God in the Grass-market*' 

" Whisht i shame's in ye, sirs/* said the 
voice of a man very loudly, which, as quick- 
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ly sinking, said in a low but distinct tone, 
« It's her falher and sister/* 

All fell back to make way for the suffer- 
ers ; and all, even the very rudest and most 
profligate, were struck with shame and si- 
lence. In the space thus abandoned to 
them by the mob, Deans stood, holding his 
daughter by the hand, and said to her, with 
A countenance strongly and sternly expres- 
sive of his internal emOtidn, ^ Ye hear with 
yttur ears, and ye see with your eyes, where 
and to whom the back-slidings and defec- 
Ijons of professors are ascribed by the scof- 
fers; .Not to themselves alone, but to the 
kirk of which they are members, and" to its 
blessed and invisible Head. Then, weel 
may we take wi' patience our share and 
portion of this out-spreading reproach." 

The man who had spoken, no other than 
oiir old friend Dumbiedikes, whose mouth, 
like that of the prophet's ass, had been 
opened by the emergency of the case, now 
joined them, and» with his usual taciturni- 
ty, escorted them, into the Courthouse. 
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No opposition was offef ed to their entrance^ 
cither by the gtiards or doox*keepers y and 
it is evert said, that one of the latter refu- 
sed a shilling of civility-money, tenderecl 
him by the Laird of Dumbiedikes, l^bn 
^ as : of opinion that ^ siller wad mak Sk*. 
easy." But this last incident wants confirm 
Watiom ' 

Adn)itted within the precincts of the, 
Court-house^ they found the usual number; 
of busy office-bearers^ and idle loiterers^ 
who attend on these scenes by choiQCji ot 
from duty. Burghers gaped and stared;, 
young lawyers sauntered, sneered, and. 
laughed, as in the pit of the theatre ; whilet 
others apart sat on a bench retired^ and 
reasoned highly on the doctrines of cqii«^ 
structive cfime^ and the true import of the 
statute. The bench ww prepared for the 
arrival of the judges : The juror& Mrere in. 
sittendance. The croyi^n-counsel, employed 
in looking over their brieA an4 9otea of 
evidence, looked grave, and whispered with 
each other* They occupied one side of « 
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hatgt table placed beileath.the bencli } op 
tlie other, sat the advocates, whom the hu^ 
msadty of the Scottish law (in this particu^ 
Ifur much more liberal than that of her sis* 
ter country), not only permits, but enjoins, 
to 4tppear and assist with their advice and 
skill all persons under trial. Mr Nichel 
Novit was seen actively instructing the 
eoiijnrsel for the pannel, (so the prisoner is 
Galled in Scottish lawnphraseology,) busy^; 
bustlings and important. When they en* 
tered the Court-room, Deans asked the 
Lfiird^in a tremulous whisper, *' Where will 
jA^sit?*' 

Dutnbiedikeswhispered Novit, who point- 
ed to a vacant space at tlie bar, fronting 
the judges, and was about to conduct 
Pean3 towards it. 

*^No !*^ he said ; ^* I caouot sit by her— 
I cannot own. Itef — not as yet atji^ast-^l 
will keep out of her sight, and) tiira mine' 
own eyes el^where— bctlcr for us liaith.^* - 

Saddletree, whose repeated interference 

K 2 - / 
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with thfe coimserbad procured trin/onew 
two rebuffi, avtd a special request that he 
would concern himself with his own mat- 
tersr now saw with pleasure an opportitoity 
of playing the person of importance. He 
bustled up to the poor old man, and pn>« 
ceeded to :exhibii his consequence, by se^ 
curing, through his interest with the bar* 
keepers and macers, a seat for Deans, in a 
situation where he was bidden from the ge- 
neral eye by the prcgectpg corner of the 
bedch. 

'^ It's gttde.to have a friend at court,!' 
he said, continuing his heartless haranguea 
to. the passive auditor, who neither beard 
nor replied to them ; , <f few folk but mysel 
could hae sorted ye out a seat like this— 
the Lords will be here incontinent, and 
proceed instanter to trial They wunna 
fence the court as they do at the Circuit— 
The High Court of Justiciary iis aye fenced. 
-—But Lord^s sake, what's this o't ? — Jeanie, 
ye are a cited witness— Macer, this lass U a 
wi tness — she maun be inclosed— she maun 
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#n naeaecount be at large.~-Mr Novit^ 
suldna Jeanie Deans be inclosed ?" 

Novit answered in the affirmati ve^ and of« 
feced to conduct Jeanie to the apartment, 
Habere, according to tho scrupulous practice 
of the Scottish Court, the witnesses remain, 
in readiness to be called into court to give 
evidence '; and separated, at the same time, 
fiom all who might influence their testi- 
mony,'or give them information concernii^ 
that which was passing upon the trial. 

^< Is tbis necessary ?' said Jeanie, still re« 
lij^taht to quit her father's hand* 

*^ A matter of absolute needcessity," said 
Saddletree ; ** wha ever heard of witnesses 
nsy being indosed ?* 

i M It is really a matter of necessity," said 
the younger counsellor, retained for her 
sister ; and Jeanie reluctantly followed the 
auioer of the court to the place appointed. 
r:*^ This> Mr Deans," said Saddletree, ^* is 
ca'd. sequestering a witness; but it's clean 
different (wiiilk: maybe ye wadna fund out 
0' }t)ursel), frae sequestering ane's estate or 
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effects. I hae aften beed sequestered liaji 
>vitnesS| fi>r the Sheriff is ia ^ use whiles 
to cry me in to witBess the declarations aft 
precognitions, and so is Mr Shai^Uaw^r 
but I was ne'er lil^e ta be sequestered o^ 
land and gudes but ance» and that was lanf^ 
syne, afore I was mmried. But wfaii^bt^ 
whisht 1 here's the Court coming/' 

As he spoke^ the five Lordsvof JustixMtyi. 
in thek Ipng robes of scarlet^ faced with 
whitQ, and preceded by their mace-bearer; 
entered with their usual formalities, and 
took their places upon the bench of jodg^ 
ment. 

The audirace rose to receive them ; and 
the bustle occasioned by tiieir qatranee was 
hardly ccrapoaedi when a ^eat noiae and 
confusion of persons struggting^tand forcibly 
endoavourjug to enter at the doors of the 
Court room and of the galleries^ announced 
that the prisoner was about to be placed* at 
the bar. Tbi^ ^umuh; takes place when the 
doorSf at first only evened :to those either 
having right to be present, or to the better 
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and more ^uaUfied ranks, are at length laid 
eipen toall whose curiosity induces them to 
be present on the occasion. With inflamed 
coiititenaiices and dishevelled dresses, strug- 
gling with, and sometimes tumbling over 
each other, in rushed the rude multitude, 
while a few soldiers, formings as it were, 
the centre of the tide, could scarce, with 
ali their effi>rts>; clear a passage for the pri- 
soner to the place which she was io occupy. 
B^ the authority of the Court, and the ex- 
ertions of its officers^ the tumult among the 
spectators was at length appeased, and the 
unhappy girl brought forward^ and placed 
betwixt two ceotinels with drawn bayoAets^' 
as a pris<H)er at th6 bar, xl^here she was to, 
abides her deliverance for good or evil^ ac- 
cordiaag to the issue of her trial. 
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CHAPTER X. 

We have strict statutes, and most biting laws— 
The needful bits, and curbs for headstrong steeds— 
Whicb» for these fourteen years, we have let sleep. 
Like ta au o'ei^giown lion in a cave. 
That goes not out to prey. 

Measure Jbr Meamre, 

<< EuFHEMiA Deans/' said the presidii^ 
Judge, in an accent in w^ch pity was 
blooded with dignity, ** stand up, and lia* 
ten to the criminal indictment xiolw to^ be 
preferred against you/' 

Tlie unhappy girl, wha had been stupifiU 
ed by the confusion through which th^ 
guards had forced a passage, cast^a bewiU 
dered look on the multitude of faces around 
her, which seemed to tapestry, as it were, 
the walls, in one broad slope frOm the ceiL 
ing to the floor, with human countenances, 
and instinctively obeyed a command, which 
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rung in ber ears like the trumpet of the 
judgment- day. 

. « Put back your hair, EflSe,'' said one of 
the macers. For her beautiful and abun* 
dant tresses of long fak hair, which, ac« 
cording to the costume of the country, un- 
married women were not allowed to cover 
with any sort of cap, and which, alas ! £& 
fie dared no longer confine with the snood 
or ribband, which implied purity of maiden* 
fame, now hung unbound and dishevelled 
ever her face, and almost concealed her fea* 
tiires. On receiving this bint from the at- 
tendant^ the unfortunate young woman, 
with a hasty, trembling, and apparently me^ 
chanical compliance, shaded back from her 
face her luxuriant locks, and showed to the 
whole court, excepting one individual, a 
countenance, which, though pale and ema* 
ciated, was so lovely amid its agony, that it 
called forth an universal murmur of com- 
passion and sympathy. Apparently the ex- 
pressive sound of human feeling recalled 
the poor girl from the stupor of fear, which 
predominated at first over every other sen* 
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8aitioD» and awakened her to the no less 
painful sense of shame and exposure at* 
tached to her present situation. Her eye, 
ivhich bad at first glanced %vildly around^ 
was turned on the ground ; her cheek, at 
first so deadly pale, began gradually to be 
overspread \vith a faint blush, which in* 
creased so fast, that, when in agony of 
shame she strove to conceal her face, her 
temples, her brow, her neck, arid all that 
her slender fingers and small palma could 
not cover, became of tiie deepest crimson. 

AU marked and were moved by these 
changes, excepting (me. It was old Deans, 
who, motionless in his seat, and concealed^ 
as we have said, by the comer of the bench> 
from seeing 6r being seen, did nevertheless 
keep his eyes firmly fixed on the ground, as 
if determined that, by no possibility whatso- 
ever, would he be an ocul^ witness of the 
shame of his house» 

*' Ichabod !" he said to himself^**' Icha^ 
bod t my glory is departed." 

While these reflections were passing 
through his niind^ the indictment, which 
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set forth in technical form the'ttiode of 
which the pannel «tood accjj)sed, wa^ reitdr 
as usual, aiid tbe^pri^ner wa9 ask^d if she: 
was Guilty, or Npt Guilty* 

•* Not guilty of my poor bairu^s death,", 
said EiBe Deans; in an accent correspond*; 
ipg in plaintive softness of tone to the. 
beauty of her features, and which was not 
heard by the audience without emotion. 

The Court neiit directed the counsel to 
plead to the relevancy; that is, to state 
00 either, part the ai^gumeats in point 
of law, and evidence in point of fact, 
against and in favour of the crinainal ; after 
which it is the form of the Court to pro- 
nounce a preliminary judgment, sending 
the cause to the cc^nizance of the jury or 
assise* 

The counsel for the crown briefly stated 
the frequency of the crime of infiinticideji 
which had given rise to the special statute 
under which the pannel stood indicted. 
He mentioned the various instances, many 
of them marked with circumstances of* atro- 
pity, which had at length induced the 
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KingV Advocate, though with great relue=- 
taace, to make the experimenl:, whether 
by strictly eDforcing the Act of Parliament 
which had been made to prevent such 
enormities, their occurrence might be pre- 
vented. «* He expected,** he said, ** to be' 
able to establish by witnesses, as well as by 
the declaration of the pannel herself, that 
she was in the state described by the sta- 
tute. According to his information, tiie 
pannel had communicated her pregnancy to • 
no one, nor did she allege in her own de- 
claratioi^ that she had done so. This se- 
crecy was the first requisite in support of 
the indictment. The same declaration ad- 
mitted, that she had borne a male child^ in 
circumstances which gave but too much 
reason to believe it had died by the hands,. 
Of at least with the knowledge or consent,.of 
the unhappy mother. It was not, however, 
necessary for him to bring positive proof 
that the pannel was accessory to the muiu 
tber, nay, nor even ta,prove that the child 
was murthered at alL It was sufficient to 
support the indictment^ that it could not 
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be found. According to the dtern, but ne- 
cessary severity of this statute, she who 
should conceal her pregnancy, who should 
omit to call that assistance which is most 
necessary on such occasions, MPas held al- 
ready to have meditated the death of her 
offspring, as an event most likely to be the 
consequence of her eulpable and cruel con- 
cealment. And if, under such circum 
stances, she could not alternatively shew by 
proof that the ihftnt had di€d a natural 
death, or produce it still in life, she must, 
under the construction of the law, be held 

* 

tQ have murthered it, and suffer death ac- 
cordingly." 

The counsel for the prisoner, a man of 
eonsiderable £ime in his profession, ^d not 
pretend directly to combat the arguments 
of the Kings's Advocate. ^* It was enough 
for their Lordships," he observed, *' to 
know, that such was the law, and he ad- 
mitted the Advocate had a right to ball 
for the usual interlocutor of relevancy.** 
But he stated, << that when he came to 
establisli his case by proof, he trusted 
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to maker OQt circumstances vhich w6uld 
^tisfactorily elide tlie charge in the It- 
bfl. His clienCs story was a shorty but 
iKio$t melancholy one. She was bred up in 
the strictest tenets of religion and virtue^ 
tlif daughter df 9 worthy and conscientious 
peorspn, who in evil times bad established a 
cbaracter for courage and religion, by be^ 
coming a sufferer for conscience- sake/' 

David Deans gave a convulsive start at 
healing himself thus mentionedi and theu 
r^som^d th9 situation^ in wbicb^witb hisfac^ 
stooped against his hands, and both resting 
against the domef of the elevated bench on 
which the Judges sate, he had hitherto lis- 
tened to the procedure in the trial. The 
whig lawyei^s seemed to be interested ; the 
tortes put up their lip. 

** Whatever may be our difference of 
opinion," resumed the lawyer, whose bust- 
neas it was to carry his whole audience with 
him if possible/ *' concerning the peculiar 
tetiets of these people," (here Deans groaned 
deeply) ** it is impossible to deny them the 
praise of sounds and even rigid morals, or 
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the merit of tratoing up their children in 
the fear of God ; and yet it was the daugh- 
ter of 8uch a person whom a jary would 
shortly be called upon, in the absence of evt- 
deuce, and upon mere presumptions, to con* 
vict of a crime, more properly belonging to 
an heathen, or a savage, than to a Christian 
and civilised country. It was true,*- he 
admitted, ^ that the excellent nurture and 
early instruction which the poor girl had 
received, had not been sufficient to pre- 
serve her from guilt and error. She had 
fallen a sacrifice to an inoonsiderate afiec- 
tion for a young man of prepossessii^ than- 
ners, as he had been informed, but of a 
very dangerous and desperate character 
She was seduced under promise of mai<- 
riage-«i*a promise, which the leliow might 
^ve, perhaps, done her justice by keep- 
ing, had he not at that time been called 
upon by the law to alone for a crime, 
violent and desperate in itself, but which 
became the preface to another * eventful 
history, every step of which was^mAi^D* 

9 
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ed by blood and guilt, istod the fioal term!* 
naifon ci \9hkh bad not even yet arrived* 
He believed that no one would hear him 
without surprise, when he stated that the 
father <^ this infant now amissing, and said 
by the toirned Advocate to have beenrour* 
dered, was no other than the notorious 
George Robert9on, the accomplice of WiU 
soOy the hero of the memorable escape 
from the Tolbooth-Church, and, as no one 
knew better than his learned friend the 
Advocate, the principal actor in the For* 
teous conspiracji."-^- 

<< I am sorry to interrupt a counsel in 
such a case as the present," said the pr esi» 
ding Judge ; ^< but I must remind the learui* 
ed gentleman, that he is travelling out of 
the case before us." 

The counsel bowed, and resumed ^^ He 
only judged it necessary," he said, ^ to 
mention the name and situation of Robertr 
son, because the circumstance in which 
that character was placed, went a great way 
in accountiog for the silence on w^ch his 

5 
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•M^siy's counsel bad laid so much weight, 
as affording proof that his client proposed 
to allow no fliir play for its life, to the help- 
leas 4^ng whom she was about to bring in- 
to the wwld. She had not announced to 
her friends that she had been seduced from 
the imth qf honout<~and why had she not 
done so ? — Because she expected daily to 
be restored to character, by her seducer 
doing her that justice whieh she knew to 
be in his power, and believed to be in his 
inclination. Wa^ it natural-«-^as it rea- 
sonable— >wacL it fair, to. exj^ect that she 
should, in the interim, become^A> de se of 
her owqcbaracteri and proclaim her frailty 
to the worldjb when she had every reason to 
expect, that, by concealing it for a season, 
it might bei veiled for ever ? Wis it notf 
en the contrary, pardonable, that in such 
an emergency a young woman, in such a sir 
tuation, should be found far from disposed 
Xo make a confidante of every prying gossi(^ 
who, with sharp eyes, and eager ears, press*, 
ed upon her for an explanation of suspicious 
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ctrcumstatices, which females in the lower 
«-*he might say which females of all ranks 
•are so alert in aotidng» thut they ^ametknes 
discover tliem where they do not exist? 
' Warit strange, or was it criminal that she 
^fi^bould have repelled their* inquisitive im- 
pertinence, with petnlant denials ? . The 
sense and filing of all who heard hinit 
would^answer directly in the negative. IBdt 
(although his client had thus remained silent 
4;oWM:ds^ tfaoie to whom she was not trailed 
iapon to communicate her situation,-— to 
rwhom/' said the learned gtntleman, '^ I 
will add, it would have been unadvised 
end improper td her to have 4i^e ^oi 
y^9 I trust, i shall remove this csise most 
triumphantly from under the statute^ and 
4>btain the unfortunate young woman an 
honourable dismission from your Lwd* 
iships* ter, by shewing that she did, in due 
time and piaco, and to aperson most £t for 
Mich confidence, mention the cabmi^oos 
.<!ircum$tances in whi<:;h >h^ fonnd herself* 
This occurred itftei- Robertson's conviction, 
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and when he was lying in prison in expec- 
tation of the fate which his comrade Wil- 
son afterwards suffered, and from which be 
himself so strangely escaped. It was then^ 
when all hopes of having her honour re* 
paired by wedlock vanished from her eyiss, 
•—when an. union with one in Robertson's 
situation, if still practicable, might, per- 
haps, have been regarded rather as an ad- 
dition to her disgrace-^it was Aen^ that I 
trast to be able to prove, that the prisoner 
communicated and consulted with her sis- 
ter, a young woman several years older 
than herself, the daughter of her father, if 
I mistake not, by a former marriage upoa 
the perils and distress of her unhappy* si« 
tuation.^ 

^ If, indeed, . you are >able to instruct 
Aai point, Mr .Fairbrother,"^ said thfe presi- 
ding: Judge- 

•^ K I am indeed able to instruct that 
pointy my Lord," resumed Mr Fairbrotfaer» 
^ I trust not only to serve my client, but 
to Telieve your Lordships fi^^mthtft which I 

VOL. II. L * 
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know you feel the most painful duty of 
your high office ; and to give aU who now 
hear me the exquisite pleasure of befaiM- 
ing a creature so young, so ingenuous, and 
so beautiful, as she that is now at the bar 
of your Lordships' Court, dismissed from 
thence in safety and in honour." 

This address seemed to affect many of 
the audience, and was followed by a slight 
murmur of applause. Deans, as he heard 
his daughter's beauty and innocent appear- 
ance appealed to, was involuntarily about to 
turn his eyes towards her ; but, recollecting 
himself, he bent them again on the ground 
with stubborn resolution. 

^* Will not my learned brother^ on the 
other side of the bar," continued Htke advo- 
cate, after a short pause, ^* share in this 
general joy, since I know, while he dis- 
charges his duty in bringing an accused 
person here, no one rejoices more in their 
being freely and honourably sent hence? 
My learned brother shakes his head doubt- 
fully, and lays his hand on the pannel's de« 
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daration. I understand him perfectly — he 
would insinuate that the &cts now stated 
to your Lordships are inconsistent with the 
confession of Euphemia Deans herself. I 
need not remind your Lordships, that her 
present defence is no whit to be narrowed 
within the bounds of her former confession ; 
and that it is not by any account which she 
may formerly have given of herself but by 
what is now to be proved for or against 
her^ that she must ultimately stand or fall. 
I am not under the necessity of accounting 
for bet chusing to drop out of her declara- 
tion the circumstance of her confession to 
her sister. She might not be aware of its 
importance ; she might be afraid of impli* 
eating her sister ( she might even have for- 
gotten the circumstance entirely, in the ter« 
ror and distress of mind incidental to the ar- 
rest of so young a creature on a charge so 
heinous. Any of* these reasons are suffici- 
ent to account for her having suppressed 
the truth in this instance, at whatever risk 

10 
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to herself; and I incline most to her erro- 
neous fear of criminating her sister, be« 
cause I observe she has hisid a similar ten- 
derness towards her lover, (however unde- 
served on his part), and has never once 
mentioned Robertson's name from begia« 
ning to end of her declaration* 

•* But, my Lords,'* continued Fairbro- 
ther, *^ I am aware the King's Advocate will 
expect me to shew, that the proof I offer 
is cons^tent with other circumstances of 
the case, which I do not and cannot deny. 
He will demand of me how Effie Deans's 
confession to her sister, previous to her de*- 
livery, is reconcileable with the mystery of 
the birth,— ^with the disappearance, perhaps 
the murder (for I will not deny a possibility 
which I cannot . disprove), of the infant. 
My Lords, the explanatioa of this is to be 
found in the placability, perchance,.! may 
say, in the facility and pliability, of the fe- 
male sex. The dtdeU AmarylUdis irae^ as 
your Lord&bips well know, are easily ap« 



I 
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peased ; nor is it possible to conceive a wo- 
man so atrociously offended by the man 
whom she has loved, but what she will re- 
tain a fund of forgiveness, upon which his 
penitencCi whether real or affected, may 
draw largely, with a certainty that his bills 
will be answered. We can prove, by a let- 
ter produced in evidence, that this vil- 
lain Robertson, from the bottom of the 
dungeon whence he already probably me- 
ditated the escape, which he afterwards ac- 
complished by the assistance of his com- 
rade, contrived to exercise authority over 
the mind, and to direct the motions, of this 
unhappy girl. It was in compliance with 
his injunctions, expressed in that letter, 
that the paunel was prevailed upon to alter 
the line of (Conduct which her own better 
thoughts had suggested; and, instead of 
resorting, when her time of travail approach, 
ed, to the protection of her own family, was 

4 

induced to confide herself to the charge of 
some vile agent of this nefarious seducer, 
and by her conducted to one of these soli- 
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tary and secret purlieus of villainy, which» 
to the shame of our police, still are suffer- 
ed to exist in the suburbs of this city, where, 
with the assistance, and under the charge, 
of a person of her own sex, she bore a 
male-child, under circumstances which add- 
ed treble bitterness to the woe denounced 
against our original mother. What pur- 
pose Robertson had in all this, it is hard to 
tell or even to guess* He may have meant 
to marry the girl, for her father is a man of 
substance. But, for the termination of the 
story, and the conduct of the woman whom 
he had placed about the person of Euphe- 
mia Deans, it is still more difficult to ac«- 
count. The unfortunate young woman was 
visited by the fever incidental to her situa- 
tion. In this fever she appears to have been 
deceived by the person that waited on her, 
and, on recovering her senses, she found 
that she was childless in that abode of mi- 
sery. Her infant had been carried off, per« 
haps for the worst purposes, by the wretch 
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that waited on her. It may have been mur- 
dered for what I can tell/' 

He was here interrupted by a piercing 
shriek, uttered by the unfortunate prisoner. 
She was with difficulty brought to compose 
herself. Her counsel availed himself of the 
tragical' interruption, to close his pleading 
with efftet 

<« My Lordb,*^ said he, <« in that piteous 
cry you heard the eloquence of maternal 
affection, far surpassing the force of my poor 
words— Rachael weeping for her children ! 
Nature herself bears testimony in favour of 
the tenderness and acuteness of the prison- 
er's parental feelings. I will not dishonour 
her plea by adding a word more.** 

«< H^rd ye ever the like o^ that, Laird ?^ 
said Saddletree to Dambiedikes,.wben the 
Counsel had ended his speech. << There's 
a chield can spin a muckle pirn out of a 
wee tait of tow ! De'il haet he kens mair 
about it than what's in the declaration, and 
a surmise that Jeanie Deans suld hae been 
able to say something about her sister's si^ 
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tuatioDy \vhiik 8unDise» Mr Crossn&yloof 
says, rests on sma' authority.— And he's 
cleckit this great muckle bird out o' this wee 
egg ! He could wile the very flounders out 
o' the Firth. — What garr'd my father no 
send me to Utrecht? — But whishtt the Court 
is gaun to pronounce the interlocutor of 
relevancy.'* 

And accordingly the Judges^ after a few 
wordsy recorded their judgment, which 
bore, that the indictment> if proved, was re- 
levant to infer tho pains of law : And that 
the defence, that the pannel had communi* 
cated her situation to her sister, was a rele- 
vant defence ; And, finally, appointed the 
said indictment and defence to be submit* 
ted to the judgment of an assize. . 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Mpet xigbteous judge ! ii 8entence.-!-Come, prepare. 

Merchant of Venice* 

It is by no means my intention to de« 
scribe minutely the forms of a Scottish cri- 
minal trialy nor am I sure that I could 
draw up an account so intelligible and ac* 
curate as to abide the criticism of the gea* 
tlemen of the long robe. It is enough to 
say that the jury was impannelled, and the 
case proceeded. Itie pr&oner was again 
required to j^ilead to the charge, and she 
again replied, ^ Not Guilty^'' in the same 
heart-thrilling Ume as before* 

The crown covaseli tften. called' two or 
three female witnesses, by whose testimony 
it was estafalishied, that Effie's situation had 
been remocked by iliem^ that they had ta& 

1.2 
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ed her with the fact, and that her answers 
had amounted to an angry and petulant de- 
nial of what they charged her with. Butt 
as very frequently happens, the declaration 
of the pannel ,or accused party herself was 
the evidence which t)ore hardest upon her 
case. 

In case these Tales shonld^sver find their 
way across the Border, it may be proper to 
apprize the southern reader that it is tike 
practice in Scotland, on apprehending a 
suspected person, to subject him to a judi* 
cial examination before a magistrate. He 
is not compelled to answer any of the ques* 
tions asked at him, but may remain silent 
if he sees it his interest to do so. But what- 
ever answers he chuses to give are formally 
written down, and being subscribed by 
himself and the magistrate, are produced 
against the accused in case of his being 
brought to trial. It is true, that these de- 
clarations are not produced as being in 
themselves evidence properly so called, 

m 

but only as adminkks of testimony, tend- 
in^ to corroborate what is considered as 
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legal and proper evidence. Notwithstand- 
ing this nice distinction* however, introdu- 
ced by lawyers to reconcile this procedure 
to their own general rule^ that a man can- 
not be required to bear witness against him- 
self it nevertheless usually happens that 
these declarations become the means of 
condemning the accused, as it were, out of 
their own mouths. The prisoner, upoa 
these previous examinations, has indeed the 
privilege of remaining silent if he pleases,; 
but every man Qecess^ily feels that a refti« 
sal to answer natural and pertinent inter- 
rogatories, put by judicial authority, is in 
itself a strong proof of guilt, and wiU 
certainly lead to his being committed to 
prison ; and few can renounce the hope of 
obtaining liberty, by giving some specious 
account of themselves, and shewing appa- 
rent frankness in explaining their motives 
and accounting for their conduct. It, 
therefore, seldom happens that the prisoner 
refuses to give a judicial declaration, in 
which, either by letting out too much of 
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the truths or by endeavQuring to substitute 
a fictitious story, he almost always exposes 
himself to suspicion and to contradictions^ 
which weigh hei^vily in the minds of the 

jury* 

The declaratioii of Effie Deana was ut« 

tered on other principles^ and the following 
is a sketch of its contentSf given in the ju- 
dicial form, in which they may still bQ 
found in the Books of AdjournaL 

The declarant admitted a criminal in- 
trigue with an individual whose name she 
desired to conceal* , << Being interrelated 
what her reason was for secrecy on this 
point? She (declared, that she had no right 
to blame that person's qonduct more than 
she did her own, and that, she was willing 
to confess her own faults, but not to sa;^ 
any thing which might criminate the ab- 
sent. Interrogated, if she confessed heji 
situation to any one, or made any prepara- 
tion for her confinement? Declares, she 
did not. And being- interrogated why^ 
she forbore tP take stqps whieh her situa-^ 
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tion SO peremptorily required? Declaresi 
she was ashamed to tell hei3 friends^ and 
she trusted the person she has mentioned 
would provide for her and the infant. In- 
terrogated, if he did so ? Declares^ that hei 
did not do SQ personaliy $ but that it was, 
npt.hk fault, for th^t the declarant is con- 
vinced he would have laid down his Mfe< 
sooner than . the bairn or she had come to 
harm. Interrogated, what prevented him. 
from keeping his promise ? Dedares, that 
it was inlpossible for him to do so, and de«: 
clines farther answer jto this question; In- 
terrogated, ythtre she was from thepeciod' 
she left her master, Mr Saddletree's family^ 
until her appearance at her father's, at St> 
Leonard-s, the day before jshe was appre* 
hen^ed I Declares, she does not remember* 
And, on the interrogatory being repeated^, 
declares^ she does not mind mtickle aboufe 
it; for she was tfery iU. On the question 
beiogiagain repeated, she declares^ she wiii 
tdl the truth, > if it should be the undoing r 
of her, so long as she is not asked to teU> 
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on Other folk ; and admits, that she passed 
that interval of time in the lodging of a 
woman^ an acquaintance of that person 
Mrho had ^wished her to that place to be de- 
liveredy and that she was there delivered 
accordingly of a male child. Interrogated, 
what was the name of that person ? De- 
clares and refuses to answer this question. 
Interrogated, where she lives ? Declares, 
she has iio certainty, for that she was taken 
to the lodging aforesaid under cloud of 
night Interrogated, if the lodging; was in 
the city or suburbs ? Declares and refuses - 
to answer that question* Interrogated,' 
whether, when she left the house of Mr Sad-- 
dletree, she went up or clown the street?- 
Declares and refuses to answer the ique^ 
tion. Interrogated, whether sh6 had ever 
seen the woman before she was wished to 
her, as she termed It,^ by the.person whose 
name she^refiises to answer ? Declares, and 
replies, not to her knowledge. Interrpga* 
ted, whether this woman was. introduced, 
to her by the said person verbally, or by 
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word of mouth ? Declarei^ she has no free- 
dom to answer this question. Interrogated^ 
if the child was alive when it was born ? De« 
Clares, that — God help her and it I— -it cer« 
tainly was alive. Interrogated, if it died a 
natural death after birth ? Declares, not to 
her knowledge. Interrogated, where it now 
is i Declares, she would give her right hand 
to ken, but that she never hopes to see mair 
than the banes of it. And being interroga* 
ted, why she supposes it is now dead? the de« 
darantw^t bitterly, and made no answer* 
Interrogated, if the woman, in whose lod- 
ging she was, seemed to be a fit person to 
be with her in that situation ? Declares, she 
might be fit enough for skill, but that she. 
was an hard-hearted bad woman. Interro- 
gated, if there was any other person in the 
lodging excepting themselves two? De- 
clares, that she thinks there was another 
woman, but her head was so carried with 
pain of body and trouble of mind, that she 
minded her very little* Interrogated, when 
the child was taken away from her ? Decla- 
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red, that she fell in a fever, and was lights 
headed» and when she came to her own 
miiid^ the woman told her the bairn was 
dead ; and that the declarant answered^ if 
it was dead it had had foul play. That, 
thereupon; the woman was very sair on 
her, and gave her mudi ilUanguage ; and 
that the deponent was frightened^ aad 
crawlied out of the house when her back 
was turned, and went home to Saint Leo- 
sard's Crags, as well as a woman in her 
condition dought. Interrogated, why she 
did not tell her story to her sister and fa^ 
ther, and get fwce to search the house for 
her child, dead or alive ? Declares, it was 
her purpose to do so, but she had not time^ 
Inten^ated, why she conceals the name of 
the woman, and the pkoe of her abode now ? 
The declatfaat remftiiied silent fm a time, 
and- th^Ni satid, that to do so could; not re* 
pair the sicaith tiiat wils ddne, bnt inight be 
tli(6^ oiecafsiiMi of more. Interrogated^ whe^ 
ihet^ she had hensttlf,.at any time, had' any 
purpose of putting away the child hy vio* 
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lence ? Declares, Never ; so might God be 
merciful to her — and then again declares 
Never, when she was in her' perfect senses; 
but what bad thoughts the Enemy might 
put into her brain when she was out of 
herself^ she cannot answer. And again so* 
lemnly interrogated, declares, that she^ 
would have been drawn with wild horses^ 
rather than have touched the bairn with an 
unmotherly hand. Interrogated, declares, 
that amoqg the .ill language the woman 
gave her, she did say sure enough that the 
declarant had hurt the bairn when i^e was 
in. the brain-fever ; but that the declarant 
does not believe that she said this from any 
other cause than to frighten her, and make 
her be silent. . Interrogated, what else the 
woman said to her I Declares, that when 
the declarant cried loud for her bairn, and 
was like to raise the neighbours, the wo» 
man threatened her, that they tliat could 
stop the wean's skirling would stop her's, 
if she did not keep a' the lounder. And 
that this threat, with the manner of the wo< 
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man, made the declarant conclude, diat the 
bairn's life was gone, and her own iti dan. 
ger, for that the woman was a desperate 
bad woman, as the declarant judged, frpm 
the language she used. Interrogated, de- 
elar0s, that the fever and delirium were 
brought on her by hearing bad news, sud- 
denly told to her, but refuses to say what 
1^ said news related to» Interrogated, why^ 
she does not now communicate these par*^^^ 
ticulars, which might, perhs^s, enable the 
magistrate to ascertain whether the child is 
living or dead ; and i^uested to observe^^ 
that her refusing to do so, exposes her 
own life, and leaves the child in bad 
hands; as also, that her present refusal 
to answer on such points, is inconsistent 
with her alleged intention to make a 
clean breast to her sister ?> Declares, tlmt 
she kens, the bairn is now dead, or, if 
living, there is one that will look after it ; * 
that for her own living or d3^ng, she is in 
God's hands, who knows her innocence of 
harming her bairn with her. will or know* 
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ledge ; and that she has altered her reso^ 
lution of speaking out^ which she enter- 
taaned when she left the woman's lodging, 
oa account of a maitter which she has since 
learned. And declares> in general, that she 
is wearied^ and will answer no more ques* 
tions at this time." 

Upon a subsequent examination, Euphe- 
mia Deans adhered to the declaration she 
had formerly made, with this addition, that 
a paper found in her trunk being shewn 
to her, she admitted that it contained the 
credentials, in consequence of which she 
resigned herself to the conduct of the wo- 
man at whose lodgings she was delivered 
of the child. Its teiior ran thus :--. 

** Dearest Effie, 
*« I have gotten the means to send to 
yoQ by a woman who is well qualified to as- 
sist you in your approaching streight ; she 
is not what X could wish her, but I cannot 
do better for you in my present condition. 
I am obliged to trust to her in this present 
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Galamityi for myself and you too. I hope 
fpr the best) though I am now in a sore 
pinch ; yet thought is free — I think Han- 
die Andie and I may queer the stifler* for 
all that 1$ come and gone. You will be 
angry for me writing this, to my little Ca- 
meronian Lily i but if I can but live to be 
a. comfort to you, and a father to your ba- 
bie, you will have plenty of time to scold.— 
Once more let none know your counsel-^ 
my life depends on this hag» d— n her— 
she is both deep and dangerous, but she 
has more wiles and wit than ever were m a 
beldame's head, and has cause to be true to 
me. Farewell, my Lily*— Do not droop on 
my account— in a week I will be yours, or 
no more my own.** 

Then followed a postscript •* If they 
must truss me, I will repent of nothing so 
much, even at the last hard pinch, as of 
the injury I have done my Lily.** 

* Avoid the gallowg. 
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Effie refused to say from whom she had 
received this letter, but enough of the story 
was now known, to ascertain that it came 
from Robertson ; and from the date» it ap- 
peared to have been written about the 
time when Andrew Wilson and he were 
meditating their first abortive attempt to 
escape, which miscarried in the | manner 
mentioned in the beginning of this history. 
The evidence of the Crown being con- 
eluded^ the counsel for the prisoner began 
to lead a proof in her djefence. The first 
witnesses were examined upon the girl's 
character. All gave her an excellent one, 
but none with more feeling than worthy 
Mrs Saddletree, who, with the tears on her 
cheeks, declared, that she could not have 
had a. higher opinion of Effie Deans, or a 
more sincere regard for her, if she had been 
her own daughter. All present gave the 
honest woman credit for her goodness of 
heart, excepting her husbtrnd,. who : whia^ 
pered to Diumbiedikes,. << That Nichel No« 
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Vit of yours is but a raw hand at leadlVig 
evidence, Tm thinking. What signified his 
bringing a woman here to snotter and sni- 
vel, and bather their Lordships ? He should 
hae ceeted me, sir, and I should hae gieR 
them sic a screed o* testimony, they should-^ 
na hae touched a hair o 'her head." 

" Hadna ye better get up and try't yet,** 
said the Laird. ^* I'll mak a sign to Novit/* 

^< ^a, na/' said Saddletree, ** thank ye 
for naething, neighbour— that would be uU 
troneous evidence, and I ken what belatigs 
to that ; but Nichel Novit suld hae had 
me ceeted debito tempore.^* And wiping 
his mouth with his Bilk handkerchief with 
great impcnrtance, he resumed the port and 
manner of an edified and intelligent audi^ 
tor. 

Mr Fairbrother now preiHised, in a few 
words, *< that he meant to bring forward 
his most important witness. Upon whose evi« 
dence the cause must in a great measare 
depend. What his client wasf, they had 
learned from the preceding witnesses, and 
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50 far a)i g^eral cfaaractery given in the 
most forcible terms, and even with tears, 
could interest every one in her fate, she 
had already gained that advantage. It 
was necessary, he admitted, that he should 
produce more positive testimony of her in-^ 
nocence than what arose out of general cha- 
racter, and this he undertook to do by the 
mouth of the person to whom she had com- 
municated her situation-~by the mouth of 
her natural counsellor and guardian— her 
msten-— Macer, call into court, Jean, or 
Jeanie Deans, daughter of David Deans, 
cowfeeder, at Saint Leonard's Crags.'' 

When he uttered these words, the pri- 
soner at the bar instantly started up, and 
stretched herself half-way over the bar, 
towards the side at which her sister was 
to enter. And when, slowly following 
the officer, the witness advanced to the 
foot of the table, Effie, with the wh61e ex- 
pression of her countenance altered, from 
that of confused shame and dismay, to an 
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eager, imploringy and almost extatic ear- 
nestness of entreaty, with outstretched 
hands, hair streaming back, eyes raised ea- 
gerly to her sister's face, and glistening 
through tears, exclaimed, ip a tone which 
went through the heart of all who heard 
her— << O Jeanie, Jeanie, save me^ save 
me r 

With a different feeling, yet equally ap- 
propriated to his proud and self-depeddent 
character, old Deans drew himself bade 
still farther under the cover of the bench, 
so that when Jeanie, as she entered the 
court, cast a timid glance towards ihe 
place at which she had left him seated,his 
venerable figure was no longer visible. He 
sate down on the other side of Dunibie- 
dikes, wrung his hand hard, and whkper- 
ed, '< Ah, Laird, this is warstof a'*^if.I can 
but win ower this par&— I feel my head 
uncodizjsy ; but my Master is strong an his 
servant's weakness.'' After a moment's meo^ 
tal prayer, he again started up, as i£ im- 

2 
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patient of continuing in any one posture, 
and gradually edged kimself forward to- 
wards the place he had just quitted. 

Jeanie in the meantime had advanced to 
tbfe bottom of the table, when, unable Co 
resist the impulse of affection, she sudcton-* 
ly extended her hand to her sister* Effie 
was just Within the distance that she could 
tsieisse tt with both hers, press it to her 
mouUif oovir it with kisses, and bathe it in 
tears, with the fond devotion tiiat a Cksitho- 
lie would pay IJo a guardian saint desceiftd- 
ed for his safety } while Jea^ie^ biding her 
own, face with hot olber hand, wept bitter^ 
ly* The 'si^t would have mov^d k heart 
of atooe^ much more of flesh add blood« 
Ma«iy of the spectators died tears^ and it 
wasf some time bdbre ^ presiding Judge 
himself could so far subdue his emo- 
tion, W to request. the Witniess to compose 
herselfi and the prisoiier to fiufbear those 
marks of fttger affectiota^ whidi/ however 
natural, could not be permitted at that 
time, avd in that presbac^. 

VOL* JI% M 
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The solemn oath,— <' the truth to t^^ 
and no truth to conceal, as far as she kneir 
or should be asked at," was then administeF* 
ed by the Judge ^' in the name of God, and 
as the witness should answer to God at the 
great day of judgment }'' an awful adjura- 
£ion, whidi seldom fails to make impres*^ 
sion even on ^e most hardened charac-^ 
ters» and to strike with fear even the most 
upright. Jeanie, educated in the most de- 
vout reverence for tlie name and attributes 
of the Deity, was, by the sotemitity of a di- 
rect appeal to his person and justice^ awed, 
but at the s^e elevated above all con* 
9d.eratiol)s, save tho^e whick she could^ 
\tfith.a clear conscience, call hibit to wit- 
nesis. She repealed the &irm in a low and 
i^everend, but disiinfct tone of voice, after 
the Judge, to whom^ and ndt .to'^ny infe- 
fioT officer of the Court, the^task h assign- 
^d in Scotland of directpg 4jhe witness in 
that solemn iappeal> which is the sanction 
of lus.testimdi^« : • 

When the Judge had ^hi^hed the esta- 



THB HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN. 867 

blished form, he added in a feeling, but 
yet a monitory tone, an advice, which the 
circumstances appeared to him to call for. 

* «* Young woman," these were his words, 

. » ♦ 

^ you come before this Coiirt in circum- 
stances, which it would be worse than cruel 
not to pity and to sympathize with. Yet it is 
my duty to tell you, that the truth, what- 
tver its consequences may be, the truth is 
what you owe to your country, and to that 
God whose word is truth, and whose name 
you have now invoked. Use your own 
time in answering the questions that gen* 
tleman" (pointing to the counsel) ** shall 
put to you — But remember, that what you 
may be tempted to say beyond what is the 
actual truth, you must answer both here 
and hereafter.** 

. The usual questions were then put to 
her : Whether any one had instructed her 
'what evidence she had to deliver ? Whe- 
ther any one had given or promised her 
any good deed, hire, or reward, for her tes^ 
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timonyl Whether she had apy iqaUqe j» 
SUwiU at bi& MlQttstar's Adviocs^e, b^Higt^e 
party against whom she w^ eked 9^ a witr 
n&99S To whkb ^|i4astio8s fihe.suQoewvely 
answered by a^^^t ncigiative* B^t.tb^ 
tenor ,ga9re ^seat scaadai ^nd^i^euc^ to her 
fatheSf who was not awaro th«t tb^ wre 
put to every witness as % .matter <of form^ 
, : <« N% n^t* he exclaimedt Joud enoiigti ta 
hehead'dt *Vmy bakA is nolUce the widow 
of Tekoab^^nae mao. has;putten words Into 

hermoutb-^ 

..Ope«f«theJadgeSf better-acquainted, per* 
haps, ' with the Books of Adjournal thao 
with tbe JBp<^ of SamueU was disposed to 
make some instant enquiry after this Widow 
Tekoahy who, as he construed the matter^ 
had been tampering with thee¥i^mce« But 
the presiding Judge, better yersed in Sqrip- 
tuf e history, whispered to his learned ixo* 
ther the oecessaiy explanation ; and tba 
pause occasioncid by thk mistake, had the 
good ^ct of giving Jeanie Deans time to 
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collect her spirits for the painful task she 
had to perform* - j 

Fairbrother^ whose practice atidr iiitrii£- 
gence were consideralflei saw the necessity 
of letting the wltfness cosi^pMe hers^I£ la 
fats heatt he suspected that she cante to 
bear falsi witness in her sistei^s cause* • * 

<< But that is her own a£liir,^ thought 
Fairbrother ; ^ and it h my 1)UsiAe8S to see 
th&t ehe has pltiity of time to regi^ cdm- 
posure, and to deliver her evideiice» be k 
true, or be it fnhe>*^aleat quantum^ • 

Accordingly, he commenced his interred 
gatories with uninteresting questions,, which 
adinitted 6f instant repty. 
' ^ You are, I think, the sister of ttke pri- 
soncr?" 

*« Yes, sir.*' ; . 

^ Not tlie full sister, however 5^ 

" No, sir,— we are by different mothers.'* 

" True ; and you are, I think, several 
years older than your sister V^ 

*^ Yes, sir,*' &c. 



t * 
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* After the advocate had conceived 
t^ these preVminaiy «id unimportaot 
jli<m8» he bad fainiliaiized the witness with 
the situation in which she stood^ he asked^ 
'* whether she had not remarked her sister's 
0tat^ of health to be altered during the lat- 
ter part pf the term, when she had lived 
with Mrs Saddletree ?*' 

Jeanie answered in the affirmative. 
. ** And she told you the cause of it, my 
dear^ I suppose,^' said Fairbrother, in an 
easy^ and, as one may say» an inductive sort 
Intone. 

., •• I am sorry to interrupt my brother/' 
said the Crown Cpun8el» rising, ** but I am 
in your Lordships' judgment, whether this 
be not a leading question." 

** If this point is to be debated/' said the 
presiding Judge, ^ the witness must be re- 
moved." 

For the Scottish lawyers regard with a 
sacred and scrupulous horror, every ques* 
tion so shaped by the counsel examining. 
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as to convey to a ^i^itness the leaist intima-^ 
tion of the nature of the answer wfaidi is 
desired from him. These scruples,* thouj^h 
founded on an excellent principle, are some- 
times carried to an absurd pitch of nicety, 
especially as it is generally easy for a lawyer 
who had his wits about him, to elude the ob«^ 
jection. Fairbrother did so in the present 
case. 

• ** It is not necessary to waste the time of 
the Court, my Lord; since the King's Coun-^ 
sel think it worth while to object to the 
form of my question, I will shape it other* 
wise.-— Pray, young woman, did you ask 
your sister any question when you observed 
ber looking unwell ?*^take courage — speak 
out.*' 

: ** I asked her,** replied Jeanie, " what 
ailed her." 

** Very well— take your own time-^and 
what was the answer she made ?" continued 
Mr Fairbrothen 

Jeanie was silent, and looked deadly pale. 
It was not that she at any one instant en- 



' •• 



S7i TALB8 Oy MY LAVB10RB« 

teiitoiiii^d «n:idea of the possibiHtjr of pceva- 
]|cgti6n<^t was the natural hesitation Id 
cxttttgntsh the last spark of hope that re* 
mained for her sister. 

^' Take courage, young woman/^ said 
i^irbrother* — " I asked what your sister 
said ailed her when you inquired ?^ 

^' Nothing," answered Jeanie, with a fiiint 
voice, which was yet heard distinctly in the 
a(K>st distdni corner of the Court-room^ — 
spch an awful and profound rilence had 
been< preserved during the anxious interval,' 
which bad inteiposed betwixt the lawyer's 
^^stion and tire answer of the witness^ 

Fairbrother's countenance fell ; but with 
that ready presence of mind, whBch is as 
useful in civil as in military emergencies, 
he im mediately rallied.—** Nothing ? True j 
you mean nothing at ^«^— but when you: 
asked her again, did she not tell you wfiat 
ailed her ?" 

The question was put in a tone meant 
to'make her comprehend the importisnce of 
her answer, had she not been alrc&idy aware 
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of it . The ice wa3 broken, hpwever, an4> 
vith le89 pause than gt fiist, ahe now repli- 
edr-**^ Alack ! al«ckJ she neiver breathed 
word to me about it»" 

A deep gijoen puwed t]^oi;(gh the Court. 
It was echoed? by one deeper aiid more 
agonized from the un&Ftunate fatbeir* The 
llepe^ t9t whick unceosctouslyt aqd. in spite 
oi himself^ he had 3till secretly clwg^ ha4 
BOW dissolved,, and the venerable old ms^xk 
fell fovwarda (Senseless an the floot of.ih^ 
Cdurt-hQUse, with his bead at the fqot of 
kis terrified daughter^ The un^rUm»^ 
frisoner, wjth impotent passioo» strove witb 
Ae guards, betwixt whom, she wa^ .pUced. 
*^ Let me gang to my fiither— *I mil gang: 
to him-^I utUl gang to him— ^he is deadrr 
be is killed-rl bae killed hjjtn l"-*- «be re? 
peated in frenzied tones of grief, wbick 
thosfe who heard them did not sj^eedily 
forget 

Even in thia moBsent of agoiuy and ge^ 
neral confusion, Jeapie did not ipse tha6 
superiority, which a deep and firm miiMl 

M.2 



amires to its t possessor^ under the most 
trying circumstances* 

' <• He is my father^-4ie is bur father/' die 
mildly repeated to those who endeavoured 
to separate them as she stooped,r>-shaded 
aside his grey hairs, and began assiduouafy 
to chafe his temples. 

The Judg^ after repeatedly wiping his 
eye8» gave directions thsM; they should be 
transported into a neighbouring apartment, 
and carefully attended* The prisooerr as 
her father was borne from the Court, and 
her sister sl<MFly followed, pursued them 
widi her eyes so earnestly fiiced, as if they 
would have started from their socket . But 
when they were no longer visible, die seem- 
ed to find, in her despairing and deserted 
state, a courage which she had not yet ex» 
hilMted. 

. ** The bitterness of it is now past,*' she 
said, and then boldly addressed the Court 
*^ My Lords, if it is your pleasure to gang 
on wi' this matter, the weariest' day wiH 
hae its end at last" '* 
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The Jtidge, ^ko, much to his honour, 
had shared deeply in the general sympAthy, 
WM surprised at being recalled to his ^nty 
' by the prisoner. He collected himself, and 
requested to know if the pannel*B counsel 
had more evidence to produce* Fairbro- 
ther replied, with an air of dejection, that 
his proof was concluded. ' 

The King^s Counsel addressed the jury 
for the crown. He said in few words, that 
no one could be ihiNre concerned than he 
was for the dbtressing scene which they 
bad just witnessed. But it was the neces- 
sary consequence of great crimes to bring 
distress and ruin upon all connected with 
the perpetrators. He briefly reviewed the 
proof, in which he showed that all the cir- 
cumstances of the case concurred with those 
required by the act under which the unfor- 
tunate prisoner was tried : That the coun- 
sel for the pannel had totally failed in pro- 
vingy that Euphemia Deans had communi- 
nicated her situation to her sister: That, 
respecting her ftevious good character^ he 
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^m .^rnjf jtQ joVserve^ that it was females 
ivbd ft^i^seiMed tlie worla's^od report, and 
la !^'Wm it mw justly valuable, who were 
mosjt sir^ii^y tsmpted, by shame aod fesur 
of ;the; world's oenswe, to the ciime of ia* 
fftDttcide :. Xhi^t the child was nufdered, he 
p^of^ased to ^tertain no doubt; The va- 
dilating and inooofiistei^t declaration of the 
pfiaonar heraelf, »iurl^ed as it was by tiu« 
meroits: refusals to. speak the trtiib on sub* 
jectef» wbeut :aeeeff!diiig to her owustory^ it 
would hav:e tueeo natwa}, aa wellas advaur 
tageousyto have beeu. candid J, even this 
imptrfect declaration left no doubt in bis 
iiujad as ter the fate of the uubiypipy in&nt. 
NeiUier could, he doi}bt that the pano^ 
was a partner io this guilt Who else had 
an interest in a deed so inhuman ? Surely, 
neither Rabertscm^ nor Robertson's agent, 
in whose house she was delivered, had the 
least temptation to eomipii such ^ crime, 
unless upon her account, with her* comai- 
Taocfe,:and for the ^al^e of saving her repu- 
tation. But.it was not re^ir^ of him, by 
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Ac law; that he should brkig ptecfee proof 
of the niiir<kjr5 or of the piiaoiier^s wees- 
8i0a to it. It was the ver|r pilose of the 
atiitute to subatHqte a certain <;hain of pi^** 
awnptive evidence in place of a probatioiv 
which; in fiich cMeB^ it was peculiarly dif- 
^Loult to obtain* The jury night' peniie 
the statute itself; and they had also the 
libd and interlocutor of relevancy to dkect 
them in point of lam . He put it to the 
conscience of the jury» that under both he 
was entitle^ to a verdict of Guilty; 

The cbargj^oi* Fairbrother was muc|^ 
cramped by his having failed in the proof 
which he expected to lead* But he fought 
}ils losing cause with courage and con- 
stancy* He ventured to arraign the seve- 
rity oi the statute under which the young 
woman was tried« ^* In all other cases,** 
he said, ^^ the first thing required of the . 
criminal prosecutor was, to prove unequi- 
voo^ly that, the crime libelled had actual- 
ly b^en conimitted, which lawyers called 
provi% the corpus ddkti. But this sts^ 
tute, made doubtless with the best inten- 
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tions, and under l3ie imptiliie of 'a just bw^ 
JOT fbrfhe tmnatttfal crhne of in&nticide, 
run tfa^ ritk^ of -itself occaisioning tht wdrst 
of nrarders, the deisth of an innocent pei^ 
son, to atone for a murder iirhichmay never 
have been committed by' atiy one^ He wiis 
sa filr from acknowledging the^ alleged 
probability of' the child^ violent death; 
that he couM not • even idlow that' ^ere 
was evidence of its Imving overlived** • 

The King^s Counsel pointed to the wo- 
man's declaraticm % to which the counsel 
replied-i— ** A* production concocted in a 
moment' of terror and^ ag(n!iy;../and which 
approached to insanity 5^ he said, <^ his 
learned brother well knew was no sound 
evidence against the party who- emitted it. 
It was true, that a judical confession,, in 
presence of the Justices themselves, was 
the strongest of aH proof, in so much that 
it is said in law, that < m canfitentem nuBue 
sunt partes Judicis.* But this was true of 
judicial confession only, by which law 
meant that which is made in presence of 
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the justiQeB, and the sworn ioquesU Of ^ex- 
tra-judicial confessiont all authorities held 
with the iUustrious FarinaceusB snd Mat* 
theus, > Wf^m exir^ffudiemUs^ in se nuBa 
4itf et quod mMum e^ nmp(^e^ ndminicu* 
ieri' ; It was totally tnept» and void of all 
strength and effect from die beginning ; in- 
capable, therefore, of being bolstered up or 
supported, or, according to the law^phrase^ 
Adminiculated, by other presumptive cir- 
cumstances. In the present case, therefore, 
letting the extra-judicial confession go, as 
it ought to go, for nothing,^ he contend- 
ed, <^ the prosecutor had not made out the 
second quality of the statute, that a live 
child had been bom ; and ihatj at least, 
4>ught to be estaUished before presump- 
tions were received that it had been mur- 
dered. If any of the assize," he said, 
** should be of opinion that this was deaU 
ing rather narrowly with the statute, they 
ought to consider that it was in its nature 
highly penal, and therefore entitled to no 
favourable construction*'' 
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He. coodnded a learned speech, with an 
el^Wt perocatioii on tbe scene they had 
just .witnessedt jduruig which Saddletree feU 
&5t.asleep. 

It was now the preftidii^ Judge's ttnm ta 
address the jury. He did so briefly and 
distinctly^ 

V It was for the jury," he said, "* to cpi> 
aider whether the prosecutor had made out 
his plea. For himsell^ he sincerely grieved 
tcsay^that a shadow of doubt remamed not 
upon his mind conceraing the verdict whiclfc 
liiB in^paest had tp bring in. He would not 
follow the pisoner'S: comisel through the 
impeachment which he had brought agatnrt 
idle statute of King William and Queei^ 
Msxy. He and the jury were sworn to^ 
judge according to the laws aa they stood^ 
not to criticise, or ta evade, or even to/jas^ 
tify them. In no dvil case would a coum 
sel have been permitted ta pkad his client's 
case in the teeth of tl^ law y but in the 
hard situatfou in which counsel were oftea 
placed in the Criminal Court, as well aa out 
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oT favour to all presumptidn^ 6f inndcfeiidbj 
he had not inclined to interitipt thelesdrhed 
gentleman^ or ntxtrow hU pica: 'The pre-i 
sent law, as it now stood^ hiid been insti^^ 
tuted by the wisdom of their fathers^ to 
check the alarming progress oi jei dreadfbl 
crime ; when it was found too severe for its 
purpose^ it would doubtless be altered by 
the wisdom of the legislature i at* p^resfeht 
it was the law of the land, the rtile of 
the court, and, according to the oath which 
they had taken, it must be that of the jury. 
This unhappy girl's , situation could not 
be doubted ; that she had borne a child^ 
and that the child had disappeared, were 
certain facts. The learned counsel had 
failed to show that she had communicated 
her situation. All the requisites of the sU 
tuation required by the statute were there^ 
fore before the jury. The learned gentle, 
man had, indeed, desired them to throw Out 
of consideration the pannel's own confes- 
sion, which was the plea usually urged, itl 
penury of all others, by counsel in his si* 
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tuation^ who usually felt tbat the declare 
tioDS of their clients bore hard on them. 
But that the Scottish, law designed that a 
certain weight should be laid on these de- 
clarations, which, he. admitted, were gpio- 
dammado extrajudicial, was evident from 
the universal praQtice by which they were 
always produced and read, as part of the 
prosecutor's probation. ^ In the present 
^ase^ no person, who had heard the wit- 
nesses describe the appearance of the young 
woman before she left Saddletree's house, 
and contrasted it with that of her state and 
condition at her return to her father's, coidd 
have any doubt that the fact of delivery had 
taken place, as set forth in her own declara- 
tion, which was, therefore, not a solitary 
piece of testimony, but adminiculated and 
supported by the strongest circumstantial 
proof. 

^' He did not," he said, <^ state the impres- 
sion upon his own mind with the purpose 
of biassing theirs. He had felt no less than 
they had done, from the scene of domestic 
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misery which had been exhibited before 
them ; and if they, having God and a good 
conscience, the sanctity of their oath, and 
the regard due to the law of the country, 
before their eyes, could come to a conclu- 
sion favourable to this unhappy prisoner, 
he should rejoice as much as any one in 
Court ; for never had' he found his duty 
more distressing than in discharging it that 
day, and glad he would be to be relieved 
from the still more painful task, which 
would otherwise remain for him/' ^ 

The j.ury, having heard the Judge's ad- 
dress, bowed and retired, preceded by a 
macer of Court, to the apartment destined 
for their deliberation. 
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CHAPTER Xlh 



^ law*, take tby victims-May she find the merqr 

In yon IniU Heaven, which this hard world denies he& 

w 
t 

XT was an hour ere the jufors returned, and 
as they traversed the fcrowd with slow steps, 
as men about to discharge themselves of a 
heavy and painfiit responsibility, the au- 
dience was hushed into profbund, earnest^ 
and awful silence. 

•* Have you agreed on your chancellor, 
gentlemen ?'* was the first question of the 
Judge. 

The foreman, called in Scotland the 
chancellor of the jury, usually the man of 
best rank and estimation among the assi* 
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zers» stepped forvardi and, ^ith a low r^ 
verence», delivered to the Court a sealed 
paper^ containuig the verdict, which, UQtil 
^f late years, that verbal returns are in some 
in^anqes permitted was always couched ia 
writing. This jury remained standing while 
the Judge broke the seals i and having pe^ 
nised tlie paper, banded it| with an air of 
mournful gravity, ^pwn to the. clerk of 
Court, who proceeded to engross in the re^* 
cord ,Ahe yet' unknown verdict, of which, 
however, all opened the tragical conte&t9k 
A form still remain^di trifling and unijQaiior*^ 
tant in its^, but to which imagination 
adds a aort of solemnity, from the awfi4 
•occasion upon which it is used. A lighted 
candle was placed on the table, the original 
paper cont^ioii^ the verdict was inclo^d n^ 
a sheet of pap^9. ^d, sealed with the 
Jud^e'a own signet, was tr avsmi^ted to the 
Crown-office, to, be preserved among otbe»r 
records pf the same kind. As all this is 
trans9Qted in profound silence, theprodu« 
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cifig imd extinguishing the candle seems 
a type of the human spaik which is shortly 
aftierwards doomed to be quenched^ and 
excites in the spectators something of the 
same eflect which in England is obtain. 
6d by the Judge assuming the fatal cap of 
judgment. When these preliminary forms 
had been gone through, the Judge required 
Eiiphemia Deans to attend to the verdict 
to be read, 

* After the usual words of style, the ver- 
diet set forth, that the Jury having made 
choice of John Kirk, Esq. to be their chan- 
cellor, and Thomas Moor^, merchant, to 
be their clerk, did, by a plurality of voices, 
^nd the said Euphemia Deans Guilty of 
the crime libelled ; but, in consideration 
of her extreme youth, and the cruel cir- 
cumstances of ber case, did earnestly en- 
treat that the Judge would recommend her 
to the mercy of the Crown. 

^* Gentlemen,^ said the Judge, " you 
have done your duty — and a painful one it 

1 
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must have been to men of humanity like 
you. I will, undoubtedly, transmit your 
Recommendation to the throne. But it is 
my duty to tell all who now hear me, but 
especially to inform that unhappy young 
woman^ in order that her mind may be set- 
tied accordingly, that I have not the least 
hope of a pardon being granted in the pre« 
sent case. Ybii know the crime has been 
increasing in this land, and I know far*- 
ther, thJBtt this has been ascribed to the 
lenity in which the laws have been exerci^^ 
sed, and that there is therefore no hope 
whatever of obtaining a remission for this 
bffence/' The Jury bowed again, and^ re- 
leased froni their painful office, dispersed 
themselves among the mass of byestanders* 
-'^ The Court then asked Fairbrother, whe- 
ther he had any thing to say, why judgment 
shou^ not follow on the verdict ? The coun- 
sel had spent some time in perusing, and re- 
perusing the verdict, counting the lettera 
in each juror's name, and weighing every 
phrase, nay every syllable, in the nicest scales 
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of legal critiefim* But the clerk of the jury 
bad under$tood his business too we)L . No 
9aw was to be founds and Fakbrothar 
mournfully mtimated, that he had nothing 
to say io arrest of judgment. 

TbQ presiding Judge tihen addressed the 
unhappy prismier :-«^*' Euphemia Deans, at* 
tend to the sentence of the Court now to 
]^ pronoi^iiced against you«" 
^. She rose from her seatt and with a com- 
posufCf fyi greater than could have been 
augured from ber demeanour during some 
pajTta of the trial, abode the conclusion ^ 
the aw^ scene. $o nearly doQS the aieur 
tal portion of am %|lii9ga resfmble those 
Hi^hicb are covpoial, that the first severe 
blows which we receive l^ng with tfaein a 
stunning apathy, which renders us indiflfef- 
ent to those that follow thenu So said Mao- 
drin, when be w;i8 undergoing the. punish* 
{nent of the wheel} and so have all fek» 
i^pon whopi successive infliptions havie de- 
scended with cpjitinuoiis and jeitontfed 
violence. 
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^ ^ Yoang woman," said the Jiidge> ^' it is 
ray painful duty to tell yon, that your tife 
18 ftrfetted under a law» whidi, if it may 
seem in some degree severe^ is yet wisely 
8O9 to render diose of your unhappy situa- 
tion aware what risk tbey nm, by conceal- 
iiigt out of prideor fake ahame, th^ lapse 
froim vjrt»e» and making no preparation to 
savethelivesof the«iiifortunateinftiitswhom 
they are to bring into the world* When 
jmd concealed your sitoaittoo from your mis* 
tressy your sister, and ^Mfaear worthy and com* 
HHSsionatepcnons of your owti seat, in whose 
&v*tr your former conduct had given you 
atfinr place,- ydu seimt ta me to haiire had in 
yter 'contemplatioB, at least, the« death ct 
the helpless creature, for whose life you 
nfeiglected to provide. How the child was 
disposed of««^whether it was dealt upon by 
anoliher, ^or l^ yourself-t^whether the ex* 
tnunrdinaffy story you have told is pardy 
fabe, or altogether so^ is between God 
and. yoer owh conelence* i will not ag- 
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gravate.your .distress by pressing on that 
topic, but! do.most.solenmly adjare you 
to employ the remaining space of youc time i 
in making your peace with God, for which 
purpose such reverend, clergy mata, as you 
yourself may naitte^'shalLhave access to you» 
Notwithstanding the humane recommenda- 
tion, of the jury» I cannot afford to you^ in 
the present circumstances of the country^ 
the slightest hope that your life will he pro- 
longed beyond the period, assigned for the 
execution of your sentence^ Forsaking, 
therefore, the thoughts of this world, le^ 
your mind be prepared by repentance iot 
those bf more awful moments—^or death, 
judgment, and eternity«-<*-Doomster, read 
the sentence." 

When the Doomster shewed himself, a tall 
hagard figure, arrayed in a fantastic gar« 
ment of black and givy, passment^ usith 
lace, all fell back with a sort of instinctive 
horror, and made wide way for him to.ap* 
proach the foot of the table. . As this office 
was held by the common executioner, men 
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shouldered each other backward to avoid 
even the touch of his garment, and some 
were seen to brush their own clothes, which 
had accidentally become subject to such 
contamination. A sound went through the 
court, produced by each person drawing 
in their breath hard, as men do when they 
expect or witness what is frightful, and at 
the same time effecting. The caitiff villain 
yet seemed, amid his hardened brutality, to 
have some sense of his being the object of 
pabHc detestation, which made him impa- 
tient of being in public, as birds of evil omen 
are anxious to escape from day-light, and 
from pure air. 

^ Repeating after the Cletk of Court, be 
gobbled over the words of the sentence^ 
which condemned Euphemia Deans to be 
conducted back to the Tolbooth of Edin- 
burgh, and detained there tintil Wednesday 
the — — day of — ^ ; and upon that day, 
betwixt the hours of two and four o'clobk 
afternoon, to be conveyed to the common 
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place of execution, and tbei^e banged by the 
neck upon a gibbet. ** And this," said the> 
Doomster, aggravating his harsh voice, ^' I 
pronounce for dNW».'' 

. He vanished when he had spoken the last 
emphatic word, like a foul fiend after the 
purpose of his visitation has been accom-; 
plished } but the impression of horror ex- 
cited by his presence and his errand, re- 
mained upon the crowd of spectators. 

The unfortunate criminal, so she must 
now be termed, with more susceptibility, 
and more irritable feelings than her father 
laind sister, was. found, in this emergence, to 
possess a considerable share of their cou- 
rage. She bad reniained standing motion- 
less at the bar while the sentence was pro- 
nounced, and was obsenred to shut her eyes 
when the Doomst^r speared. But she was 
Uie first to break sitence when that evil 
form had left his place* . \ 

<< God forgive ye^ my I<«ords,'' she said, 
<< and dinna bef angr^ wik' me for wishing 
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.il>«"We a' need forgiveness.— As for myself 
J canna blame ye, for ye act up to your 
lights ; and if I havena killed my poor in^ 
fiint, ye may witness a' that hae seen it this 
day, that I hae been the means of killing 
my grey-headed father-^^I deserve the warst 
frae man, and frae God too— But God is 
tiiair mercifu' to us than we are to each 
other.'* 

With these words the trial concluded. The 
crowd rushed, bearing forward and shoul- 
dering each other, out of the court, in the 
^ame tumultuary mode in which they had 
Entered y and, in the excitation of animal 
motion and animal spirits, eoon forgot what- 
^ver they had felt as impressive in the scene 
which they had witnessed. The precession- 
al spectators, whom habit and theory had 
rendered as callous to the distress of the 
scene as medical men are to those of a 
surgical operation, walked homeward in 
groupes, discussing the general principle of 
the statute under which the young woma^ 
was condemned, the nature of the evidence 
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and the argiameBts of the counsel^ witfaoat 
considering even that of the Judge as ex- 
empt from their criticism. . . 

The female spectators^ more compassion- 
ate, were loud in exclamation against that 
part of the Judge's^ speech which seemed to 
cut off the hope of pardon* 

*« Set him up, indeed," saii Mrs Howdei^, 
<< to tell us that the poor lassie behoved to 
die, when Mr John Kirk, as civil a gentle* 
man as is within the ports of the town, to(^ 
the pains to prigg for her himselL" 

** Ay, but neighbour," said Miss Dama- 
hoy, drawing up her thin maidenly form to 
its full height of prim dignity—** I reaUy 
t^ink this unnatural business of having bas^ 
tard'bairns should be piitten a stop to«-^ 
There isna a huzzy now on this side of 
thirty that ye can iKing wiihia yous doocs^ 
but there will be chields-^writerrlads, prea> 
ticeJads,, and what not— coming tiraiking 
after them for their destruction, and dis* 
crediting anifa hoQQSt house into the bar- 
gain—*! hae nae piitience wi' thexn«'' 
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^<*Hout» neighbour/' said Mrs Howden, 
«< we suld live and let live-— w& hae beai 
young oursellst and we are no aye to 
judge the wacst when kds and lasses for* 
gather.*' 

V Young ourseUs ? and judge the warst ?' 
said Miss Damahoy^ <^ I am. no sie auld 
as that copaes to» Mrs Howden ; and as 
fot what ye ca' the warst^ I ken neither 
good nor bad about the matter, 1 thank 
my stars.*' . 

" Ye are thankfu' for sma' mercies, then,'* 
said Mrs Howden, with a toss of her head ; 
*« and as for you and young — I trow ye 
were doing for yoursdl at the last riding 
of the Scots Parliament,; and that was in 
the gracious year seven, sae ye can be nae 
sic chicken at ony rate." 

Plumdamas, who acted as squire oF the 
body to the two contending dames, instant- 
ly saw the hazard of entering into such de- 
licate points of chronology,, and being, a 
lover of peace and good, neighbourhood. 
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, h»k no time iii bridging back the conversa* 
f tiori to its original subject 

' ^ The Judge didna tell us a^ be could bae 
tell^ us, if he had liked, about the appli- 
cation for pardon, neighbours," said he ; 
<Hhere is aye a Wimple in a lawyer*s cl6w ; 
but it^r a wee bit of a secret/^ 

^ And what is^t ?— what isH, neighbour 
Fkundanms f* said Mfa Howden and Miss 
Damakoy at once, the acid fermentation of 
their dispute being at once neutralised by 
the powerful alkali implied in the word 
secret 

' •* Here's Mr Saddletree can tell ye thstt 
better than me,for it was Mm that tauld me;^ 
said Flumdamas as SaddUtree came up, 
with his wife hanging on his arm, and look- 
ing very disconsolate. 

When the question was put lo Saddletree 

he looked very scornful. *« They speak 

-about stopping the frequency of child mur- 

ther,'^ said he» in a contemptuous tone; ^ do 

ye think our auld enemies of England, as 
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Glendook aye ca*3 them in his priqted Sta* 
tute-book, cares a boddle whether we did* 
Ba kill ane anither« skin and biru» home and 
footj man, womatti afid baims» all and sin- 
dry, amne^ et Mtgulos^ as Mr Crossmyioof 
aays ? Na» na^ it's n6 that hinders them frae 
.pardoning the bit las6ie« But herier is the 
pinch of the plea. The king and queen are 
sae lU pleased with that mistak about Por« 
teous^ that de*il a kindly Scot will they paiw 
don agaifif either by reprieve or remission. 
If the haill tow^n 0!^ Edinburgh should be 
a' hanged on ae tow." 

^< De'ii that tb^y were back at their Ger« 
jnan kale-yard then, aa my neighbour Ma^ 
Croskie ca's iti"" said Mra Howden ; ^ an 
that's the way they're gaun to guide us*" 

«< They say for eertain^" said Miss Da* 
mahoyt *^ that King George flang his peri- 
wig ia the fire when he heaxd o' the For* 
teousmob*," 

<^ He has done that> they say^" replied 
Saddletree, <« for hfs thing/' 
«< Aweel^'' said Miss Dami^e^, «^ he 

N 8 
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might keep mair wit in his anger*-*^biit 
it's a' the better for his wig^maker, Tse 
warrant.'* < 

*^The fueen tore her biggonets^^ for per- 
fect anger,-- >ye'U hae heard o* that too ^' 
said Plumdamas. ^^ And the king^ they 
lay, Idekit Sir Rdbert Walpole for no 
keeping down the mob of Edinburgh ; but 
J dinna believe he wad behave sae ungen- 
teel.'* 

^ '< Ifis dooms truth, though," said Sad- 
dletree ; << and he was for kickin the Duke 
of-Argyle too.** y 

• «^ Kickin the Buke of Argyle !" exclaim- 
^ the hearers at once, in all the various 
combined keys of utter astonishment 

<< Ay, but MacCallummorcf s Uood wad- 
na sit down wi' that ; there was risk of An- 
dro Ferrara coming in thirdsman.'' 

*« The duke is a real Scotsman-^ true 
friend to the country,'' answered Saddle- 
tree's hearers. 

^^ Ay, troth is he, to king and country 
baitb,t 9S ye sail hear," continued the ora- 
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tor^^^'^'if ye will come in bye to our honse, 
for it's safest peaking of sdc things inter 

" Whm they entered his shop he thrust 
bis prentice boy 6ut4)f it, and, unlocking 
his desk, took outy^with aa air of grave and 
coniplaeent importance, a dirty and cram- 
pledr piece of printed pq^er ; he obsorved, 
<< This is new com*— if s no every body 
could shew ye the ISce of this. It's tiie 
duke's speech about the Corteous mob, just 
promulgated by the hawkers. Ye shall 
hear, what Ian Roy Cean says- iw himselU 
My correspondent bought it in the Falace- 
yard, thaf s like just under the king's nose*- 
I think he daws up their mittans.— -It came 
in a letter about a foolish bitt of exchange 
that the man wanted me to renew for him. 
I wish ye wad see about it, Mrs Saddletree." 
Honest Mrs Saddletree hadhitherto been 
so sincerely distressed about the situation of 
her unfortunate protegee, that she had suf- 
fered her huibaOnd to proceed in his own 
way^ without attending to what he was say- 
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iBgv. . Tlie "wofds Uff and reneur^ had^how^ 
arer^ m arwalie&iiig souo^ in them ; and 
she snatched the letter which her hikaband 
heii tmards her, and wiping her eyes, and 
^tting on her spectacles, endeavoured^ as 
ftstas the dew wiiieb collected ofi her 
•giasaes ^rtould peraii^ to ^t at the mean- 
ingr«f tfaeneedfiilqppit of tfa^ q^de;: while 
her hiiaband^ with, pmspmis devatian^ read 
an eoLtract £a>m the speecii.^ v 

V I am. no nunistsr^ I neieer was & mwush 
ter, and I never wffi be one''~-*^ 

** I didaa km his griceiwas «ver design- 
ed: for the oiinJiBtlryt^ ^tecnipted Mrs How- 
den» 

^* Hedtsna ineah a minister o£ Aie gos- 
pdt Mrs Hdwde&t hot a minister ot' stated" 
said Saddletree With eHMissceiMJkiog good- 
ness, and then proceeded: ^ The time 
was when I might have been a piece of a 
minister, but I was too sensible of my own 
mcapactty to engs^e iq( any Mate affiifr. 
Atid I thank Go4 that I had alw«iys too 
great a vahie for tiiose ftw sfbiUties ^^^h 
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naitafe baa given iw^ ta eihpbj- tbeay ih 
4loing any drac^efy^: or: inyr job of what 
kiQcL soever* I have^ eves since I set out in 
the world, (anid I beHeve few have set oiit 
inose early,) served my prkioe with my 
tongue i I have served bim with any Uttle 
interest I had, and I have served him wkh 
My sword, and in my professtom of arms. I 
have held employments which I have lost, 
and were I to be to-morrow deprived ai 
those which still remain to me, and which 
I heave endeavoured honestly to deserre, I 
w6uld still serve him to the last acre of my 
inheritance^ and to the last drop of my 
blood/^ 

' Mrs €(addletree here broke in upon the 
-orator.-— ^^ Mr Saddletree^ what is the mean- 
ing ctf a^ this ? Here are ye clavering about 
the Bnke of Argyle, and thi» man Martin- 
'^g&l^ g^^n to break on our hands, and lose 
UBgude sixty pound9««»I wonder what duke 
will pay that, quotha-^l wish the Duke of 
'Argyle would pay his ain accounts«^-iie is 
in a thousand punds Stcots-mi thae veiy^ 
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books when he was last at Roystoun— -I'm 
no saying hat he^s a just nobleman^ and 
that it's gude sUler-^but it wad drive ane 
daft to be confeised wi*^ deukes and drakeisf, 
and thae distressed folk, up stairs, tbaf s 
Jeante Deans and her father. And thed* 
putting the very callant that was sewing 
the curpel out o' the shop, to play 'wi' black- 
guards in the close— Sit still, neighbours^ 
it's no that I mean to disturb you ; but what 
between courts o' law and courts o' state» 
and upper and under parliamentSt and par- 
liament-houses, here and in London, the 
gudeman's gane clean gyte» I think*" 

The gossips understood civility, and the 
f ule of doing as they would be done by^ too 
wdl, to tarry upon the slight invitation im- 
plied in the conclusion of this speech, and 
therefore made their &rewelb and depar- 
ture as fast as possible. Saddletree whisper- 
ing to Flumdamas that he would meet him 
at MacCroslde'Si (the low-browed sbc^ ia 
the Luckenbooths, already mentioned), ^ in 
the hour of causci and put MacCallummore's 
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speech in his pocket, for a' the gudewlfe's 
din." 

When Mrs Saddletree saw the house freed 
of her importunate visitors, and the little 
boy reclaimed from the pastimes of the 
vfynd to the exercise of the awl, she went 
to visit her unhappy relative, David Deans, 
and his elder daughter, who had found in 
her house the nearest place of friendly re>- 
fuge. 



.» 
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CHAPTER XIIL . 

Alas! what poor ability's in me 

To do him good ? 

< 

■ I I Ataaj the power you hare^ 

Measure fir Memmre. 

When Mrs Saddletree entered the aparl- 
fioent in which her guests had shrouded 
their misery, she found the window dark* 
ened. The feebleness which followed his 
long swoon had rendered it necessary to 
lay the old man in bed. The curtains were 
drawn around him, and Jeanie sate motion* 
less by the side of the bed. Mrs Saddle* 
tree was a woman of kindness, nay, of feet 
ing, but not of delicacy. She opened the 
half shut window, drew aside the curtain^ 
and taking her kinsman by the handj^ ex^ 



liortied him to sit up» and bear his sorrow 
like a good man, and a Christian man, as 
he: was* But wlicn she quitted his hand, it 
fell powerless by his side, nor did he at- 
tempt the least reply. 

« Is all over ?' asked Jeanie, with lij^ 
and cheeks as pale as ashes,«— ^* And is 
there nae hope for her ?" . 

<^ Naoe, or next to v^ne^** said Mrs Sad« 
dletree ; " I h«rd the Judge- carle say it 
with my ain ears-*^It was a burning shame 
to see sae mony o' theni set up yonder in 
their red gowns and Wack gowns, and a* if} 
ttake ibt Hfe o' a bit senseless lassie. I had 
never muckle broo o* my gudeman's gos- 
sips, and now I like them waur than tree. 
-The only wiselike thing I heard ony body 
say was decent Mr John Kirk of Kirk- 
knowe, and he wossed them just to get the 
king's mercy, and nae mair about it. But 
he spake to unreasonable folk— 4ie might 
jttst hae keepk his breath' to hae blawii on 
his porridge." 
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But can the king gie her mercy ?^ said 
Jeamey earnestly* <^ Some folk tell me be 
canna gie mercy in cases of mu r ■ i n 
cases like her's." 

^' Can he gie mercy, hkiny ?— -I weel 
I wot he canf when he lik^ There 
was yomig Singlesword, that stickit the 
Laird of Ballenpleucfa, and Captain Hack- 
um^ the Englishman, thai killed Lady Col- 
gndn's gudeman, and the Master of Saint 
Qair, that shot the twa Sbaws, and mony 
mair in my time^— to be sure they wene 
gentle blude, arid had their kin to speak 
for them— And there was Jock Porteous 
the other day — I'se warrant there's merqr 
an felk could win at it.** 

*• Porteous IT said Jeanie j '•-very true— 
1 fikrget a' that I suld maist mind. — ^Fare 
ye weel, Ifn Saddletree ; and may ye ne- 
ver want a friend in the hour o* distress.^^ 

^ Will ye no stay wi' your falber, Jeanie, 
bairn i^— Ye had better^'' said Mrs Saddler 
tree. 

l[ I will be wanted ower yonder^* indi<^ 
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eating the Tolbootb with her haWiy ^' and 
I maun leaim him oawy or I wilL never be 
nble to leave him. I fearna for his life--*- 
I ken how strong-hearted he is— I ken it»'* 
she saidy laying her hand on her bosonn 
^ fay my aui heart at this minute.'' 

^< Wee], hinjay, if ye think its for the best» 
better he stay here and rest him^ than gang 
back to St Leonard V* 

^ Muckle better—- muckle better— rGod 
bless you — God bless you.''— At no rate let 
him gang till ye hear firae me," said Jeanie.^ 

<< But yell be back belive ?" said Mrs 
Saddletree detaining her ; ^ they wunna 
let.ye stay yonder, hinny." 

^ But I maun gang to St I«pnard'8i.«^ 
there's muckle to be dun^ and little time 
to do it in-— And I have friends to speak 
to«<''*God bless you-^take care of my far 
ther.^ 

She had reached the door of the apart- 
ment, when, suddenly turning, she came 
back, and knelt down by the bedside««i^ 
tl father, gie me youc blessing"*-! dan 
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imt go tUl ye bless ine» Say but God UeM 
ye» and prMp«r ye» Jeanie-^tiy but to say 
thafc'^ 

lostioctivetj^ ratber than by an ^lertxHi 
of intellect, the old man murmured a pray- 
er* tlutt ^< purebased and {Hromised Uessings 
«(iight be midtipHed upon- ben*^ 

^ fie has blessed mine errand,^ said bis 
daughter, rising from her knees } ** and it 

* 

is borne in upon my mind that I shall proa* 

per.** 

^ So saying, she left the room. 

Mrs Saddletree looked after, her^ and 
iihook her head« ** I wish she binna ro* 
ving, poor thing^There^ something queer 
irt)out a' Ihae Deaases. I dinna like folk 
to be sae mueUe better than other fcdfc-^ 
seldom comes gude o^b But If she's gaun 
to look after the kye at St Leonardos, that's 
another story, to be sure they maun be 
sorted.— <7rizzie, come up here and take 
tent to the honest auld man, and see he 
Vants naething.— Ye silly tawpie," (ad- 
^dressmg the miud-aervant as she entered,) 
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«« what garr'd ye busk up your cockernony, 
that gate ? — I think there's been aneugh th^ 
day to gie an awfu' warning about your 
cockups and your faUal duds-— see what 
they a* come to/' &c. &c. &c. &c. 

Leaving the good lady to her lecture; 
upon worldly vanities, we must transport 
our reader to the cell in which the unfor* 
tunate Effie Deans was now immured^ be* 
ing restricted of several liberties which she 
bad enjoyed before the sentence was pro*, 
nounced* 

When she had remained about an hour: 
in the state of stupified horror so natural 
in her situation, she was disturbed by the 
opening of the jarring bolts of her place of 
confinement^ and Ratcliffe shewed himself*. 
^* It's your si^teri*' he said, ^^ wants to speak^ 
t!ye, Effie.'' 

; <* I canna see naebody/' said lEf&e, with 
the hasty irritability which misery had. 
r^endered more acute—** I canna see nae- 
Uody, and least of a' her--^bid her take car^ 
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o' the auld mati-^I am naething to any 
o* them now, nor them to me." 

^' She says she maun see ye though,'' 
said Ratclifie ; and Jeanie, rushing into the 
apartment^ threw her arms round her sis- 
ter's neck, who writhed to extricate herself 
from her embrace, 

«< What signifies coming to greet ower 
me, when you have killed me ? — ^killed me, 
when a word of your mouth would have 
saved me— *kiUed me, when I am an inno- 
cent creature-— innocent of that guilt at 
least — and me that wad hae wared body 
and soul to save your finger from being 
hurt r 

* 

** You shall not die,** said Jeanie, with 
enthusiastic firmness ; << say what ye like 
o* me — ^think what ye like & me— only 
promise — ^for I doubt your proud hearts— 
that ye ,wunna harm yourself, and you 
shall not die this shameful deatii." 

^* A shamefid death I will not die, Jeanie, 
lass. I have that in my heart — ^though it 

S 
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nas been ower kind & ane— «tbat wunna bide 
shame. Gae hame to our father, and think 
nae mair on nie-*-I have eat my last earth- 
ly meal/* 

*• O this was what I feared !" said Jeanie. 

^< Hout tout, Hinnie,'' said Ratcli£fe; 
^^ it*s but little ye kwi o* thae things. 
Ane aye thinks at the first dinnle o* the 
sentence, they hae heart aneugh to die ra- 
ther than bide out the sa)c weeks ; but they 
aye bide the sax weeks out for a' that . I 
ken the gate o't weel ; I hae fronted the 
doomster three times, aiid here I standi 
Jim Ratcliffe, for a' that. Had I tied my 
napkin strait the first time, as I had a great 
mind till't — ^and it was a' about a bit grey 
cowt, wasna worth ten piinds sterling — 
where would I have been now ?" 

^^ And how did yon escape 7^ said Jeanie, 
the fates of this man, at first so odious to 
her, having acquired a sudden interest in 
her. eyes from their correspondence with 
those of her sister. 

I* How did I escape?" said Ratclifie, 
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with a koowing wiaki^-*-" I tell ye I scapit 
in a way that naebody will^escape from this 
tolbooth while I keep the keys." 

^< My sister shall come out in th& face of 
the auo/' said Jeanie ; <^ I will go to Lon. 
doo» and beg her pardon from the king and 
queen. If they pardoned Forteous, they 
may pardon her ; if a sister asks a sister's 
life on her bended knees^ they wiU pardon 
her-^ihey shaU pardon her-^and they shall 
win a thousand hearts by it.'^ 

£fiie listened in : bewildered astonidi- 
ment, and sq earnest was her sister's enthu^ 
saastic assurance, that sihe almost involim- 
tarily caught a gleam of hope^ but it in- 
stantly fiided away» 

. '* Ah, Jeanie! the king and queen live 
in London, sl thousand inUes fitmi this^^ 
far ayotit the saut sra j Til be gane before 
ye win there*" 

^* You are mistaken," said Jeanie ; ^^ it is 
nil sae far» and they go to it by. land ; I 
learned something about 4sbae things fiom 
Kicuben Butler*'* 

8 
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•* Ah, Jeanie, ye never learned opy 
thing ^ut what was gude frae the folk ye 
keepit company wi' j but IMlwit P— Hshe 
wrung her hands, and wept bitterly. 

<* Dinna thtnk on that now," said Jeanie ; 
♦« there will be time for that if the present 
space be redeemed. — Fare ye weel. Unless 
I die by the road, I will see the King^s 
face that gies grace.<^0, sir," (to Ratclifib) 
*^ be kind to her — She ne'er kenn'd what it 
was to need stranger's kindness till now—- 
Fareweel — ^fereweel, Effie— ^Dinna speak to 
me — i maunna greet now — my head's ower 
dizzy already.** 

. She tore herself from her sister's arms, 
and left the cell. Ratclifie followed her, 
and beckoned her into a small rc^m. She 
ob^ed his signal, but not without trem- 
bling. 

^ Whaes the fiile thing shaking for ?" 
said he ; *< I meiin nothing but civility to 
you— D~n me, I respect you, and 1 can't 
help it You have so much spunk, that, 
d — n mej but I tiiink there's some chance 

VOL. lit o " 
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of your carrying the day. ^ut you must 
not go to the king till you have made 
some friend ; try the duke — try MacCat* 
lummore: he's Scotland's friend---I ken 
that the great folks dinna muckle like him 
-^but they fear him, and that will serve- 
your purpose as weeL D'ye ken naebody 
wad gie ye aletter to him ?" 

« Duke of Argyle ?" said JeaniCy recol- 
lecting herself suddenly — ^* what was he to 
that Argyle 'that suffered in my father's 
time— in the persecution ?" 

<^ His son or grandson^ Fm tbinkingt" 
said Ratcliffe ; « but what o' that ?" 

«^ Thank God!" said Jeanicy devoutly 
clasping her hands. 

*< You whigs are aye thatiking God for 
something," said the ruffian. *< But hark 
ye, hinny, I'll tell ye a secret* Ye may 
meet wi' rough customers on the Border, 
or in the Midland, afore ye get to Lunnon# 
Now de'il ane o' them will touch an ac- 
quaintance o' Daddie Rattan's ; for thougk 
I am retired frae public practice, yet they 
ken I can do a gude or an ill turn yet— ^md 
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de'il a gude fellow that has been but a 
twelvemonth on the lay, be he ruffler or 
padder, but he knows my gybe* as well as 
the jarkf of e'er a queer cu£Sn| in Eng- 
' land — and there's rogue's Latin for you.'' 

It was, indeed, totally unintelligible to 
Jeanie Deans, who was only impatient to 
.escape from him. He hastily scrawled a 
line or two on a dirty piece of paper, and 
said to her, as she drew back when be offer- 
•ed it, ^ Hey ! what the de'ii — it wunaa bite 
you, my lass— *if it does nae gude, it can do 
nae ill* But I wish you to show it« if you 
have ony fasherie wi' ony o' St Nicholas's 
clerks." 

<< Alas !'* said she, <^ I do not under- 
stand what you mean ?" 

^< I mean if ye fall among thieves, my 
precious,^— that is a Scripture phrase, if ye 
will hae ane — the bauldest of them will 
ken a scart o* my guse feather.— And now 
awa* wi' ye — and stick to Argyle ; if ony 
body can do the job, it maun be him." 

. I I.— ifc— I I ■IIIIWIIIW m ill ■! ■ I I !■ . Ill II 

* Pan. t Seal. % Justice of Peace. 
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After casting an anxious look at the 
grated wipdows and blackened walls of 
the old Tolboothy and another scarce less 
anxious at the hospitable lodging of Mrs 
Saddletreet Jeanie turned her back on that 
quarter, and soon after on the city iCseUl 
She reached Saint Leonard's Q»gs Without 
meeting any one whom she knew^ wfaicbf 
in the state of her mind^ she considered as 
a gr^t blessing. << I must do naethtn^" 
she thought, as she went along, <^ that can 
soften or weaken my heart-^t's ower w«idc 
already for what I faae to do. I will think 
and act as firmly as I can, and speak as 
littler 

There was an aAcient servant or rather 
cottar of her fathers, who had lived under 
him for many years, and whose fidelity was 
w;ortliy of full confidence* She sent for 
this woman, and explaining to her that the 
circumstances of her family required that 
she should undertake a journey, which 
wcmld detain her for some weeks firom 
home, she gave her full instructions con* 
ceming the managemrat of the domestic 
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concerns in her absence. With a preci- 
sion, which, upon reflection, she herself 
could not help wondering at, she described 
and detailed the most minute steps which 
were to be taken, and especially such aji 
!were necessary for her father's ..comforts 
*• It was probable,*' she said, •* that he 
would return to St Leonard's to-morrow ; 
, certain that he would return very soon- 
all must be in order for him* He had 
» 

eneugh to distress him, without being fadh- 
ed about warldly matters/' 

In the meanwhile she toiled busily, along 
with May Hettly, to leave nothing unar- 
ranged. 

It was deep in the night when all these 
matters were settled ; and when they had 
partaken of some food, the first which Jeanie 
had tasted on that eventful day. May Hett- 
ly, whose usual residence was a cottage at 
a little distance from Deans's house, asked 
her young mistress, whether she would not 
permit her to remain in the house all night ? 
,^ Ye hae had an awfu* day," she said, « and 

o2 
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^Borrow and fear are but bad companions ta 
tbe watches of the night, as I hae heard the 
gudeman say himseU.'' 

^* They are ill coin{>anions, inde^," Btad 
Jeanie ; <^ but I maun learn to abide their 
«pre9»ce, and better b^in in the house 
than in the field," 

She dismissed her aged assistant accord- 
ingly ^-i^^for so slight was the gradation in 
their rank of life, that we can hardly term 
May a servant,-«-and proceeded to make a 
few preparations for her journey. 

The simplicity of her education and 
country made these preparations very brief 
and easy. Her tartan screen served all the 
purposes of a riding*habit, and of an um- 
l>rella ; a small bundle contained such chan- 
ges of linen as were absolutely necessary. 
Barefooted, as Sancbo says, she had come 
into the world, and barefooted she pro- 
posed to perform her pilgrimage ; and her 
^lean shc^s and change of snow-white thread 
stockings were to be reserved for special oc- 
casions of ceremony. She was not aware, 
that the English habits of coi»/^ attach an 
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of al^ect misery to the idea of a bare* 
footed tniveUer ; and if the objection of 
cleanliness had been made to the practice 
she would have been apt to vindicate her- 
self upon the very frequent ablutions to 
which, with .Mahometan scrupulosity, a 
Scottish damsel of some condition usually 
subjects herself. Thus far, therefore^ all 
was welL 

From an oaken press or cabinet, in which 
her father kept a few old books, and two 
or three bundles of papers, besides his ordi- 
nary accounts and receipts, she sought out 
and extracted from a parcel of notes of ser« 
mons, calculations of interest, records of 
dying speeches of the martyrs, and the like, 
one or two documents which she thoi^bt 
might be of some use to her upon her mia- 
sion. But the most important difficulty re- 
mained behind, and it bad not occurred to 
her until that very evening. It was the 
want of money, without which it was im- 
possible she should undertake so distant a 
journey as she now meditated. 

David Deans, as we have said) was eaf^t 
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and even opulent in his circumstances. 
But his wealth, like that of the patriarchs 
of old, consisted in his kine and herds, and 
in two or three sums lent out at interest 
to neighbours or" relatives, who, far from 
being in circumstances to pay anything to 
account of the principal sums, thought 
they did all that was incumbent on them 
when, with considerable diflSculty^ they dis- 
charged " the annual rent.** To these debt- 
ors it would be in vain, therefore, to apply, 
even with her father's concurrence j nor 
could she hope to obtain such concur- 
rence, or assistance in any mode, with- 
out such a series of explanations and de- 
bates as she felt might deprive her totally 
of the power of taking the step, which, how- 
ever daring and hazardous, she felt was ab- 
solutely necessaryfor trying the last chance 
in favour of her sister. Without departing 
from filial reverence, Jeanie had an inward 
conviction that the feelings of her father, 
however just, and upright, and honourable, 
were too little in unison with the spirit of 
the time to admit of his being a good judge 
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of the measures to be adopted in this crisis. 
Herself more flexible in manner, though 
no lesi^ upright in principle, she felt that to 
ask his consent to her pilgrimage would be 
to encounter tb^ risk of drawing down his 
positive prohibition, and under that she be- 
lieved her journey could not be blessed in 
its progress and event. Accwdingly^ she 
h^4.4etQr9(uned uppp the me^ns by which 
she might communicate to him her under- 
t^ing and its purpose, shortly after her ac- 
ioal 4epartui^e. But it was impossible to 
apply to him for money without altering 
tbi^ arrangemept, and discussing fully the 
propriety of her journey ; pecuniary assist- 
ance from that quarter, therefore, was laid 
out of the question. 

It now occurred to Jeanie that she should 
have consulted with Mrs Saddletree on this 
subject. But^ beswles the time that must 
now necessarily be lost in recurring to her 
assistance, Jeanie internally revolted from 
it. Her heart acknowledged the goodness 
of Mrs Saddletree's general character, and 
the kind interest she took in their family 
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misfortunes ; but sttll she felt that Mrs Sad- 
dletree was a woman of an ordinary and 
worldly way of thinking, ipcapable, from 
' habit and temperament, of taking a keen 
or enthusiastic view of sueh a resolution as 
she had formed, and to debate the point 
with her, and to rely upon her conviction 
of its propriety for the means of carrying it 
into execution, wouki have been gall and 
wormwood. 

Butler, whose asdstance she might have 
been assured of, was greatly poorer than 
herself. In these circumstances she fotoi- 
ed a singular resolution for the purpose of 
isurmounting this difficulty, the execution 
of which will form the subject of the next 
chapter. V 
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